
QUICK NOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING 
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2024 

 
NB: Full minutes will be published in due course 

 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor: Jon James# (In the Chair) 
 
and Councillors: Lynn Clarkson*, Anne Gunter*, Nick Simons*, Nathan 
Warren*,  
 
Also in Attendance:  Jon Horlor*, Allan Peploe* 
 
Officers: Lisa McMail (Clerk)# Miriam Watts# (minutes)   
 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 
No 

Subject and Decision 
 

Action 
 
 

434. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies from Councillors Caroline Price, Nick Byrne, 
Gaynor James, Jon Cox, Matt Ford. 
 

 
 
    

435. Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillors Jon James, Lynn Clarkson, and Nick Simons, 
declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any 
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 
(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as members 
of Pontypool Community Council.   

 
 
 
 

436. Biodiversity Sub-Committee 
 
The Committee received an update on the Biodiversity 
Action Plan. Received from Cllr NW. Chair asked for any 
comments: None received. 
 
The Committee discussed the planting of live trees, species, 
sites and suppliers.  
 
Cllr. L Clarkson forwarded an e-mail to Cllr. E. Hunt and 
Cllr. N. Warren regarding the information she had received. 
 
RECOMMENDED:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
i) That the Biodiversity Action Plan be received and 

sub-committee members send feedback to Cllr 
Warren to finalise. 

ii) That the information gathered can be discussed 
before being taken to Full Council to make a 
decision. 

 
437. Planning Applications 

 
Members received and considered the list of planning 
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council (TCBC).  
 
Comments received: 
24/P/0041 Abersychan & Cwmavon 
Cllr L Clarkson commented that there was no parking 
established with the application and that this should be 
questioned. 
 
RECOMMENDED:  
 

i) that the observations stated be submitted to 
Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

 

438. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 
 
Members noted observations on planning applications 
which had already been submitted between meetings. 
 
RECOMMENDED:  
 

i) that the that the plenary powers applications be 
noted. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

439. Planning Determinations 
 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals.  
 
RECOMMENDED: 
  

i) that the that the planning determinations be 
noted. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

440. Mynydd Maen Wind Farm 
 

 
 
 
 



The Committee received an invitation to a meeting on 
Thursday 15th February  after the agenda had been shared 
from community liaison group. 
 
Clerk asked if anyone could attend the Teams meeting? Cllr 
LC would try to attend around her commitments. 
 
RECOMMENDED:  that Cllr LC to attend the RES teams 
meeting at 6pm on Thursday 15th February if possible.   
LMcM to send Cllr LC the link for the meeting. 
 
That any comments on this application be sent to the Clerk 
so it can be discussed at Full Council. 
 

 
 
 

441. Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm (Ref No: DNS/3273368) 
 
Cllr. LC updated the meeting with regards to the current 
position of Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm. More 
information is required before a judgement can be made. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

442. Abertillery Wind Farm – Community Benefits Package 
 
Cllr. LC discussed the areas that were discussed at the 
meeting held on 26th January 2024. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted 

 

 

443. Noticeboards/Litter bins/Benches – Update 
 
The Committee received a  report to provide an update 
overspend. 
 
RECOMMENDED:   
 

i) That the contents of the report be noted and 
actions be noted. 

ii) That TCBC be contacted re the height of the 
noticeboard at Greenway Drive. 

iii) Cllr. RO suggested that the most suitable location 
for the litter bin would be at the bus stop on 
Newport Road. 

iv) PCC to purchase and test the anti graffiti covers. 
The committee decided not to move forward with 
a contractor at this stage and to test the anti 
graffiti in the first instance. 

v) That the bench at Maple Road be removed and 
replaced with a new one. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

444. Disabled Person Parking  



 
The Committee received the information emailed to all 
members. 
 
RECOMMENDED:  
 

i) that the information be noted.  
 

445. One Voice Wales Training – Planning Aid Wales 

 
The Committee received information on training being 
offered on 7th March 2024. 
 
The following Councillors put their names forward for this: 
Cllr N Warren 
Cllr A Gunter – has since declined 
 
RECOMMENDED:   

i) that the Councillors listed above be added to the 
above training 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LM / 
CP 

446. Committee Budget 
 
Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 
within its remit and the spend to date.   
 
RECOMMENDED:   
 

i) that the information be received. 
ii) that approval be given to vire funds from the Litter 

Bin budget to cover Noticeboards and Benches if 
required for the remainder of spend in 2023/24. 

iii) To approve the request to add surplus 
Biodiversity funds into an earmarked reserve for 
2024/2025. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Declarations of Interest Declared 
Planning and Environment 

14th February 2024  

 

Name of Member Interest Declared Signature 



 

Councillor J. James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

Councillor L. Clarkson Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

Councillor N. Simons Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


	Declarations of Interest Declared

