MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD
ON WEDNESDAY 17TH JANUARY 2024

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James # (In the Chair)

and Councillors: Lyn Clarkson,* Jon Cox,* Anne Gunter,* Gaynor James# and
Richard Overton#

Officers: Lisa McMail (Clerk), Miriam Watts (Projects & Events Manager) and
Annette Ambrosen (Projects & Events Officer)

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min | Subject and Decision Action
No

386. | Apologies for Absence

Apologies from Councillors Nick Byrne, Matthew Ford. LM
Caroline Price, Nick Simons and Nathan Warren

387. | Declarations of Interest

Councillors Jon James, Lyn Clarkson, Gaynor James
declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any LM
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council
(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as members
of Pontypool Community Council.

388. | Biodiversity Sub-Committee

The Committee received minutes from the Biodiversity Sub
Committee held on 12th December 2023 and the Draft
Environmental/Biodiversity Action Plan for 2024.

The Committee received the minutes and the draft
Biodiversity Plan for 2024.

The Projects and Events Officer informed the Committee
that Councillor Nathan Warren would provide an updated
version of the draft Biodiversity Plan 2024 in February
2024.

LM

RECOMMENDED: that the minutes of the Biodiversity




Sub Committee held on 12th December 2023 and the Draft
Environmental/Biodiversity Action Plan for 2024 be
received and an updated version be reviewed at a later date.

389.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).

RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council

CP

390.

Planning Applications: Plenary Powers

Members noted observations on planning applications
which had already been submitted between meetings.

RESOLVED: that the plenary powers applications be noted

391.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals. The Projects and Events Officer
referred to page 17 Planning ref number 17/P/0468 Land
at Mambhilad — the officer explained that the application had
been approved subject to Section 106. If members wished
to view Section 106 documents they were available in the
Council Chamber.

Councillor R Overton queried the site reference on Planning
application number 23/P/0105 St James’s Vicarage. He
explained that he understood this was a private residence.
It was agreed that the Admin Officer check the site
reference on this application and inform Councillor
Overton.

RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted
and the Admin Officer check the site reference on
application number 23/P/0105 and inform Councillor
Overton.

CP

392.

Proposed development at Abertillery Wind Farm (PEDW
Ref No: DNS/3278009

The Committee received the information for points (i) and
(ii). The Chair explained that locations had not yet been
determined. Councillor Clarkson informed the Committee
that the pre consultation had closed in December and that




she will be attending any future consultations but all
Councillors should be invited to attend any future
consultations.

RECOMMENDED: that the information in parts (i) and (ii)
be received and that all Councillors be invited to attend any
future consultations.

LM

393.

Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm (Ref No: DNS/3273368)

The Committee received the information.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be received.

394.

Pontyfelin Lane, New Inn — Combined Sewer Overflow

The Committee received an update from Dwyr Cumru
regarding the ongoing efforts relating to enhance the
operation of the Combined Sewer Overflow in the vicinity of
Pont-y-felin lane New Inn. The Chair gave a verbal update.
He explained that he attended a presentation at TCBC last
week and the project was described in detail and the
benefits would far out way any reservations the public may
have. The Chair also stated that Torfaen had approved the
planning for the overflow.

RECOMMENDED: that the update be noted.

395.

Noticeboards/Litter bins/Benches - Update

The Committee received a report on the status of
noticeboards , litter bins and benches from the Projects &
Events Manager. The Officer updated members on 3
locations:

1 - Green Way Drive noticeboard — Officers liaising with
Street Scene regarding inaccessibility for wheelchair users.

The Chair commented on the noticeboard at Pantygasseg
also being too high.

2 - Panteg noticeboard — currently awaiting permission
confirmation.

Now that the process is known it will be quick to move
forward with future noticeboard installation requests.

3 — Berry Corner installation of bench, noticeboard and bin.
After consultation with Street Scene and Bron Afon the
Officer gave the Committee two options to choose from to




move the installation of these forward.

1 - site noticeboard and bench at Berry’s Corner and site
bin as close to Berry’s Corner as possible in order that
Street Scene can empty bin.

2 — Site bench at Berry’s Corner and site bin and
noticeboard on highway close to corner.

The Committee agreed the following - site noticeboard and
bench at Berry’s Corner and site bin as close to Berry’s
Corner as possible in order that Street Scene can empty
bin.

The Projects & Events Manager update members on
resolving the issue of graffiti on noticeboards. It was agreed
that both options listed be looked at.

The Clerk updated the Committee on the Llanerch
Memorial Bench stating that she is awaiting costings but
as there is no budget for benches in the current year, asked
the committee to agree what budget the cost of the bench
should be vired from.

The Committee agreed to use the noticeboard budget to
cover the cost of installing the bench. All agreed.

The Projects and Events Officer stated that Councillor
Nathan Warren had asked for an update on the bench at
Maple Road being moved further away from the road. The
Projects and Events Manager stated that a follow up with
Street Scene would be needed to assess the integrity of the
bench.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the information be noted.

(ii) that option 1 be approved to progress the installation of
bench, noticeboard and bin at Berry’s Corner

(iii) that the noticeboard budget be used to cover the costs
of the Llanerch Memorial Bench.

(iv) that Councillor Warren be updated on the progress of
the Maple Road bench.

MW

LM/CC

396.

Play Equipment

The Committee received a verbal update on the Council’s
decision to supply and install playground equipment at
Pantygasseg Park. The Clerk informed the Committee that
the Purchase Order had been raised and sent to Claire
Pearce Crawford to pass on to the contractor and an
installation date should be available soon.




RECOMMENDED: that the verbal update from the Clerk be
received.

397. | Coal Tips

The Committee received information regarding the
announcement by Welsh Government of high priority Coal
Tip locations. Councillor Clarkson stated that none of the
location listed were of imminent risk and that Torfaen had
now appointed a designate coal tip inspector.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be received.

398. | Committee Budget

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves)
within its remit and the spend to date.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be received.

Signed DY CRair ..o..ouiiiiiii e



