
 
 

MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2023 

 
 

 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor:       Jon James (In the Chair)# 
 
and Councillors: Nathan Warren*, Lynda Clarkson* John Cox#, Matt Ford#,  

Gaynor James#, Richard Overton#,  Caroline Price*,  
 

Officers:  Ms J. Wright (Assistant Clerk)* 
 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 
No 

Subject and Decision 
 

Action 
 

 

306. Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies from Councillors Nick Byrne, Anne Gunter and 

Nick Simons 
 

 

 
    

307. 

 
 

Declarations of Interest 

 
Councillors Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James, Jon James 

and Caroline Price declared personal and non-prejudicial 
interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 
Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, 

as well as members of Pontypool Community Council.   
 

Councillor Sue Malson declared an interest in item 8 on the 
agenda in relation to the application from West Monmouth 
Gypsy and Traveller department for an Environmental 

grant as gypsy traveller champion. Councillor Matt Ford 
declared an interest in item 8 in relation to the 
Environmental grant application from St. Alban’s RC High 

School as an employee of the school. Councillor Nathan 
Warren declared an interest in item 8 in relation to the 

Environmental grant application from Ysgol Panteg as a 
governor of the school. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



308. Biodiversity Sub-Committee 

 
The Committee received the minutes of the Biodiversity 
Sub Committee held on 11th October 2023. Councillor NW 

moved the minutes as Chair of this committee; if any 
member(s) had any questions from the minutes he would 
be happy to take them. No questions raised.  He informed 

members that an extra biodiversity meeting was going to be 
called either at the end of the month or the beginning of 

December to commence work on the 2024 Biodiversity 
plan; he would be looking at some dates that were 
convenient to all members/staff as he would like everyone 

to contribute so it would be more of a collaborative process.  
 

The Chair of Council said he would follow up with 
Councillor NW in relation to the e-mail he had sent 
regarding Christmas trees.   

 
RECOMMENDED:  that the minutes of the Biodiversity Sub 
Committee held on 11th October 2023 be confirmed as a 

true record; noting that an additional meeting would be 
called later in the month or beginning of December to look 

at the 2024 Biodiversity plan.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Cllr 

NW/ 
AA 

309. Planning Applications 
 
Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council (TCBC).  
 

RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be 
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CP 

310. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

 
Members noted observations on planning applications 
which had already been submitted between meetings. 

 
RESOLVED: that the plenary powers applications be noted 
 

 

 
 
 

 
CP 

 

311. Planning Determinations 
 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals.  
 
RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CP 



312. Proposed development at Abertillery Wind Farm (PEDW 

Ref No: DNS/3278009 
 
The Committee received a consultation letter in relation to 

the above before planning permission was applied for. 
Councillor LC stated that she would be attending the drop-
in session scheduled for the next day, where RWE 

Renewables would display the plans and the visual impact 
of the proposed development at Abertillery Wind Farm. As 

it is a statutory requirement, they are required to 
undertake a consultation before submitting a formal 
planning application to the Welsh Planning Inspectorate in 

Cardiff. As this is deemed to be of national significance then 
it would not be determined locally but by the Planning 

Inspectorate, she stated that it would be at this stage the 
Council should submit comments if they had any.  
 

Cllr LC added that there is some contention around it, 
purely because of the size of the wind turbines, nobody has 
any objections to wind farms, but these are particularly 

large at two hundred metres blade to blade; there is also 
some controversy regarding the access route coming from 

the common from Brynmawr to Blaenavon. She 
encouraged member(s) to go along to one of the drop-in 
sessions or visit the Abertillery Wind Farm website of which 

details are comprehensive. Cllr LC added  that she had 
some concerns about the geology of the site as everything 

is undermined up in the area and to date she could not see 
anything in relation to this on the technical survey that had 
been undertaken, but stated that they would need to do a 

ground geology survey before it goes to the Planning 
Inspectorate so would wait and see.  
 

RECOMMENDED:  that the consultation letter and the 
information relayed by Councillor LC on the proposed 

development at Abertillery Wind Farm be noted. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

313. School Environmental (Grant(s) 

 
The Committee received and considered awarding a school 

Environmental grant to the following schools who had 
submitted applications: 
 

(a) West Mon Gypsy and Traveller Department 
(b) Cwmffrwdoer Primary School 

(c) New Inn Primary School 
(d) Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw 
(e) St. Alban’s RC High School 

(f) Ysgol Panteg 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



(g) Penygarn Community Primary School 

(h) Padre Pio RC School 
(i) George Street Primary School 
 

The Chair stated that there was £4,000 in the budget for 
Environmental Grants, and nine schools were applying for 
approximately £1,000 each; to this effect he proposed that 

£5,000 be taken from general reserves in order that each 
school could equally be awarded £1000. The Vice-Chair of 

Planning & Environment stated that last year the Council 
spent £7000 on Environmental Grants, with £3,000 being 
taken from general reserves; he also referred to the policy 

guidance where it states the Council would only give over 
£1000 in special circumstances, so agreed with the Chair’s 

proposal which was unanimously agreed by all those 
present.  
 

