QUICK NOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY

NB: FULL MINUTES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN DUE COURSE

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 2026

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James# (in the Chair)

and Councillor(s): Gaynor James#, Lisa Jones*, Sarah Lang?,

Officers:

Jonathon Martin#, Allan Peploe#

Kerrie Smith#, Deputy Clerk, (Minute Taker)

Sarah Fussell#, Projects and Events Officer

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min Subject and Decision Action
No
103. Recording of Meeting
Members agreed that the Council meeting could be
recorded for minute taking purposes.
104. Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne, Anne
Gunter and Nathan Warren.
105. Declarations of Interest
Councillor(s) Gaynor James and Jon James declared
personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as
they are a member of TCBC, as well as a member of
Pontypool Community Council.
RECOMMENDED*: that the declarations be noted. KS/CP
106. Biodiversity Sub-Committee — 24 June 2026 — Minutes
The Committee were asked to approve the minutes of the
Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting held on 24 June
2026.




Minute No. B4 “Go Wild” - a nominal amount of
approximately £60 was agreed so that activities for the
event could be purchased.

Minute No. B12 “budget” — it was agreed to commit £608
to the GWT new plot for any expenses that may be
incurred, ie interpretation board etc.

RECOMMENDED*: that the Committee:

(i) approved the £60.00 to purchase activities for the
Go Wild Event;

(i) approved to commit £608.00 to the GWT new plot
for any expenses that may be incurred, ie
interpretation board etc.

(iii) the minutes be confirmed as a true record and
the recommendations adopted.

SF

SF

107.

Planning Applications

The Committee received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).

RECOMMENDED*: that the comments/observations
stated be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

CP

108.

Planning Determinations

The Committee received and noted Torfaen County
Borough Council planning determinations for June 2026
including reasons for approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED*: that the planning determinations be
noted.

109.

Notice Boards, Bins and Benches

The Committee received an update on the noticeboards,
bins and benches.

RECOMMENDED*: that the

(i) installation of a replacement noticeboard in
Trevethin is approved at a total cost of £2,004;

(i) request for a new noticeboard next to the Old
Lamb Inn, Cwmynyscoy is approved;

SF

SF




(iii) Projects & Events Officer contact CRT and TCBC
to progress the installation of the two new
benches;

(iv) installation of a replacement bench on Blodwyn
Road, New Inn Upper is approved at a cost of
£649 (including installation);

(V) Projects & Events Officer sends a plan of the
proposed area for the VJ80 Memorial Bench to
the Headteacher at New Inn Primary.

SF

SF

SF

110.

Financial Assistance Requests

The Chair informed the meeting that requests for financial
assistance has been received from:

(i) After the Bell Club, Penygarn to purchase play
equipment specifically for disabled children who
attend the Club;

(i) Residents of Central Drive, Trevethin to update,
maintain and purchase some inclusive play
equipment in the playground on Central Drive,
Trevethin.

RECOMMENDED*: that:

(i)  After the Bell Club, Penygarn be awarded £1,500
to purchase play equipment specifically for
disabled children;

(i) Torfaen CBC be contacted to see if they maintain
the playground on Central Drive, Trevethin and
to report back to a future meeting with an update.

CC/AA

SF

111.

Happy to Chat Bench Plagues

The Chair informed the meeting that a request had been
received from Torfaen CBC’s Active Travel Officer in
relation to a “Happy to Chat Bench Plaque” competition for
Torfaen Pupils that was held in February 2026. The
winning entries were made into plaques to install on
benches.

The Committee were asked if they would like to have some
of the plaques so that they can be installed on benches
within the Pontypool area.




RECOMMENDED*: that Torfaen CBC’s Active Travel
Officer be contacted so that arrangements can be made to
install a plaque on some of the Community Council’s
benches.

KS

112.

Committee Budget

Members received a copy of the budget within its remit
including reserves.

No observations were made.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

113.

Biodiversity and Sustainability

How has this meeting contributed to the Council's duty to
maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the
resilience of ecosystems?

RECOMMENDED: that the:

(i) meeting was a multi-location meeting

(i) agenda had been sent electronically

(iij) discussions held on the Biodiversity Sub-
Committee minutes as well as VJ80 benches,
noticeboards, bins and benches.

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by

Council.

Signed by Chair




DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST DECLARED
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 2026

Name of Member

Interest Declared

Signature

Councillor Gaynor James

Declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any
agenda items relating to
Torfaen County Borough
Council (TCBC) as they were
members of TCBC, as well as
members of  Pontypool
Community Council.

Councillor Jon James

Declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any
agenda items relating to
Torfaen County Borough
Council (TCBC) as they were
members of TCBC, as well as
members of  Pontypool
Community Council.




