
QUICK NOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING 
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th APRIL 2024 

 

NB: Full minutes will be produced in due course 
 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor: Jon James# (In the Chair) 
 

and Councillors: Anne Gunter#, Matt Ford#, Nick Byrne#, Nathan Warren#, 
Jon Cox#, Richard Overton*, Gaynor James* 
 

Also in attendance:  Councillor Lizzie Hunt# 
 

Officers: Lisa McMail# (Clerk), Kerrie Smith (Temp Admin Officer)# (minutes)   
 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 
No 

Subject and Decision 
 

Action 
 

 

544. Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Sue Malson, 

Caroline Price and Lynda Clarkson  

 

 
    

545. Declarations of Interest 

 
Cllrs Jon James, Nick Byrne and Gaynor James declared 

personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items 
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they 
were members of TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool 

Community Council.   
 

 

 
 

 

546. Biodiversity Sub-Committee 
 

Cllr NW advised that a meeting had been held on 10 April 

2024 prior to this meeting. The maintenance on the tree of 

the year has been undertaken and trees in the park have 

been surveyed.  Currently liaising with TCBC and local 

nature action partnership to look at the possibility of 

amalgamating with them to undertake different activities. 

 
RECOMMENDED*:   
(i) that the Biodiversity Action Plan be received, and sub-

committee members send feedback to Cllr NW to finalise. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



    (ii) that the Biodiversity Action Plan be taken to Full 

Council for final approval. 
( 

 

LM 

547. Planning Applications 

 
Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council (TCBC). Cllrs confirmed they had 
no observations. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the observations (or absence of 

observations as the case may be) as outlined in the 
appendix to these minutes be submitted to Torfaen County 
Borough Council. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CP 
 

548. Planning Determinations 

 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals.   Cllrs confirmed they had no 
observations. 

 
RESOLVED:  that the planning determinations be noted. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
CP 

 

549. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 
 

Members noted observations on planning applications 
which had already been submitted between meetings. 
 

RESOLVED: that the that the plenary powers applications 
be noted. 

 

 
      

 
     
 

    CP 
 

550. Notice Boards, Benches and Bins Update 
 

The Committee received a comprehensive report from the 
Projects & Events Manager detailing key areas for 

discussion and costings in relation to the following:  
 
Issues concerning height of noticeboards: 

Benches: 
Outstanding noticeboards 

Litter/Dog Bins 
Budget 
Bench, Bin and Noticeboard plans for the 2024/25 

Financial Year 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDED*:   
(i)Committee not the contents of the report including the 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



costs as outlined above and approve the requests for the 

new dog litter bins, once confirmation had been received by 
the Project Officer from Streetscene that they would be able 
to empty them. 
(ii) The Chair passed on his thanks to the staff for their 
work in moving these projects forward. 

 

 
CD 

 

 
 
 

 

551. Play Equipment – Pantygasseg Ward 

 
An email had been received from Claire Pearce-Crawfod 

requesting further funding for play equipment in the 
Pantygasseg Ward.   
 

RECOMMENDED*:  The Committee approved to fund the 
additional cost of £611 and with the additional funds for 
this coming from the Earmarked reserves for Play 

Equipment. 
 

 

552. Forest Schools 
 

The Committee received an updated report from the 
Projects and Events Manager in relation to information 
regarding sessions and costs.  

 
RECOMMENDED*: that the Committee note the comments 
and costings in the report and agree to fund 2 additional 

sessions at a cost of £600 as detailed in the report.  
 

 

553. Schools Environmental Grant 
 

The Committee received a report from the Projects and 
Events Manager in relation to information of where the 
School Environmental Quiz would be held this year, the 

categories and costings.  
 
RECOMMENDED: that the Committee note the 

information within the report, approve the date and time of 
the environmental quiz and approve the budget, including 

the prize money, which totals £800. 
 

 

554. Live Trees 
 
The Committee received a verbal update from Cllr NW on 

the progress that has been made regarding live trees.  
Cllr NW advised that he was currently in discussion with 
TCBC and a map had been provided which shows if the 

land is in TCBC or Bron Afon ownership.  Cllrs need to take 
a photograph of any areas where a live tree is requested 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



that are on Bron Afon land and send them to Cllr NW who 

would follow this up.   
 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted and any 

requests for live trees that are in areas on Bron Afon land 
be sent to Cllr NW. 
 

 

 
 
Cllr NW 

 
 

555. Committee Budget 
 

The Committee received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 
within its remit and the spend to date.   

 
RECOMMENDED*:  that the Committee receive the 
information, noting the spend to date.  

 

 

 

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 

Council.   
 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Declarations of Interest Declared 

Planning and Environment 

10th April 2024  

 

Name of Member Interest Declared Signature 

 

Councillor Jon James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

Councillor Nick Byrne Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

Councillor Gaynor 

James 

Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