Councillor LC raised a query in relation to what schools 
had received an Environmental Grant the previous year as 
she felt the Council needed to be mindful of this.    It was 

agreed that a footnote be added to the minutes to this 
effect; she further stated that the Council needed to be 

mindful if the same schools were applying each year 
therefore the policy/criteria should be reviewed and be like 
that of Junior sponsorship. She further added that 

signposting could be taken from the applications, as a lot 
of what the schools were asking for Keep Wales Tidy could 

actually provide funding for so it would be worth the 
Council undertaking partnership work with Keep Wales 
tidy and other organisations in future years to look at 

alternative funding streams as the onus would not focus 
totally on the Community Council but the Council would 
be putting the benefit back in the community by accessing 

these funds. Agreed.   
 

The Chair of Council stated that as all schools had been 
invited to apply for an Environmental Grant this year then 
the Council would need to honour that.  Agreed. 

 
RECOMMENDED*:  
(i) that an additional £5,000 be taken from general reserves 

in order that the nine schools could each be awarded an 
environmental grant of £1000 subject to Council approval. 

(ii) In future the Council to look at working in partnership 
with Keep Wales Tidy and other organisations that could 
help financially. 

(iii) that the Environmental Grants policy be reviewed in 
the New year.  

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CC 

AA/RC 
 

 
Staff 

 

LM/JW 
 

 



 

[Footnote: Environmental Grants awarded in 2022 to Ysgol 
Bryn Onnen, Padre Pio, George Street Primary, Penygarn 
Community, St. Alban’s RC and West Monmouth. 

 

 
 
 

 

314. Noticeboards/Litter bins/Benches 

 
The Committee received a brief report on the status of 
noticeboards, litterbins and benches and a request for a 

new replacement bench at the Llanerch Memorial site.   
 
The Chair informed the meeting that he had checked the 

location and condition of the bins in Wainfelin and New Inn 
and had e-mailed that information to the Projects & Events 

Manager, they were also making progress on the two 
benches to be installed, one at Berry’s Corner and one at 
Chestnut Close. 

 
In relation to item 3.0 of the report - new bench request for 

the Llanerch Memorial site, Councillor LC stated she was 
not sure what was happening with this as the Llanerch 
Memorial group had submitted a formal letter to the 

Council back in September; they had contacted her as they 
had not heard anything.  She stated that this was for a 
replacement bench as the previous bench had rotted and 

had to be removed. The Committee unanimously agreed 
that a new bench be approved, and it was agreed that Cllr 

LC would contact Carol from the group to ask for an exact 
location for the siting via what3words or a map pin, to 
facilitate this request. 
 

RECOMMENDED*:  that the information relayed by the 
Chair be received and that a new bench be approved for the 
Llanerch Memorial site as outlined above.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
RC 

MM 
 
 

315. Play Equipment 
 

The Committee received a quote to supply and install 
sensory play equipment at Pantygasseg park as supplied 
by Claire Pearce-Crawford.  The Chair stated that the 

Council had previously agreed to fund the fencing for this 
park at a cost of £8,000 however Cllr NW clarified that the 
fencing had been paid for by Melin Homes after a query 

from Cllr LC, so the Council had agreed to fund an 
alternative, thus the quote for the sensory play equipment 

which the total cost was more than the £8,000 as follows: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Item Cost 
 

Make it Rain Play Panel on plastic posts 
 

£960 

Minibeast Sensory Panel on posts 
 

£800 

Climbing frame 1707 £10,600 
 

Total: £12,360 

 

The Chair and members agreed with the funding proposal 
however the Council needed to be careful regarding the 

maintenance and aftercare of it, so it was agreed that 
enquiries be made with Mrs C. Pearce Crawford in relation 
to who would be responsible for the maintenance so that 

the Council could make an informed decision.  
 
Cllr NW asked for clarification on where the money for this 

equipment would be taken from, whether it would be the 
earmarked reserves for play equipment or general reserves.  

The Committee unanimously agreed that it made more 
sense for the money to be taken from the play equipment 
earmarked reserves.  

 
RECOMMENDED*: that the Council fund the sensory play 

equipment at Pantygasseg Park at a cost of £12,360 and 
that this money be taken from the play equipment 
earmarked reserves subject to clarification in relation to the 

maintenance.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
LM/CC 

 

JW 
 

 

316. Re-instatement of Childs Play Area, Pontnewynydd 

 
The Committee received correspondence from Torfaen 
County Borough Council in relation to re-instating the 

children’s play area at Pontnewynydd as they had secured 
funding from the Shared Prosperity Fund.  It was agreed 
that subject to the results of the public consultation that 

the Council review this again once that information is 
received.  

 
RECOMMENDED*:  that the information be received as 
outlined above and relooked at again subject to the results 

of the consultation.  
 

 

 

317. Committee Budget 
 
Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 

within its remit and the spend to date. No comments were 

 



raised.  

 
RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 

 

 

 This is a recommendation to the Council. The Council will make the 
final decision at a future meeting.  

 
 

 

Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


