MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

HELD REMOTELY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS ON
WEDNESDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 6.30PM

In attendance:

Councillor:  Gaynor James (In the Chair)

and Councillors: Elaine Chilcott JP, Lynda Clarkson, Keith James, John
Killick, Richard Overton and Ben Rapier

Officers: Richard Gwinnell (Acting Clerk) and Jane Wright (Assistant Clerk)

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min
No

Subject and Decision

Action

249.

Apologies

None received. Councillors Nick Byrne, Giles Davies and
Jackie Taylor were absent.

JW

250.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James, Keith James,
John Killick and Richard Overton declared personal and
non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to
Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they were
members of TCBC, as well as being members of Pontypool
Community Council.

JW

251.

Torfaen Playschemes

The Acting Clerk stated that that the Play Service Manager
was unable to attend the meeting to present the Torfaen
Playschemes video due to unforeseen circumstances.

The Play Service Manager had sent some notes which the
Acting Clerk circulated earlier to members (attached as an
appendix to the minutes). He also suggested that as the
next meeting was not until January, he forward the
playschemes video to all members. This was unanimously
agreed.




The Deputy Leader asked that a response be sent to the
Play Service Manager congratulating him on the October
half term play provision - the numbers that attended
outlined in the notes was very impressive. He also added
that it was encouraging to see that the Children’s
Commissioner had attended so was able to see the
impressive work of the Torfaen Play Service. He also made
the point that many years ago the play service did not get
a lot of help from Play Wales. This has now completely
reversed, with Torfaen being recognised as one of the best
play services in Wales.

RESOLVED:

(i) that the Acting Clerk send all members the 15-minute
video on Torfaen playschemes.

(i) that a letter be sent to Torfaen Play Service Manager as
outlined.

RG

252.

Local Places for Nature

The meeting received:

(i) a report from Events Officer Mrs AA

(ii) a response from Rachel Carter, Local Places for Nature
Officer.

The Deputy Leader referred to the last paragraph of the
report where Veronika Brannovich stated that Cwmbran
Community Council were keen to work together on a joint
project, which he had mentioned on a couple of occasions
in the past and had asked for it to be raised at the next
Local Council Partnership Committee (LCPC). At that
meeting he would state that PCC were keen to work with
Cwmbran Community Council and any other community
councils on a collaborative project(s) in relation to Local
Places for Nature. Councillor Lynda Clarkson (LC) as the
Council’s Planning & Environment Champion stated that
collaborative working would be extremely beneficial as she
had spoken to some of the community groups in her ward
regarding Keep Wales Tidy, but unfortunately numerous
volunteers were already overloaded with the work they
carry out.

It was agreed that all the information attached to the
agenda in relation to items 4 (i) and (ii) be forwarded to the
next LCPC meeting so that they would be able to discuss
collaboratively working together on a substantial project
through Local Places for Nature grant funding.




RESOLVED: that the information be received and
forwarded to be included on the next LCPC agenda.

RG

253.

Caru Cymru — Keep Wales Tidy presentation

A presentation was received from Caru Cymru. The Chair
referred to Pontypool Community Council already being a
litter hub.

It was agreed that Thomas Board be contacted (Keep Wales
Tidy) to progress this so that the Council could advertise
the days of the week the office would be open to borrow the
equipment. Cllr LC stated that although the office was only
open a few days a week it would still be beneficial. She
further stated they are lucky at Torfaen to have a volunteer
Litter Champion co-ordinator called Rosie Seabourne (RS)
who works very closely with Thomas as well as working
closely with litter champions in Torfaen who volunteer to
take on an area(s). RS was presently compiling a map to
identify areas where there are no volunteers, this is
something that PCC may wish to get involved with.

Cllr LC was also interested in their new campaign on dog
fouling. It was agreed that PCC requests the campaign
information to advertise on its social media platform. In
addition, stickers that come with the campaign information
could be placed on doggy/litter bins in members ward as
she was aware all members have problems with this issue.
This was re-iterated by the Chair.

The Deputy Leader asked the Acting Clerk to forward the
information on agenda item 5 as well as those of items 4(i)
and (ii) to the Leader of Democratic Services who would be
clerking the LCPC meeting in order that a considerable
amount of information could be discussed straight away.

