MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2023

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James (In the Chair)#

and Councillors: Nathan Warren#, John Cox#, Gaynor James#, Richard
Overton#, Matt Ford#, Caroline Price*, Nick Simons*, Lynda Clarkson*

Officers: Mrs L McMail (Clerk) *, Mrs R Cronin (Projects & Events Manager))
# and Mrs M Watts (Events Officer)

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min | Subject and Decision Action
No

187 Apologies for absence

Apologies from Councillors Nick Byrne and Anne Gunter.

188 Declarations of Interest

Councillors Jon James, Gaynor James, Lynda Clarkson,
Caroline Price and Nick Simons declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of JW
TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool Community
Council.

*Councillor Nick Simons joined at this point

189 | Biodiversity Sub-Commaittee
The Chair asked that items 3(ii) and 3(iii) be covered first,
and then come back to discuss 3(i).

3(ii) The minutes of the Biodiversity Sub Committee
meeting were received. The Chair asked if the term “place
plan” be clarified. Cllr NW stated that Torfaen are doing a
County wide development plan which is under review.
Members can say what the Community Council would like
to see in Pontypool “place plan” and submit to Torfaen. Cllr
RO asked whether when Pontypool was mentioned whether
it meant the Town or Town and district. Cllr NW confirmed
— all that is covered by PCC.




3(iii) Cllr NW gave a verbal update on the Biodiversity Sub
Committee meeting held in July and the budget.

£15,000 in budget, of which £10,000 is funded from
reserves. £3000 spent so far and no significant spend
projected.

The current projects being worked on are focusing on the
Community Wood with ongoing work with Park Estates and
with the Cradle for Nature site. There is an on site meeting
next week.

Cllr LC stated that an ecology/biodiversity report had been
received on the two sites from Mr Chris Hatch an Ecologist.
This provides further information on the sites. Cllr LC
clarified that this refers to the Cradle for Nature site and
the Pontypool Community Council Wood site, both sites are
side to side.

The Chair requested some further information on the 300
packets of seeds that were purchased. It was confirmed
that the seeds were given out at two events. Projects &
Events Manager confirmed that there were approx. 50
packets remaining and that there was a plan to give these
to Pontypool Indoor Market and Cllr NW for a selected local
site at Pantygasseg. Cllr MF suggested that if seeds are
given out in the future that timings are reviewed, as seeds
need to be planted earlier in the year.

The Chair requested further information on the Forest Fun
days, due to poor attendance. It was discussed how the
Council could further our reach for future events and it was
discussed that the Council needed to ensure other events
are not scheduled for the same day. The Cwmbran Big
event was on when the Forest Fun session was scheduled.
The Chair asked how the decisions on the budget spend
were being made. Cllr NW confirmed that the planned
spend was broken down by activity and had been approved
at a previous Full Council meeting.

3(i) Terms of Reference was received with no comments.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the future biodiversity events be
advertised ahead of time and reach extended

(ii) should seeds be purchased in the future, that they be
given out in Spring time

(iii) the remaining seeds on site be given out to Pontypool
Indoor Market and Cllr NW for a selected site at
Pantygasseg.

(iv) the terms of reference for the Biodiversity Sub
committee be approved.

Clir
NW/AA
/RC

190

Planning Applications
Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen




County Borough Council (TCBC).

RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

CP

191

Planning Applications: Plenary Powers

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted.

CP

192

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted.

CP

193

British Ironworks - Pre-application Consultation
regarding Land at the British, Talywain

Cllr NW suggested from reading the report that there are
positive and negative effects on the environment. Negative
effects relating to the built environment and a risk to
historical buildings which should be considered.

Cllr LC discussed concerns in more detail as more
knowledgeable of this site and project. The risks are that
colliery soil needs to be removed and placed somewhere on
site. No risk in the waterway, confirmed by various
methods, running in the area which is furthest away from
an underground workings. Another issue is that the plan
for two shallow ponds with attenuation areas have changed
as the North pond “The British Ironworks Reservoir” is now
planned to be a deeper permanent pond, with no
attenuation around it due to increase in costs for materials.
Ecologists are happy with the plan — there will still be a
wildlife island in the middle. This varies from what the
public had requested, as they wanted two nature ponds.
Reservoirs are now involved and consultants are involved
in the design. Positives are that water is coming from
underground, the culverts are collapsing so it solves that
issue, but the negative is that the “spoil” needs to be moved
and off site movement proved to be expensive.

