MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD REMOTELY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS ON
WEDNESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 6.30PM

In attendance:

Councillor:  Mrs Gaynor James (In the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Elaine Chilcott JP, Lynda Clarkson, John Killick,
Richard Overton

Also in attendance: Councillor Lizzie Hunt

Officers: Mrs Ruth Tucker (Clerk), Ms Jane Wright (Assistant Clerk)

Mr Scott Halson (member of the public)

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

144.

Apologies

No apologies offered.

JW

145.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James, John Killick
and Richard Overton declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC) as they are members of
TCBC, as well as being members of Pontypool Community
Council.

Councillor Elaine Chilcott JP declared an interest in item
12 on the agenda West Monmouth School Enrichment
Project as her grandson attends that school.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of interest be
recorded.

JW

146.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough
Council Planning Applications.

RECOMMENDED: that observations as outlined be
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

CP/AA




147. | Planning Determinations
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.
Councillor Overton welcomed the refusal of the Rechem
Waste Recycling site as it meant the residents of New Inn,
Sebastopol and Griffithstown would not have to relive the
distress they had previously suffered when it was
operational.
RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be | CP/AA
noted.

148. | Plenary Powers
Members received planning application observations made
under plenary powers.
RECOMMENDED: that observations as outlined be CP/AA
approved.

149. | Accessible Roundabout in Pontypool Park

The Committee received a detailed proposal from
Councillor Lizzie Hunt as follows:

Proposal:

“That PCC provide funds from our Play Equipment Reserve
(£38,164 in November 2020) to allow the siting of an
accessible roundabout in Pontypool Park. It is possible that
any funding we provide could be matched or enhanced by
funds from other organisations.

Collaboration would need to be with Torfaen Play, who have
numerous contacts in play equipment supply as well as
access to funding streams, TCBC for planning and TOGS
to ensure that the equipment is suitable for children in the
area with specific needs.

An initial quote for supply and installation came to a
maximum of approximately £19,500 including a speed
restrictor.

This proposal would fall under the Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 for the goals of “A More Equal
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Wales” and “A Healthier Wales”. It would also be in line with
Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,
in line with a child’s right to play”.

Councillor Hunt informed the meeting that there is not one
single accessible roundabout in the whole of Torfaen so it
would be helpful to have one in Pontypool Park where there
is already an accessible swing and good parking for
disabled children.

All members congratulated Councillor Hunt on the
proposal, and all were unanimously in favour of purchasing
the roundabout with enquiries being made through One
Voice Wales and Torfaen play service for match funding as
outlined in her proposal. Councillor Hunt stated that if the
Council work in partnership with Torfaen play, then they
already have access to match funding through some of the
projects they have done already so they might have more
information on how to gain additional funds. The Deputy
Leader added that Torfaen play may also be able to suggest
ways in how the park could be extended or any other
suggestions they may have as since the pandemic he was
aware more than ever how the park had been used more
than ever.

RECOMMENDED: that the proposal from Councillor Hunt
be approved with enquiries being made through Torfaen
play service and One Voice Wales for match funding, as well
as making enquiries with Torfaen play service on ideas for
extending the park.

RT/RG

150.

Local Places for Nature

The Council received information from Rachel Carter, the
new ‘Places of Nature” Officer for One Voice Wales
explaining that Local places for nature is a capital funding
programme set up by Welsh Government to halt and
reverse the decline of biodiversity in Wales. Under the
‘Environment act 2016’ all local authorities have a section
6 duty to maintain and enhance biodiversity. Funding is
available up to £250,00 for large projects but projects can
be any size.

The Deputy Leader said from reading the information it was
unclear if funding was available of up to £250,00 for large
projects or the total amount for projects was £250,000. It
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was agreed that the Clerk would clarify this position with
Rachel. He further added that the Events Officers could
liaise with Torfaen’s own Nature Officer Veronica
Brannovich who had the necessary expertise in relation to
any large or small projects worth exploring as he was sure
she would have some ideas straight away. Enquiries should
also be made with Pontypool Park Friends as he was aware
that they have undertaken projects in the park, and they
may have some ideas of projects that could come under this
programme and therefore he was confident that a very good
project could be thought of in a short space of time to apply
for the funding outlined.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the Clerk contacts Rachel
Carter to clarify the position in relation to funding.

(ii) that the Events Officers liaise
with Veronica Brannovich as outlined above.

[Councillor Lynda Clarkson joined the meeting at this point
and apologised for being late due to internet problems].

RT/RG

AA/RC

151.

Notice Boards

The Committee received a report on notice boards. The
Finance Manager had sent a letter/e-mail to members on
the 19 August 2021 who are responsible for notice board(s)
within their wards. They were asked to inspect them and
notify her of their current condition and if any repairs were
required. A reminder e-mail/letter was sent to members
on the 26 August 2021, four members had responded with
their comments: Councillor Mrs E. Hunt, Councillor J.
Killick, Councillor Mrs J. Taylor and Councillor B. Taylor
JP.

