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MINUTES OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL PLANNING & 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICES 
WEDNESDAY 9th OCTOBER 2019 

 
 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor:     Mrs G. E. James     (In the Chair) 
 

Councillors in attendance:  Miss L. Clarkson, Mrs E. Chilcott JP and Mrs R. 
Matthews 
 

Officers: Mrs R. Tucker, Ms J. Wright 
 
 

172. Apologies 
 

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors N. 
Byrne, J. Killick and N. Simons. 

 

 
 

 

173. Declarations of Interest 

 
Councillor Mrs G. E. James declared an interest in any item 
on the agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough Council  

 
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of 
interest be recorded. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

JW 

174. Planning Applications 
 
Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough 

Council Planning Applications. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that observations as 
outlined be submitted to Torfaen County 
Borough Council.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
AA 

 

175. Planning Determinations 
 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the planning 
determinations be noted. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
AA 
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176. Planning Comments 

 
The Committee received a report from the Clerk on 
planning comments to be made to Torfaen County Borough 

Council after the Clerk spoke to a Senior planning officer 
at Torfaen. At a meeting in September members queried 
whether Torfaen County Borough were reporting the 

comments made by the Community Council with respect to 
planning applications. 

 
The view of Planning Officer is:- 
“that the clearest response where the Council has 

considered the planning application would be to state “This 
Council has no objections”.  No comment/observations 

could be misinterpreted as a response not being given, 
however in those cases Torfaen is reporting as No Reply 
Received. The Clerk clarified that observations that are 

made by members are still sent through to Torfaen. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the Council in 

future makes the following comment on 
planning applications where there are 

no objections to make the Council’s 
position quite clear: 
 

“This Council has no objections”  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AA/ 
   CP 

177. Notice Boards 
 
Members received a report on the usage and state of the 

notice boards. The Clerk stated that the Council is 
responsible for 16 notice boards.  Over the years some have 

been damaged beyond repair, others have had to be 
removed and many repaired with a few having been 
replaced, however there are a few notice boards with no 

information in whatsoever and to this effect the Clerk has 
been approached by some members of the public to have 
access to the boards which they will update with Council 

notices as well as any for their own community.  If the 
Council allows this, it will be strictly monitored but will 

ensure that the boards are not left with old notices and in 
a bad state of repair. There is a universal key to all notice 
boards.    

 
Members did not have a problem with this as long as they 

sign for the key and it is strictly monitored. Some 
councillors said that some members were not using their 
notice boards at all and it was agreed that the Clerk write 

to all members to ascertain if they were not going to use 
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their notice board to let her know in order that they can be 

relocated instead of purchasing new ones or the offices 
would update them. 
 

RECOMMENDED:  
(i) that the Council 

approves the passing of a key for the notice 

boards to a member of the  public in the 
locality of the board, providing that the 

person displays council notices as well as 
community ones. 

(ii) Each key will be 

signed out to keep tabs on it. 
(iii) All members be asked 

if they use their notice boards in order that 
they can be relocated if this not the case or 
the offices would update them. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

RT 
 

 
 
 

 
RT 

178. Daffodils 

 
The Committee received a report on Daffodils.  There is 
£2000.00 in the budget for daffodils.  Obviously there will 

be a greater cost than in previous years as the work was 
undertaken by the Task Force, the cost of which was not 

transferred to the Task Force budget. Members felt that the 
one quote to plant the daffodils for £1350.00 was 
extortionate however a second quote for £384.00 (£16.00 

an hour) was more reasonable, she was still awaiting a 
reply from Ms S. Watkins, Torfaen Street scene.  Members 
felt that the second quote was far more reasonable and it 

was agreed that a maximum of £500.00 be awarded if it 
took more hours than quoted, however this was subject to 

Ms. Watkins coming back with a cheaper quote. The report 
outlined that the Council will be encouraging the planting 
of seeds and bulbs in a variety of other areas, in 

partnership with Torfaen County Borough Council which 
will be further considered at the budget day.  This will 
demonstrate a commitment to biodiversity in accordance 

with the Public Services Objectives. 
 

RECOMMENDED: 
(i) that the Committee approve 

the second quote at a cost of £384.00 

(maximum £500.00) for the bulb planting 
subject to a lower quote being obtained from 

Ms. Watkins at Torfaen. 
(ii) that the bulbs be 

purchased and the Clerk be given plenary 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CC 

 
 

 
 

RT 
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powers with the Chair of the Committee to 

agree to the details regarding the planting. 
 

179. Christmas Trees 

 
Members received a report on Christmas trees along with 

the Christmas tree list for 2019. The Clerk informed the 
meeting that at the Events meeting in September it was 
agreed that the Christmas tree in Talywain be resited in 

Abersychan.  Subsequent to the meeting the Abersychan 
member requested that the tree in Talywain remains after 

feedback from his constituents and consideration be given 
to providing a further tree in Abersychan. Enquiries have 
already been made regarding connection to the power 

supply at a cost of £95.00.  The tree and dressing thereof 
will cost approximately £1500.00.  There is sufficient 
budget for this additional tree. 

 
A discussion took place as to whether the new electrical 

supply in the location could be used for a Christmas tree 
and it was agreed that the Clerk would clarify the position 
before informing the other ward member for Abersychan.  

 
RECOMMENDED: that the list of trees be 

approved including a new tree in 
Abersychan subject  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
RT/ 

CC 

180. 

 

National Development Framework 

 
The Committee received and considered the National 
Development Framework for 2020 – 2040.   

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be 

received.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

181. Protecting Community Spaces 

 
The Committee received information from Fields in Trust 

Cymru via One Voice Wales on Protecting Community 
Spaces. It was agreed that a letter be sent asking what 
support the Community Council could give them going 

forward and what they could offer the Community Council.  
 

RECOMMENDED: that a letter be sent to Fields 
in Trust Cymru as outlined above.  
                        

                                              Chair 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

JW 
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