It was suggested that Cllr NW compile a response with
support from Cllr LC noting that the deadline is 22nd
September.




RECOMMENDED: Cllr NW to compile a response with
support from Cllr LC noting that the deadline is 22nd
September.

NW/LC

194

Travel opportunities at Usk Road - Stakeholder
workshop on Tuesday 26t" September 2023

The Chair and Leader both stated they were unable to put
themselves forward for this and as no-one volunteered it
would be put to Full Council Committee on 27t September

RECOMMENDED: that the item be raised at Full Council

Footnote: Stakeholder workshop will have taken place the
day before the Full Council meeting.

JW

195

Play Equipment

9(1)) A report was received from the Community
Development Officer in relation to funding opportunities for
a new play park within Pontnewynydd Park. Cllr MF raised
concerns with information within the report in regards to
the lottery funding that could be applied for and that
setting up a Community group could cause issues in the
future.

The Chair stated that setting up a Community group to
manage the park could be a liability rather than an asset.
Cllr LC stated that should it be set up, it would need need
weekly, monthly, annual checks and be covered by Public
Liability. There could be an option to improve a Torfaen or
Bron Afon park in the area, as Torfaen and Bron Afon
would then be responsible for urgent repairs. Clir LC
suggested working in partnership with Bron Afon as it is
close to a lot of their properties. Bron Afon have a Welsh
Government commitment now so it could be worthwhile in
suggesting they are involved in improving the area.

It was agreed by all Councillors that rather than setting up
and supporting a group for a new park that Bron Afon be
contacted to see if they would partner with PCC to provide
this.

Cllr NW has a contact at Bron Afon who has had a similar
partnership in Cwmbran, therefore he would lead on this.

9(ii) The Chair stated that as the funding route for a new
park was not progressing, this item did not require a

member to be nominated. All agreed.

9(iiij) To receive a verbal request regarding a change of




purpose for funding approved in minute 117 (i) of P&E
meeting on 13t July 23. Cllr NW confirmed that the fencing
at Pantygasseg Park had been completed by a contractor as
Pantygasseg Community Group had received other funding
for it. Pantygasseg Community Group have now requested
that the PCC money be used towards sensory play
equipment instead.

The Chair suggested that the item be brought back to the
next P&E meeting, once a proposal had been received from
Panygasseg Community Group for sensory play equipment.
All agreed.

The Clerk suggested that clarification is needed as to
whether PCC would be responsible for the upkeep of the
equipment or whether TCBC could supply and maintain if
PCC did fund it.

Cllr LC asked whether PCC could provide Pantygasseg
Community Group help with grant applications for the
sensory play equipment. Also suggested that the money be
used for other sensory play equipment for other areas.
The Chair asked what budget line was being used for the
£8200. The Clerk confirmed that the £8200 is within
General Reserves and unless confirmed at this meeting to
move the money, it would stay in General Reserves.

RECOMMENDED: (i) Cllr NW to contact Bron Afon to ask
if they are willing to assist/partner with PCC for a park in
Pontnewynydd

(ii) £8200 previously agreed for Pantygasseg park fencing
remain in general reserves at this time

(ii)) Costings for sensory/specialist play equipment be
sought and brought back to the next P&E meeting to be
considered as a new proposal for Pantygasseg Park.

NW

LM

NW

196

Office Signage

The Committee received a report on new office signage. The
Clerk asked if anyone had seen the new signage on the
windows of the building, the Leader stated that it was
better.

The Chair stated it is an improvement and the cost over the
years is not a great amount.

Cllr MF requested that the Youth Council logo be
mentioned above the door alongside the PCC logo. The
Clerk agreed that this could be brought into the design.
All approved cost to add PCC Youth logo.

RECOMMENDED: (i) to proceed with vinyl print for the
window and door

LM/CC




(ii) the Youth Council logo be brought into the design for
above the door.

LM

197

Forest Schools

The Committee received a report from Mrs AA, Projects and
Events Officer. The purpose of the report was for the
Council to decide upon the provision of Forest School
Sessions for 2023.