RESOLVED:

(i) that the campaign information in relation to dog fouling
be obtained from Torfaen outlined.

(ii) that the Acting Clerk forward the information as
outlined by the Deputy Leader to the Leader of Democratic
Services.

(iii) that Thomas Board from Keep Wales Tidy be contacted
as above.

RG

JW/CP

254.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough
Council Planning Applications.




RESOLVED: that the observations (or absence of| CP/
observations as the case may be) as outlined in the| AA
appendix be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.
255. | Planning Determinations
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.
Cp/
RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. AA
256. | Doggy/Litter Bins

The Committee received an updated comprehensive report
from Events Officer R.C. on the doggy/litter bin ongoing
list.

The information contained in the report from the Street
Scene Co-Ordinator was ambiguous in relation to the
statement “nice to have bins but no resource to empty
them.”

To this effect Cllr LC informed the meeting that Torfaen
County Borough Council has a ‘clean and green’ corporate
priority policy and does the information as outlined above
fit in, as residents consistently ask for more bins and often
complain they are not emptied enough and are overflowing
in high demand areas. To this effect, she enquired:

e If a more flexible rota for emptying bins should be
looked at, taking actual need of emptying into
account.

e What is meant by ‘limit installation per Ward™? There
needed to be clearer/updated guidance on this, and
clarity sought on this issue on a whole area basis as
she was aware how litter/doggy bins are in much
demand; she was of the opinion that the current
allocation is 2 bins per ward but not all members
make requests annually and siting in litter hot spots
and via requests for new or replacement bins.

e There has been some difficulty in recent years on
getting requests for new bins completed which has
meant that ongoing recent requests have built up
and have only just been completed.

e It has also been raised in the past that an audit of
how well doggy/litter bins are used should be done
through discussions with staff who empty them, so




that unused bins can be moved to other areas, which
staff who empty them must be aware of therefore
reviews of use are always beneficial to monitor so
that a staggered schedule of emptying the most used
bins seemed a better use of resources.

e In respect of the comment in the report regarding
bins being old fashioned and too small in capacity -
could Torfaen revisit the use of larger recycling type
bins as other Local Authorities and organisations use
them successfully in high use areas

Finally, Cllr LC stated that the Council need to be more
vigilant regarding order completion as the Council has
previously ordered bins, told they are sited but on further
investigations they are not in situ as expected, whether
accidentally mis-sited or not sited by oversight, this adds
to the bins not being in the best place which adds to PCC
costs and unnecessary demands on services and
resources. All members unanimously agreed with this.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the report be received in relation to the ongoing list.
(ii) the observations as outlined above be discussed with
the Street scene Co-ordinator going forward.

[Councillor Elaine Chilcott JP left the Multi-Location
meeting at this point]

RC
Cp

257.

Play Equipment

The Acting Clerk informed the meeting that there was
presently £38,000 in reserves for play equipment, although
at present there was no annual budget allocated for play
equipment. This would be reviewed at the budget day.

A memo had been sent to members asking them to identify
any play equipment that needed replacing or any additional
play equipment that could be added within their wards. To
date four members had replied with requests; these would
be discussed at the budget day.

It was agreed that the Acting Clerk contact the Play Policy
Officer at Torfaen for further information on the possibility
of funding/match funding for accessible play equipment in
more areas of Torfaen and to discuss the costs of
maintenance and installation of the roundabout already
agreed upon.




RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted and
discussed further during budget preparation for next year.

RG/
cc/
LM

258.

Climate Change Newsletter

A discussion took place on the Community Council making
a pledge in relation to Climate change.

Councillor Ben Rapier stated that from the items discussed
tonight, the Council was well on its way to helping the
environment and wanted to propose a pledge going forward
that the Council helps towards reducing the carbon
footprint.

It was agreed that a pledge be made by the Council to
produce a climate change strategy and that this be placed
as a quarterly agenda item on the Planning & Environment
Committee.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that a pledge be made that the Council produces a
climate strategy.

(ii) that an item on the climate strategy be placed every 3
months on the Planning & Environment Committee.

Signed by Chair .....oovuiiiiiiiii e




