MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2025

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James# (in the Chair)

and Councillor(s): Anne Gunter*, Gaynor James*, Lisa Jones*, Richard
Overton*, Allan Peploe#, Caroline Price*

Officers: Kerrie Smith#, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker),
Cathryn Drew# (Projects Officer)

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min Subject and Decision Action
No

480. Recording of Meeting

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be
recorded for minute taking purposes.

481. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne and
Nick Simons.

482. Declarations of Interest

Councillor(s) Gaynor James, Jon James and Caroline Price
declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council
(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as
members of Pontypool Community Council.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations be noted. KS

483. Planning Applications

Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).




RECOMMENDED: that the comments/observations
stated be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

CP

484.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be
noted.

CP

485.

Planning Applications: Plenary Powers

Members noted observations on planning applications
which had already been submitted between meetings.

RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be
noted.

486.

Biodiversity Sub-Committee — 5 February 2025

Members received an update from the Projects Officer. The
meeting scheduled to take place on 5 February 2025 was
cancelled due to the lack of attendees. The meeting has
been re-arranged and will be held on Wednesday 26
February 2025 at 5.00pm.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

487.

Noticeboards, Bins and Benches

Members received an update report on the status and
current commitments of noticeboards, bins and benches.

Noticeboards

Item 6. Installation of the noticeboard in Cwmynyscoy
should be completed within the next few weeks.

Item 7. Torfaen CBC’s Streetscene Team have advised that
they do not install noticeboards on concrete, only on grass
so they referred the Projects Officer to the Property Team
who provided a quote of £270.00 to install the noticeboard.
Members agreed for the installation to proceed.

CD




Item 14. The Projects Officer informed the meeting that
there was an error in the report relating to the noticeboard
in Berry’s Corner, New Inn. A quotation of £210.00 (not
£240.00) has been received from Property Services to lay
two slabs in front of the noticeboard in Berry’s Corner, New
Inn. Members agreed for this to be completed due to it
being a health and safety issue.

Bins

Item 3. The replacement bin for St Mary’s Church is still
on hold. ClIr RO advised that there is littering in the area
and he has been trying to liaise with the Church to find a
suitable location as the Church do not want the bin to be
replaced in its current location. As the area of land is not
owned by the Church Members agreed that due to the
littering issue the bin is replaced and asked Clir RO to
email the exact location to the Projects Officer so that this
matter can be progressed.

Cllr AG joined the meeting at this point.

Item 16. Installation of the new bins on Pontymoile Basin
is in progress, the Projects Officer is working with Torfaen
CBC’s Streetscene Team and the Canals and River Trust
on a suitable location.

Item 10. The issue with the doggy bin outside Sebastopol
Park has now been resolved. The bin is on order and once
it has been delivered they will arrange for it to be installed.

Item 20. A new request has been received from Clir JJ for
a replacement bin opposite George Street Primary School,
Wainfelin. Members agreed the purchase of a replacement
bin at a cost of £424.00.

Benches
Item 1.The Canal and Rivers Trust have agreed to install
the bench on Bridge 49 of the canal and the works are due

to be completed on 13 February 2025.

Item 11. The replacement bench on Maple Road South is
still on hold, awaiting suitable locations from Torfaen CBC.

CD/RO




Item 5. The maintenance works on the bench opposite
Terry Howells Builders Merchants was completed on 5
February 2025.

Item 21. A new request has been received from Clir LC to
replace the Llanerch Memorial Bench. Members agreed for

a new style bench to be installed in the next financial year.

RECOMMENDED: that the:

(i) information contained within the report be noted;
(i)  installation of the noticeboard in Trevethin be | CD/CC
approved at a cost of £270.00;
(iii) two slabs be laid in front of the noticeboard in| CD/CC
Berry’s Corner New Inn at a cost of £210.00
(iv) bin opposite George Street Primary School,| CD/CC
Wainfelin be replaced at a cost of £424.00;
(V) that a new style bench be installed at the CD
Llanerch Memorial in the next financial year.
488. Community Green Grant
Members received an update on the community green
grants. Two applications have been received and these will
be discussed at the Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting
on 26 February 2025 and then brought back to Planning CD
& Environment Committee on 12 March 2025.
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.
489. Park Equipment - Upland Drive, Trevethin

Members were asked to note a request that had been
received from ClIr Nick Simons regarding the lack of play
equipment in Trevethin.

The Projects & Events Manager contacted Torfaen CBC
who advised that there are no plans to upgrade the play
area as this is often a target for anti-social behaviour.
Should funding in the area become available they will
review all recreational facilities within the Trevethin &
Penygarn Ward and decide what improvements and/or
new facilities would benefit the local community.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.




490.

Committee Budget

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves)
within its remit and the spend to date.

Members were asked to approve the transfer of £427.99
from the Swift Box Earmarked Reserve to the Biodiversity
General budget for the Swift project. The costs are for
technical support/guidance from Webjects, a camera and
two bird callers.

RECOMMENDED: that Members approve the transfer of
£427.99 from the Swift Box Earkmarked Reserve to the
Biodiversity General budget for the Swift project.

CD/CC

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by

Council.
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