The Finance Manager informed the meeting that although
there was nothing down for the Pantygasseg notice board
the Clerk was aware that there was an issue with this
board. The Clerk informed members that as she was the
only member of staff who knew the location of all the notice
boards, she would compile a detailed report on the current
condition of them. It was agreed that the Finance Manager
and the Clerk visit all the notice boards and an update be
given at the next Planning & Environment meeting
regarding their current condition. The Finance Manager
presented three options for the replacement or erection of
notice boards - stainless steel, wood or recycled plastic, all
of which cost approximately £2,000 (although she was not
sure if this included the subscription so she would need to
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check on this). It was unanimously agreed by Committee
that recycled plastic notice boards are the best way forward
due to wood rotting and the increase in metal theft.

It was further agreed that the requests from Councillor
Hunt and Councillor Killick be acted upon immediately in
order not to delay planning process.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the Clerk and Finance Manager visit all the notice
boards and bring a report back to the next Planning &
Environment meeting.

(ii) that the notice board on Greenway Drive be replaced
immediately.

(iii) that a new notice board be positioned outside the shop
on Hillside Drive to replace the one that was originally sited
at Blanedare.

(iv) agreed that where new notice boards are installed or
repositioned recycled plastic to be used at an approximate
cost of £2,000 each subject to the Finance Manager
clarifying if inscription was included in the costs.

RT/CC

CC

152.

Doggy/Litter Bins

The Committee received a report from Events Officers Mrs
RC. The purpose of the report was to provide details
received by the Events Officer from Members regarding bins
within their wards that have been removed from Bron Afon
land and not replaced, and to provide a brief update on the
doggy/litter bin ongoing list. The Events Officer is keeping
in regular contact with Mrs Sian Watkins of the Street
Scene Team. At the time of writing the report only 1 out of
the initial 8 bins purchased had been installed, the
remaining 7 were due to be installed after August Bank
Holiday. Once these have been completed the next bins on
the list will be actioned. The Vice-Chair of Planning
informed the meeting that as of yet the bins had not been
installed, however she felt this was more to do with staff
shortages than installing them. It should be noted that Mrs
RC has received an updated costing for the bins and
installation from Mrs Watkins. The cost has further
increased from £292.00 to £302.00, however Mrs Watkins
has stated that we can continue with the £292.00 cost. It
was agreed that the Clerk ascertain the position in relation
to bins that have been removed from Bron Afon land and




not replaced in order to update the Committee at the next
Planning meeting.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the information in relation to the present update on
the doggy/litter bins be noted as well as costs.

(ii) that the Clerk clarifies the position with Bron Afon in
relation to doggy/litter bins that have been removed.

[Footnote — Sian Watkins has indicated that any future bins to be
ordered will now cost £302.00 plus £50 installation.

RT/
RC

153.

Plant a tree for the Jubilee

The council received a report produced by the Events
Officers in relation to suggested areas of planting a tree for
the Queens Jubilee. As only 4 trees have been requested
by members to date the plant a tree for the Jubilee initiative
would not be suitable as they must provide a minimum of
15 trees as outlined in recommendation (3) of the report. It
was therefore agreed to look at purchasing a tree(s) from a
local garden centre or online to plant in the park or to
source a commemorative Jubilee bench with costings and
details for both being brought back to the next meeting.

RECOMMENDED: that details and costings be sought for
as outlined above to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee and they
be brought back to the next Planning & Environment
meeting

RT/CP

154.

Abersychan School Environmental Grant

In relation to the application for an Environmental Grant
request from Abersychan Comprehensive School a member
informed the meeting that they had reservations in
awarding money to the school in relation to previous
applications from the school where some of the work had
not materialised so the Council should be cautious. To
this effect it was agreed that any money awarded be given
in stages and that in the first instance the school be asked
how much they predict the first stage would cost; then as
soon as that stage had been completed, they let the Council
know in order that additional funding could follow in
separate stages.

It was agreed that this be deferred to the next Planning
meeting so that a report could be presented to the
Committee to include the information as outlined above as




well as the money spent to date on environmental grants.
A member made the point that if it is done in stages and
costs more than what the Council presently has in the
Environmental budget then some of the money could be
taken from the Environmental Grant budget next year.

RECOMMENDED: that action be taken as outlined above.

155.

West Monmouth School Enrichment Project

The Clerk informed the meeting that West Monmouth had
officially asked for the Council’s assistance to purchase the
following for their school enrichment project:

Bulbs 10 x 100 pack =1000 bulbs (£100)
Trowels 20 (£60)
Compost 4 x SOL bags (£23.20)

Total cost: £183.20

It was unanimously agreed that the Council assist with
this worthwhile project.

RECOMMENDED: that the Council award £183.20 to
West Monmouth School for their Enrichment project.

AA/CC
LM

156.

Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme Consultation

The Committee received information from Sherwood
Forestry regarding Glastir Woodland Scheme Consultation
request.

RECOMMENDED: that the Council welcome the proposed
tree planting scheme

157.

Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan (2018-

2033

The Committee received and considered the update for the
Torfaen Local Development Plan (2018-2033)

RECOMMENDED: that the information be received.

Chair of Planning & Environment




Signed by

--------------------------------------------------------------------