The Projects and Events Manager stated that the overspend
detailed in the report was due to increased costs associated
with hiring of coaches to take the children to the forest
school sessions. Mrs RC also stated that the overspend may
be less as some schools may be within walking distance of
the Canal Basin.

Cllr MF stated that Forest School provision has many
benefits for children.

Vice Chair Cllr NW stated that there is a £300 provision
within the biodiversity budget that can be used to go
towards the projected £660 overspend.

All Councillors agreed to proceed with the Forest School
provision, paying for the Canal Trust to run 9 sessions and
Pontymoile Canal basin, with the costs of coaches from
schools to the Basin to be covered by PCC as required.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Canal Trust be booked to
supply Forest School sessions and the Canal; Basin,
Pontymoile, and transport for children be arranged where
required.

(ii) Additional £300 to be taken from the biodiversity
budget.

AA/RC
/MW

RC/CC

198

Litter bins

The Committee received a report and demonstration by the
Projects and Events Officer Mrs MW on a Google map for
the litter bins owned by PCC. A total of 57 bins were
mapped and this can now be shared with Councillors and
the general public. It can be used by Councillors to see if
there are too many in one area or areas are in need of
additional bins.

Cllr LC agreed to check all bin locations in her ward for
consistency against the map.

The Chair stated it was down to all Councillors to check
bins in their wards and report any issues.

Cllr MF commended the Staff for their hard work and
making the map.




RECOMMENDED: (i) that Councillors check the map
reflects bins in their wards

199

Notice Boards

The Committee received a report and a Google map for the
noticeboards owned by PCC.

The Projects and Events Manager stated that all notice
boards have now been refurbished.

Cllr RO confirmed he would be the keyholder for the New
Inn Lower noticeboard at Berry’s Corner and confirmed the
location as the junction between The Highway and Newport
Road. Cllr RO also noted that the Upper New Inn
noticeboard has been vandalised — The Chair confirmed
this was in hand.

Cllr JC asked why there were no noticeboards in the
Abersychan/Garndiffaith ward. Cllr LC confirmed that they
had all been removed over time, one community owned
noticeboard does exist. Cllr JC suggests that notice boards
are potentially needed in other wards for even distribution.
Cllr LC and Clir JC will converse to discuss possible new
locations for notice boards in the Abersychan/Garndiffaith
ward.

Cllr NS asked whether the noticeboard in Pontnewynydd
adjacent to the Methodist Church had been refurbished —
the Chair confirmed that it had been done.

Chair - still requests for noticeboard so we should provide
these.

The Chair raised that there are currently communication
issues in regards to litter bins/noticeboards and benches
with TCBC. The Chair has asked the Executive Member at
TCBC to reestablish communications.

The Chair also stated that notice boards should be kept up
to date with relevant material.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that Councillors check that the map
reflects noticeboards in their wards

(ii) Cllr JC and ClIr LC review their ward and let staff know
if they require a noticeboard

200

Benches

The committee received a verbal request from Cllr NW for a
picnic bench in Sebastopol Park. Cllr NW stated he was
awaiting quote from a supplier for three different types of
picnic bench.

It was confirmed that the bench would need to be installed
via TCBC.




RECOMMENDED: the picnic bench be approved subject
to costings being received for Sebastopol Park and brought
back to the next meeting.

201 (Christmas) Trees

15(i) It was confirmed that the Christmas Tree to be sited
at Pontypool Park Gates, would not be placed early as the
gates are used for the Memorial service in November.

15(ii) Cllr NW provided a verbal update on the live trees to
be planted at the Christmas tree sites. The site visit had
been postponed, and Mr Steve Williams, Torfaen’s Ecologist
will investigate the sites for electrical cables etc first.
Ongoing project.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

202 | Canal Strategy: Task & Finish Group

16(i)The committee received the objectives from the Canal
Task and Finish group with no comments.

16(ii) Cllr NW is the contact for the 10-year project to
connect canal all the way to Cwmbran Town centre. It is a
high level meeting, but should anything arise Cllr NW will
report back to the committee.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted

203 | Committee Budget

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves)
within its remit and the spend to date.

No comments were raised.

Recommended:
i. That the information be noted.

Signed DY Chair ..o.o.ouiiiinii e






