
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2023 

 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor:       Jon James (In the Chair)# 

 
and Councillors: Nathan Warren#, Lynda Clarkson* John Cox#, Gaynor 
James*, Richard Overton#*, Caroline Price*, Nick Simons* 

 
Officers:  Ms J. Wright (Assistant Clerk and minute taker)#, Mrs M. Watts 
(Events Officer)# 

 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 
No 

Subject and Decision 
 

Action 
 

 

245 Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies from Councillors  
 

 

 
    

246 Declarations of Interest 

 
Councillors Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James, Caroline Price 
and Nick Simons declared personal and non-prejudicial 

interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 
Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, 

as well as members of Pontypool Community Council.  

 

 
 
 

JW 

247 Biodiversity Sub-Committee 
 

The Chair of the Biodiversity Sub-Committee informed the 
meeting that he wished to bring three items to member(s) 
attention as follows: 

 
(i) There will be another round of eco-tree literacy training 

taking place over two days on the 21st and 23rd November, 
between 10.00 am and 12.30 pm. (the two sessions need to 
be attended). He stated that this is an excellent course 

which he and Cllr AG had previously attended, and he was 
keen for other people to undertake the training as well. Any 

person(s) interested in attending to let the Assistant Clerk 
know.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



(ii) There is a vacancy on the Biodiversity Sub-Committee if 

any member is interested in taking up. It was agreed that 
an item be placed on October Full Council to this effect. 
(iii) The Biodiversity Sub Committee are starting to plan the 

2024 Biodiversity plan, as 2024 is just around the corner, 

so asked for input from all in relation to biodiversity, 

nature, sustainability, whatever projects/ideas people may 

have to bring them forward.  Cllr NW would be arranging a 

meeting to discuss this and would share the invitation with 

everyone to come along when the meeting was set up. 

RECOMMENDED: that the information relayed by the 
Chair of Biodiversity be received. 

 

248 Planning Applications 
 

Members received and considered the list of planning 
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC).  
 
RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be 

submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CP 

249 Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 
 
Members noted observations on planning applications 

which had already been submitted between meetings. 
 

RESOLVED: that the plenary powers applications be noted 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CP 
 

250  Planning Determinations 
 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals.  
 

RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CP 

251 Noticeboards 
 

The Committee had received a request for a notice board to 

be re-sited at Trevethin shops. The Chair and members had 

no problems with this request.  

 

RECOMMENDED: that the notice board be resited at 

Trevethin shops.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

252 Play Equipment  



 

Cllr NW informed the meeting that after the last Planning 
& Environment he had talked to Bron Afon (BA) to see if 
they would be interested in getting involved with funding 

for Pontnewynydd Park.  He had an informal chat with a 
gentleman he knows at Bron Afon who wished to be 
involved, stating that an idea would be to send formal 

invitations out.  He had also reached out to Mr Alfie Best to 
see if he would be interested in supporting as he is a 

member of the committee of Zion Hill Church, which is a 
constituted group so could apply for grants.  
 

Further to Cllr NW’s update Cllr NS informed the meeting 
that he had received an e-mail from Joanna Giatra who is 

a Community Environmental Officer stating that funds 
have been secured from the Shared Prosperity Fund under 
the Tackling Nature Emergency program including park 

improvement or creating new recreation facilities; 
consultation letters had already gone out within a 500 
metre boundary to all the residents and hopefully they will 

get back with positive reviews for it to move forward.   
 

The Chair stated that with the funding coming along and 
with Cllr NW doing the work with Bron Afon, this is all 
looking extremely positive. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information in relation to play 

equipment at Pantygasseg be welcomed.  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

253 Benches 
 

The Committee approved the costing of a picnic bench for 
Sebastopol Park at £545 plus VAT following on from the 
last P & E meeting. Cllr NW stated that the bench is going 

into a Bron Afon managed park, there is a £200 installation 
fee which he has asked Bron Afon to cover, he is waiting to 
hear back from them.  It was further agreed that any 

equipment the Council fund and is installed that photos be 
taken to include in the 2023/2024 Annual report.  

 
The Chair stated on a general note in relation to 
benches/notice boards and doggy bins, these are presently 

on hold as the person who normally deals with these at 
TCBC is on long term sick, so communication has broken 

down and everything is being held up.  To this effect he 
stated that he had e-mailed the Chief Executive of TCBC 
Steven Vickers (SV) with his concerns about this, SV had 

e-mailed him back to say that he would be looking into this 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



and reporting back to him, so hopefully can get some 

means of communication back on track.   
 
RECOMMENDED:  

(i) that the costing of £545 plus VAT be approved for 
the picnic bench at Sebastopol park. 

(ii) to note the information relayed by the Chair in 

relation to breakdown of communication with 
TCBC. 

[Footnote: Mrs RC, Projects & Events Manager has a 
meeting with Louise Powell, Interim Manager at Torfaen 
over Teams on Thursday morning regarding benches, and 
would follow up on noticeboard installation and litter bins 

at the same time.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
CC 

 

 
RC 

 
 
 

 

254 Committee Budget 

 
Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 

within its remit and the spend to date.  No comments were 
raised.  
 

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


