
MINUTES OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL PLANNING & 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICES 
WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor:     Mrs G. E. James     (In the Chair) 
 

Councillors in attendance:  J. Killick, Mrs R. Matthews, Mrs J. Taylor  
Also present: Councillor B. Taylor JP. 
 

Apologies: N. Byrne, Mrs E. Chilcott JP and N. Simons 
 
Officers: Mrs R. Tucker, Mrs A Ambrosen 

 
 

121 Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillor Mrs G. E. James declared an interest in any item 
on the agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 
and Councillor R. Matthews declared a personal interest in 

item 9 – Proposed licence. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of 

interest be recorded. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
JW 

122. Planning Applications 
 

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough 
Council Planning Applications. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that observations as 
outlined be submitted to Torfaen County 
Borough Council.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
AA 

 

123. Plenary Powers 
 

Members received planning observations made in 
conjunction with the Clerk. 
 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the Plenary Power 
observations be noted. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
AA 

 

 
 

 
 



124. Planning Determinations 

 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the planning 

determinations be noted. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AA 
 

125. Planning Appeal 

 
The Committee received details of the planning appeal 
decision relating to the reclamation of former opencast 

workings at Tirpentws and other related matters which had 
been dismissed by the Welsh Minister for Housing and 
Local Government. Members welcomed the decision. 

 
The Clerk explained that the document was quite 

substantial but if any member would like to view it then 
they should let her know.  
 

RECOMMENDED: That the information 
on the planning appeal be received. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

AA 
 

 

126. Planning Application Comments 
 

The Committee discussed the process for Community 
Councils to comment on planning applications and asked 

what wording should be used when a member does not 
receive any objections from the public, The Deputy Leader 
stated that current wording of “no observations” could give 

the impression that the Council is not bothered by the 
application when that is not the case.  The Committee 

asked the Clerk to contact the Planning Department for 
clarification on what wording should be used in the future. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the information be 
noted.  
(ii)  that the Clerk contact the Planning 

Department for clarification on what wording 
should be used in the future. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RT 

 

127. 
 
 

 
 

Keep Wales Tidy 
 
The Committee received a report from Mr T. Board, 

Torfaen’s Environmental Projects Officer for Keep Wales 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tidy supporting the Council’s desire to be a Community 

Hub and requesting a meeting. 
 
A member explained that she had recently attended a 

meeting and heard from a Torfaen County Borough Council 
Councillor that her ward was currently experiencing an 
increase in  Fly Tipping etc.  The member enquired if she 

could pass Mr Board’s contact details onto the Torfaen 
County Borough Council Councillor to enquire if that ward 

could be included in a Community Hub. All members 
agreed. 
 

The Committee recommended that the Clerk contact Mr 
Board to invite him to a meeting. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Clerk contact 

Mr Board to invite him to a meeting. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
RT 

128. 
 

Amazing Tree Application 
 
Members received a verbal update from the Clerk on the 

amazing tree application. 
 

The Clerk explained that the Council had nominated a 400 
year old Sweet Chestnut tree in Pontypool Park in the 
amazing tree competition and that the entry had been 

shortlisted as a finalist. 
 
The Clerk explained that Mr McBride had contacted her to 

arrange to take pictures of the tree but he wanted to 
include the local press, some local school children and 

Councillors in the photos and he had asked the Clerk to try 
and organise this for Tuesday 17th September or 
Wednesday 18th September. 

 
The Chair of Council stated that she would love to attend 
the photoshoot.  The Leader of Council stated she would 

try and attend but may have work commitments. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Clerk arrange a 
photoshoot with local children, press and 
Councillors. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RT/AA 

129. Proposed Licence 
 
The Chair of Council left the room. 

 
 
 

 



Members considered a project which involved the Council 

taking out a licence for a parcel of land in Pontypool Town 
Centre. 
 

The Clerk explained that The Chair of Council had for some 
time been working with the children from Osbourne Lodge 
Nursery to clean and tidy and plant flowers on a parcel of 

land, which is a raised planting area at the end of George 
Street in Pontypool.  Enquiries were made informally with 

Torfaen County Borough Council officers regarding taking 
ownership of the parcel of land so that the children from 
Osbourne Lodge Nursery could take care of it. 

