VIRTUAL PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 10t MARCH 2021

In attendance:

Councillor:  Mrs G. E. James (In the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Mrs E. Chilcott, Miss L. Clarkson, J. Killick

Also in attendance: R. Overton

Officers: Mrs C. Challenger, Miss C. Peterson, Mrs R. Cronin

167.

Apologies

Apologies received from Councillors Mrs J. E. Jones, Mrs
J. Taylor, N. Byrne and N. Simons

RECOMMENDED: that the apologies be
recorded.

JW

168.

Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs G. E. James declared an interest in any
item on the agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough
Council.

Councillor Mrs. E. Chilcott declared an interest in item 8.
(i) West Monmouth school.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations
of interest be recorded.

JW

169.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County
Borough Council Planning Applications. In relation to
planning application number 21/P/0104 concerns raised
re dimensions of living room and bedrooms which may be
considered small by national standards. Comments
received are that overall the dimensions would make it
difficult to incorporate internal storage space, space for
quiet study, externally there seems a lack of space for
recreation, bin storage, clothes line etc as would be
expected for family occupancy.




RECOMMENDED: that observations as
outlined be submitted to Torfaen County
Borough Council.

CP/AA

170.

Plenary Powers

Members received planning applications observations
made under plenary powers.

RECOMMENDED: that observations as
outlined be approved.

CP/AA

171.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning
determinations be noted.

CP/AA

172.

Doggy Bins

The Committee received a verbal update from Mrs R. C,
the Events Officer in relation to doggy bins. Mrs R. C
informed the meeting that herself and Mrs C. P had met
with Ms S. Watkins from Torfaen County Borough Council
in relation to installing the 19 doggy/litter bins
throughout the Pontypool area.

8 of the bins had been approved to being installed and the
remaining 11 were awaiting confirmation in regard to land
ownership. Ms S. Watkins had said she would let the
Community Council know the details of the ownership as
soon as she had completed her enquiries.

It was agreed that an up to date quote be obtained from
Ms S. Watkins for the installation of bins with a copy being
sent to the Chair and Vice-Chair of Planning.

A member raised concerns with regards to the payment
for the installation of the bins stating that if the invoice
was not paid during the financial year would the amount
have to be taken out of next year’s budget. The Finance




and Events Manager assured the member that the money
would be accrued and reserved into the next financial year
to make the appropriate payment.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) That Mrs R.C, Events Officer contact
Ms. S. Watkins for a new quote and
that the quote be sent to the Chair and
Vice- Chair of Planning &
Environment.

(ii) The money allocated for the
installation of the bins be accrued and
reserved for next year.

RC

LM

173.

Amazing Tree

The Committee received an updated report on the Amazing
Tree. As stated in the report the groundwork was
completed by Ms. S. Watkins and her team. To date no
invoice had been received for the work completed.

Mrs. H. Lucas has informed the Community Council that
the Interpretation Board and way post markers should be
completed in April.

Members agreed that the money be accrued in order for
the two invoices to be paid to Ms S. Watkins and Mrs H.
Lucas respectively.

RECOMMENDED: that the money allocated for
payment to Ms S. Watkins and Mrs H. Lucas be
accrued and reserved for next year, as outlined
above and the two invoices to be paid to Ms S.
Watkins and Mrs H. Lucas respectively.

[Footnote: the cost for the ground maintenance work
around the tree has now been received from Mrs Sian
Watkins for a sum of £126.00].

RC/
LM

174.

Environmental Grants

The Committee received four Environmental grants for
consideration.




West Monmouth School

The Committee agreed that West Monmouth should be
contacted and ask to submit a more detailed application
with costings.

Penygarn Community Schools

The Committee agreed that Penygarn’s application for
equipment at a cost of £850 be granted.

Padre Pio Catholic Primary School

The Committee agreed that Padre Pio’s application to
recreate a forest school area be granted.

Ysgol Bryn Onnen

The Committee received an application from Ysgol Bryn
Onnen which had been received by Mrs A.A Events Officer
After discussions it was agreed that the school be
contacted and asked to provide a more accurate costing
for the project.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that Penygarn Community Schools and Padre
Pio Catholic School applications be granted.

(i) that West Monmouth School be contacted to
submit a more detailed application with
costings.

(iii) that Ysgol Bryn Onnen be contacted and
asked for a more accurate costing.

RC/AA

175.

National Library of Wales

The Committee received an e-mail from the National
Library of Wales to consider public access to archive
copies from the Council’s websites. A discussion took
place, and it was agreed that permission be given.

RECOMMENDED: that permission be given to
the National Library of Wales for public access
to archive copies from the Council’s websites.




176.

Public Payphones

The Committee received an e-mail from Torfaen County
Borough Council regarding BT payphones. A discussion
took place with regard to the e-mail, it was stated that
there had been no explanation on payphones by the
Planning Officer or BT. It was agreed that discussion on
this be brought to the next Planning and Environment
meeting.

RECOMMENDED: that more information is
required from the Planning Officer or BT and that
previous discussions be brought back to the next
Planning and Environment meeting.

CC

177.

A Litter Tipping & Fly Tipping Free Wales

The Committee received information on A Litter Tipping &
Fly Tipping Free Wales. A discussion took place with
regard to the document. It was unanimously agreed that
Councillor Ms. L. Clarkson would produce a response to
the letter, and this be placed as an item on full Council for
approval.

RECOMMENDED: that Councillor Ms. L.
Clarkson would provide a response for approval
at Full Council.

Chair

Clir
LC




