
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD REMOTELY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS ON 

WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2021 AT 6.30PM 

 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor:     Mrs Gaynor James (In the Chair) 

 
Councillors in attendance: Keith James, John Killick, Richard Overton, Ben 

Rapier  

 
Officers:  Richard Gwinnell (Acting Clerk) and Ms Jane Wright (Assistant 

Clerk)  

 
The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 

 

202. Apologies 

 
Councillors Elaine Chilcott JP and Lynda Clarkson 

 

 
   JW 

203. 

 
 

 

 

Declarations of Interest 

 
Councillors Gaynor James, Keith James, John Killick and 

Richard Overton declared personal and non-prejudicial 

interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 
Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, 

as well as being members of Pontypool Community 

Council.  

 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of interest be 

recorded. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

JW 

204. Planning Applications 

 
Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough 

Council Planning Applications.  

 

RECOMMENDED: that the observations as outlined in the 
attached appendix be submitted to Torfaen County 

Borough Council. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

CP/ 
   AA 

205. Planning Determinations 

 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 

 

 
 

 

 



 
RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be 

noted. 

 

 
CP 

    AA 

 

206. Pre-application consultation: Bron Afon: land at 
Osbourne Road/Michael Way 

 

The Committee was asked if they wished to comment on 
the above consultation.  

 

The Chair informed the meeting that she had received a 
telephone call from a resident who had lived opposite the 

proposed redevelopment site for a very long time, and he 

was concerned that the ground may be contaminated. He 

had informed her that, some years ago on the site where 
Bron Afon were planning to build, there were maisonettes. 

During removal it was found that they contained  asbestos 

so, allegedly due to the financial implications of removing 
the asbestos, the maisonettes were buried in the ground. 

He was concerned that the land remained contaminated. 

Members thanked the Chair for bringing it to their 
attention. It was agreed that a letter be sent asking if a full 

environmental impact study had been undertaken as part 

of the pre-planning stage especially in relation to any 
contaminated ground.  

 

RECOMMENDED: a letter be sent to Bron Afon as outlined 

above. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

JW 

207. Local Places for Nature 

 
The Acting Clerk informed the meeting that Ms AA, Events 

Officer had been liaising with Veronica Brannovic. She 

would be putting ideas forward for Pontypool projects for 
which the Council could apply for funding, so this was a  

work in progress at present.  Although Rachel Carter from 

One Voice Wales was presently on sick leave the Deputy 

Leader felt that Veronica would be aware of the funding 
available and whether it was £250,000 for one project or 

£250,000 across several projects. 

 
The Deputy Leader outlined the importance of this funding 

and the potential for a large piece of work. He had already 

asked for the next Local Council Partnership Committee to  
include further discussion on this as he felt it was  a matter 

which would benefit from a partnership approach between 

several councils.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



RECOMMENDED:  
(i) that the information be noted 

(ii) that Council agrees that ‘Local Places for Nature’ should 

be followed up positively as an item on the next LCPC 

agenda. 
 

 

 
 

RG/RT 

 

 
 

 

208. Plant a tree for the Jubilee 
 

The Chair referred to the discussion at Full Council which 

agreed that a tree should be planted instead of a bench and 
gave her support for this. After discussion it was agreed 

that a budget of £500 be set aside to plant a tree and site 

a plaque for the Jubilee next year with the species of tree(s) 

being decided nearer the time.  
 

On a separate note, the Acting Clerk was pleased to inform 

members that the Interpretation Board and signposts for 
the Tree of the Year 2019 had recently been installed in the 

park. Members asked that Mrs RC be thanked for all her 

hard work in relation to this.  
 

RECOMMENDED:  

(i) that a budget of £500 be set aside for Plant a tree for the 
Jubilee. 

(ii) that the Acting Clerk thank Mrs RC on the Council’s 

behalf. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

LM/CC 
 

RG 

209. Abersychan School Environmental Grant 

 
The Chair stated that members had received information 

circulated by Events Officer, Mrs A.A.  To date the Council 

had spent £4,412.20. It was previously thought that the 
remainder of the Environmental Grants budget for 

2020/21 (£1900) would be accrued for the 2021/2022 

budget. However, this was not the case. Therefore, there 

was a current overspend of £412.20. Any other amounts 
awarded to schools could be taken from the Environmental 

awards reserve which was £3000.  

 
It was unanimously agreed that as, Abersychan had 

provided important evidence about what they had 

accomplished with the £500.00 they had been awarded 
from the Council earlier in the year, an additional £500 

should be awarded and a letter sent to this effect subject to 

Council approval.  The school should be informed that this 
this was an exceptional circumstance and the Council 

commended it for significantly improving in its application 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



the description of the work being undertaken.  
 

RECOMMENDED:  

(i) that Abersychan Secondary School be provided with an 

additional environmental grant of £500.00 noting the 
exceptional circumstance and a letter sent as outlined. 

(ii) that the overspend of £912.20 be taken from the 

Environmental awards reserve budget.  
 

 
 

 

LM/CC 

 
JW 

 

LM/CC 

210. Climate Change Newsletter 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information in the Climate 

Change Newsletter be received and noted.  

 

 
                                                                Chair 

 

 

 

   

 Signed by the Chair ……………………………………………………………….. 


