
MINUTES OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
VIRTUAL PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY 9th June 2021 

 
 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor:     Mrs G. E. James (In the Chair) 
 

Councillors in attendance: Mrs. L. Clarkson, Mrs E. Chilcott JP, G. Davies, J. 
Killick, R. Overton. 

 

Officers:  Mrs R. Tucker (Clerk), R. Gwinnell (Acting Clerk) and Mrs A. 

Ambrosen, O. Williams Youth Worker. 
 

47. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Apologies 

 
Apologies received from Councillors Mrs J. Taylor 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the apologies be received, and 
reasons accepted. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
JW 

 

 

48. 

 

 
 

 

Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor Mrs L. Clarkson, G. Davies, Mrs G. E. James, J. 
Killick, R. Overton declared an interest in any item on the 

agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of interest be 

recorded. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JW 

49. Planning Applications 
 

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough 

Council Planning Applications.  
 

RECOMMENDED: that observations as outlined be 

submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.   

 
 

 

 
 

CP/AA 

 
 

 

50. Plenary Powers 

 
Members received planning applications observations 

made under plenary powers. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that observations as outlined be    

approved. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
CP/AA 

 

 



51. Planning Determinations 
 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be 

noted. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

CP/AA 

 

52. Environmental Grant 

 
Members were asked to approve an environmental grant 

application from Ysgol Panteg which supplies the 

additional information requested at the April Planning and 

Environment Committee. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that Ysgol Panteg be awarded an 

Environmental Grant of £750. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CC/AA 
 

 

 
 

53. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Amazing Tree 
 

The Committee received an update on the Amazing Tree 

from the Projects Officer verbally delivered by the Clerk. 

The Committee were told that the interpretation board had  
been designed by Henrietta Lucas at TCBC and was 

currently in production. There would be 3 bilingual way 

post markers situated in the park to direct people to the 
interpretation board and tree. Both the board and the way 

post markers are due to be installed by Sian Watkins and 

the Streetscene Team. 
 

The budget was £2000 (£1000 from The Woodland Trust 

and £1000 put in by the Council.  It was stated that the 
cost of the boards would exceed the budget by £341.10. 

 

All members agreed that the Council would pay the excess 

of £341.10. 
 

RECOMMENDED:)that the information be noted and that 

the additional amount of £341.10 be paid for from the 
Council’s General Reserves. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RC/CC 

54. Plant a tree for the Jubilee 
 

The Committee received a verbal update from Mrs AA 

regarding the “Plant a tree for the Jubilee” initiative. 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 



The Projects Officer explained that the initiative had been 
created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 

and it invites people from across the UK to Plant a tree. 

 

Community Councils can apply for a free tree pack but 
need to have the 6-digit grid reference number for the land 

and the permission from the legal landowner.  The Youth 

Worker expressed her interest in planting a tree/trees for 
the Jubilee on the Community Woodland that the Council 

owns in Garndiffaith.   

 
A discussion took place regarding the Community 

Woodland and the Vice Chair of Planning stated that the 

area was quite neglected and that she had been in talks 
with The Gwent Wildlife Trust before the pandemic to help 

tidy up the area however this idea has had to be paused 

due to Covid.  It was mentioned that the location of the 

Community Woodland is not easily accessible, and the 
Youth Worker would need the help of a guide to access the 

site.  It was stated that the site is a good site for wildlife but 

due to the type of soil only specific plants could be planted 
there. 

 

The Vice Chair stated that she would help the Youth  
Worker by giving her contacts regarding the Garndiffaith 

Community Woodland. 

 
The Chair stated that he recalled that due to the problems 

at the Garn Community Woodland the Community Council 

had decided to move trees from the site to another site in 

New Inn (Coed Y Canddo wood).  The Clerk stated that the 
hope for the site in New Inn was that the Community could 

utilise it, but it had proved  unsuitable for this. 

 
The Committee discussed the Plant a tree for the Jubilee 

initiative and it was recommended that the Projects Officer 

obtain more information about the scheme and report back 
to the July Planning Committee and that if the Committee 

approved joining the initiative a traditional piece of land be 

sought to plant the tree. 
 

The Committee recommended that the Clerk make further 

enquiries into the Garndiffaith Community Woodland and 

obtain a guide to help the Youth Council locate the site. 
 

RECOMMENDED:  i) that the Projects Officer obtain   

more information about the scheme and report back to 
the July Planning Committee and that if the Committee 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

AA 
 

 



approve joining the initiative a traditional piece of land be 
sought to plant the tree. 

ii) that the Clerk make further enquiries into the 

Garndiffaith Community Woodland and obtain a guide to 

help the Youth Worker locate the site. 
 

 

         
 

 

                                              Chair 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RT/OW

/AA 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


