MINUTES OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL PLANNING &
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER
OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICES
WEDNESDAY 11t NOVEMBER 2020

In attendance:

Councillor:  Mrs G. E. James (In the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Mrs E. Chilcott JP, Miss L. Clarkson, J. Killick,
Mrs R. Matthews

Also in attendance: R. Overton

Officers: Mrs R. Tucker, Ms J Wright, Mrs R. Cronin

41. Apologies

Apologies received from Councillors N. Byrne, D. K. James,
Mrs J. E. Jones, N. Simons, and Mrs J. Taylor

RECOMMENDED: that the apologies be
recorded.

42. Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs G. E. James declared an interest in any item
on the agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough Council.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of
interest be recorded. JW

43. Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough
Council Planning Applications. It was noted that a few of
the planning applications had more time to be commented
on.

RECOMMENDED: that observations as AA
outlined be submitted to Torfaen County
Borough Council.




44.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning
determinations be noted.

45.

Amazing Tree

The Committee received the Specialist Tree Report from Mr
Luke Steer. Mrs R. C informed the meeting that she had
sent a copy of the report to Mr S. Williams, Torfaen’s
Ecologist Officer and Torfaen’s Biodiversity Officer as
agreed at the last meeting and also stated in the e-mail that
perhaps they could contact Torfaen Scouts and any other
voluntary organisations that may be able or interested to
undertake the task in relation to adding the numerous
unusual plant and tree specimens to the Ancient Tree
Inventory which was also agreed at the last meeting.

In relation to the Interpretation Board that the Council had
approved last year Mrs RC had also asked Mr S. Williams
if he would be able to help with the wording and
illustrations on the interpretation board. Mr Williams had
informed her that he would speak with his team but this is
something he felt they could help with, obviously Mrs R.C
would obviously keep the Chair and Vice-Chair of Planning
& Environment informed in order that they could approve
all actions being taken or if needs be it was suggested that
a Teams meeting could take place between the Officers at
Torfaen as well as the Chair and Vice-Chair of Planning,
the Clerk, Mrs R.C. and any volunteers interested.

It was therefore agreed that this would be placed as a
standard item on future Planning & Environment agendas
in order that a regular update could be given at each
meeting in relation to this item.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the Specialist Tree Report
commissioned by Pontypool Community Council
be received.




46.

47.

48.

(ii) that the information relayed
by Mrs RC be noted.

(iii) that a standard item on the
Amazing Tree be placed on future Planning &
Environment agendas for continual updates.

Forest Schools

The Committee received an up-to-date report from Mrs A.A,
Events Officer in relation to Forest Schools. The Chair of
Establishment commended the Officer for writing to all the
schools following the request from one school to ensure
fairness and transparency to all and proposed that the
recommendation of the report be approved for those
schools who wished to take up the Forest School Lessons
for 2020/2021. The Vice-Chair of Planning & Environment
informed the meeting that Councillor N. Simons had asked
for his views to be forward that when the schools are
notified it should be stipulated that the money is
specifically used for a forest school lesson and asking the
schools to send photographs in so that they can go on the
Council’s website to show that the Community Council is
supporting schools. This was agreed.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the budget for
Forest Schools lessons be divided equally
amongst those schools who wish to undertake
the lessons themselves with the stipulation as
outlined above.

(ii)) that the schools be
asked to take photographs of the lessons and
send into the Community Council, obviously
this would be subject to parental consent.

Exclusion of Press and Public

By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings
Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from
discussions on the following items on the basis that
disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted.

Task Force Equipment/Unit

The Committee received a further report from the Clerk in
respect of the Task Force Unit and equipment as agreed at
the last meeting.

JW/RC

AA/CC




RECOMMENDED: that

the

report and

information in relation to the Task Force

Equipment/Unit be noted.

Chair

RT




