
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2024 

 
In attendance: 
  

Councillor:   Jon James (in the Chair)#      
  

and Councillor(s): John Cox* (connection issues), Anne Gunter*,  
Gaynor James#, Lisa Jones*, Richard Overton*,  
Allan Peploe#, Caroline Price* 

  
Officers:   Kerrie Smith, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker)#,   

Miriam Watts# (Projects and Events Manager)   
  
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
   

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
  

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

  

Action 

  

  

348. Recording of Meeting 

 

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be 

recorded for minute taking purposes. 

 

  

349. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne, 

Lynda Clarkson and Nick Simons. 

  

  

  

   

350. Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor(s) Gaynor James, Jon James and Caroline Price 

declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 

(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool Community Council.  

 

Councillor Richard Overton declared a personal interest in 

agenda item 4 – planning application 24/P/0654 as he is 

a member of the Scout Group. 

 

RECOMMENDED:  that the declarations be noted. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS 



351. Planning Applications 

 

Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC). 

 

Cllr RO requested that comments be sent to TCBC in 

relation to agenda item 4 – planning application 

24/P/0608.  “Is the siting of the container permanent, how 

large is it going to be and is it going to be an eyesore?” 

 

RECOMMENDED:  that the comments/observations 

stated be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

CP 

  

352. Planning Determinations 

 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be 

noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CP 

 

353. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

 

Members noted observations on planning applications 

which had already been submitted between meetings. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be 

noted. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CP 

 

 

354. Biodiversity Sub Committee 

 

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the 

Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting which was held on 9 

October 2024. 

 

Cllr AG asked for an amendment to be made to paragraph 

8 – “the community orchard has not been established, the 

much needed community support has been established 

the actual orchard plan is still ongoing.” 

  

RECOMMENDED: that the minutes of the Biodiversity 

Sub-Committee held on 9 October 2024 be confirmed as a 

true record, subject to the above amendment. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KS/MW/ 

CD 

  



355. The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Action 

Plan 2025  

  

Members received a copy of the Biodiversity and Resilience 

of Ecosystems Action Plan 2025. 

 

 RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

356. Noticeboards, Bins and Benches  

  

Members received an update report on the status and 

current commitments of noticeboards, bins and benches. 

 

Replacement of the noticeboard outside Panteg Cemetery 

and the new noticeboard request for Snatchwood will be 

considered in the next financial year.  

 

The bin at East View is still ongoing.  Cllr AG is still in 

negotiations. 

 

The Project Officer will contact Streetscene to see if they 

will consider emptying the two new bins at Pontymoile 

Basin before the Council commit to purchasing the bins.  

A further update will be brought to the next meeting.   

 

Streetscene have reviewed the bench in Brynwern, costs 

for maintenance will be identified and an update provided 

at the next meeting. 

 

Two new requests have been received for benches along the 

canal and a new picnic bench in Pantygasseg.  

 

The Committee agreed that the Projects Officer carry out 

an inspection of the benches along the stretch of the canal 

from Pontymoile and an update be provided for the next 

meeting. 

 

There are no more funds in benches at the moment so any 

requests received, including the above, will be considered 

in the next financial year. 

 

The Projects Officer will be carrying out a full audit of 

benches throughout the Pontypool area within the next few 

months and a report will be brought to Committee before 

the next financial year. 

 

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 RECOMMENDED*:  that: 

 

(i) the information be noted; 

(ii) the noticeboard outside Panteg Cemetery be 

reconsidered for replacement in the next financial 

year, subject to budgets;  

(iii) the noticeboard request for Snatchwood be 

reconsidered in the next financial year, subject to 

budgets; 

(iv) Streetscene are contacted to see if they would be 

able to empty the two new bins on the Canal 

Basin in Pontymoile;  

(v) the benches on the Pontypool stretch of the canal 

be considered in the next financial year 

(vi) following the bench audit a report is prepared for 

the Committee before the next financial year. 

 

 

 

 

MW/CD 

 

 

MW/CD 

 

 

CD 

 

 

MW/CD 

 

MW/CD 

 

357. Consultation – Road Traffic Orders, Torfaen County 

Borough Council:  Notice of Proposals 

 

Members received a letter from TCBC’s Legal Team 

Members received a letter from TCBC’s Legal Team which 

stated that the order for East Avenue, Griffithstown had 

been omitted from the original correspondence. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

358. Committee Budget 

 

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 

within its remit and the spend to date. 

  

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 

 

 

  

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 
Council.  
 

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
 