 
Torfaen County Borough Council Asset Management team 

have agreed that a licence could be granted to the 
Community Council for a period of 3 years and the 
Community Council would be responsible for Grounds 

Maintenance and litter picking of the land. Torfaen County 
Borough Council would be responsible for maintenance 
and cutting back of shrubs, maintenance and repair of the 

stone boundary retaining walls, maintenance and repair of 
any apparatus and street furniture.   

 
The cost would be £100 to the Community Council for legal 
costs. 

 
The Clerk explained that the Community Council would 

need to carry out health and safety checks and provide risk 
assessments etc if it is to comply with the terms of licence. 
 

One member had sent in the following questions:  
 
“If the Community Council supports this proposal will 

every other ward be given the same opportunity as we all 
have small patches of overgrown land we would like to see 

maintained? 
 
If the nursery loses interest who will be responsible for the 

maintenance and upkeep of the land currently looked after 
by TCBC? 
 

Are the Community Council blindly setting a precedent? 
 

A member agreed with the questions at the meeting. 
 
A discussion took place and it was recommended that the 

Clerk contact Torfaen County Borough Council and request 
a meeting with the Executive Member for Environment to 

discuss the matter further. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

The Chair of Council re – entered the room and the Clerk 
informed her of the recommendation. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Clerk contact 
the Executive Member for Environment at 
Torfaen County Borough Council to request a 

meeting to discuss the matter. 
 

 

 
 
 

RT 

130. Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
 

Members were asked to approve a Biodiversity plan as 
required by the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
 

The Deputy Leader stated that he and the Clerk had 
recently attended a presentation on Biodiversity at a local 
Council Partnership Committee and he had requested that 

Torfaen County Borough Council suggest three things that 
the Torfaen Community Councils could do to help with 

Biodiversity in the area and then those Community 
Councils could approve and support Torfaen County 
Borough Council. 

 
All members agreed. 

 
RECOMMENDED: Torfaen County Borough 
Council to suggest three things that Torfaen  

Community Councils could do to help with 
Biodiversity in the area and the Community 
Council would then consider approving the 

suggestions made. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ALL 
 
 

 
 

131. Major Spatial Planning Survey 

 
Members received an email from One Voice Wales regarding 
Major Spatial Planning Survey.  The Clerk stated that she 

would encourage all members to take part in the survey.  A 
discussion took place and it was recommended that the 
Council respond as a group rather than as individual 

Councillors.  All members are to respond to the Clerk and 
the Clerk will bring the responses to a Full Council meeting 

to be discussed. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that all members 

participate in the survey and respond to the 
Clerk. 
(ii) that the Clerk bring the responses to Full 

Council to discuss putting one general 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

ALL 

 
 
 

RTJW 



response forward from the Council rather than 

from individual Councillors. 
 

 

 

132. Daffodils 

 
Members were asked to approve a list of sites for daffodils 

and consider the planting of bulbs this year. 
 
Several members had provided sites for daffodils this year. 

 
The Clerk explained that the Taskforce used to plant the 

bulbs but since the Taskforce has been disbanded the 
Council has no one to plant them. She stated that she had 
contacted Torfaen County Borough Council to see who 

owned the land and had enquired if they would plant the 
bulbs for the Community Council for this year only.  No 
response had been received as yet. 

 
The Clerk explained that Bron Afon would need to be 

contacted and that she would get some quotes from local 
gardeners. 
 

A discussion took place on the different bulbs that could 
be planted as well as daffodils and it was suggested that 

tulips and spring flowers could also be planted. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the Clerk contact 

Bron Afon regarding land ownership and 
obtain quotes from local gardeners regarding 
the planting of bulbs in the future. 

(ii) that a variety of bulbs/seeds be planted in 
future not just daffodils this would 

demonstrate the Council’s commitment to 
biodiversity. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

CHAIR 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
RT 



 


