
QUICKNOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING 
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2023 

 

NB: MINUTES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN DUE COURSE 

 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor:       Jon James (In the Chair)# 
 

and Councillors: Nathan Warren#, John Cox#, Gaynor James#, Richard 
Overton#, Matt Ford#, Caroline Price*, Nick Simons*, Lynda Clarkson* 
 

Officers:  Mrs L McMail (Clerk) *, Mrs R Cronin (Projects & Events Manager)) 
# and Mrs M Watts (Events Officer) 

 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

 

Action 

 
 

187 Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies from Councillors Nick Byrne and Anne Gunter. 

 

 
 
    

188 
 
 

Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillors Jon James, Gaynor James, Lynda Clarkson, 

Caroline Price and Nick Simons declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of 
TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool Community 
Council.  

 
 *Councillor Nick Simons joined at this point 
 

 
 
 

 
 

JW 
 

189 Biodiversity Sub-Committee 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the future biodiversity events be 
advertised ahead of time and reach extended 

(ii) should seeds be purchased in the future, that they be 
given out in Spring time 
(iii) the remaining seeds on site be given out to Pontypool 

Indoor Market and Cllr NW for a selected site at 
Pantygasseg. 

(iv) the terms of reference for the Biodiversity Sub 
committee be approved. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 

190 Planning Applications 
Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council (TCBC).  

 
RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be 
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

191 Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals. 

 
RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

192  Planning Determinations 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals.  

 
RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

193 British Ironworks – Pre-application Consultation 
regarding Land at the British, Talywain 

 
 

RECOMMENDED: Cllr NW to compile a response with 
support from Cllr LC noting that the deadline is 22nd 
September. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

194 Travel opportunities at Usk Road – Stakeholder 

workshop on Tuesday 26th September 2023 
 
The Chair and Leader both stated they were unable to put 

themselves forward for this and as no-one volunteered it 
would be put to Full Council Committee on 27th September 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the item be raised at Full Council  
 

Footnote: Stakeholder workshop will have taken place the 
day before the Full Council meeting. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
JW 

195 Play Equipment 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) Cllr NW to contact Bron Afon to ask 
if they are willing to assist/partner with PCC for a park in 

Pontnewynydd 

 
 

 
 

 



(ii) £8200 previously agreed for Pantygasseg park fencing 

remain in general reserves at this time 
(ii) Costings for sensory/specialist play equipment be 
sought and brought back to the next P&E meeting to be 

considered as a new proposal for Pantygasseg Park. 
  

 

 
 
 

 

196 Office Signage 
 
RECOMMENDED: (i) to proceed with vinyl print for the 

window and door 
(ii) the Youth Council logo be brought into the design for 

above the door. 
 

 
 
 

 

197 Forest Schools 

 
  

 
RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Canal Trust be booked to 
supply Forest School sessions and the Canal; Basin, 

Pontymoile, and transport for children be arranged where 
required. 

(ii) Additional £300 to be taken from the biodiversity 
budget. 
 

 

 

198 Litter bins 

 
 
RECOMMENDED: (i) that Councillors check the map 

reflects bins in their wards  

 

199 Notice Boards 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that Councillors check that the map 
reflects noticeboards in their wards  
(ii) Cllr JC and Cllr LC review their ward and let staff know 

if they require a noticeboard 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

200 Benches 
 

 
RECOMMENDED:  the picnic bench be approved subject 
to costings being received for Sebastopol Park and brought 

back to the next meeting. 
 

 

201 (Christmas) Trees 
 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 
 

 

202 Canal Strategy: Task & Finish Group  



 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted 
 

203 Committee Budget 
 

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 
within its remit and the spend to date. 
 

No comments were raised. 
 

Recommended: 
i. That the information be noted. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
CYNGOR CYMUNED PONT-Y-PŴL 
Declarations of Interest Declared 

 

Planning and Environment Committee 

13th September 2023  

 

Name of Member Interest Declared 
 

Signature 

 

Councillor Jon James,  Declared personal and 
non-prejudicial 
interests in any 
agenda items relating 
to Torfaen County 
Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were 
members of TCBC, as 
well as members of 
Pontypool Community 
Council. 

Signed 

Councillor Gaynor James, Declared personal and 
non-prejudicial 
interests in any 
agenda items relating 
to Torfaen County 
Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were 
members of TCBC, as 
well as members of 
Pontypool Community 
Council. 

Signed 

Councillor Lynda Clarkson Declared personal and 
non-prejudicial 
interests in any 
agenda items relating 
to Torfaen County 
Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were 
members of TCBC, as 
well as members of 

Signed 



Pontypool Community 
Council. 

Councillor Caroline Price Declared personal and 
non-prejudicial 
interests in any 
agenda items relating 
to Torfaen County 
Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were 
members of TCBC, as 
well as members of 
Pontypool Community 
Council. 

Signed 

Councillor Nick Simons Declared personal and 
non-prejudicial 
interests in any 
agenda items relating 
to Torfaen County 
Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were 
members of TCBC, as 
well as members of 
Pontypool Community 
Council. 

Signed 

 

 

 


