MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD REMOTELY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS
ON WEDNESDAY 14 JULY 2021 AT 6.30 PM

In attendance:

Councillor: Mrs G. James (In the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Ms L. Clarkson, J. Killick and R. Overton

Officers: R. Gwinnell (Acting Clerk), R. Cronin (Events Officer/Minute Taker)

Guest: Mrs V. Brannovic (Local Nature Partnership Coordinator for Torfaen
and Blaenau Gwent)

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Councillors received a presentation from Mrs Brannovic
(attached as an addendum to these minutes).

The Chair thanked Mrs Brannovic for her attendance and
opened the floor to questions.

Councillor Clarkson congratulated Mrs Brannovic on the
project so far and asked what Pontypool Community
Council (PCC) could do to help and support small projects.
Councillor Killick commented that he had seen another
presentation from Mrs Brannovic to a One Voice Wales
meeting, regarding the development of the canals and
queried why this was absent from the current presentation.

Mrs Brannovic confirmed that the canal project work was
ongoing, but she was doing that as part of another group.

100. | Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs E.
Chilcott and from Councillor N. Jones (not a member of this
committee).

101. | Declarations of Interest
All Councillors present declared personal interests in any JW
items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC),
as they were members of TCBC as well as being members
of Pontypool Community Council.

102. | Local Nature Partnership




Some members of Cwmbran Community Council (CCC)
were getting involved with that project.

Councillor Killick stated that he was keen for PCC and CCC
to work together to see what they could do together on the
canal project, perhaps with some joint funding. Councillor
Killick also commented that it would be good to try to
achieve some combining of regeneration, tourism and
nature projects. It was suggested that a meeting take place
between PCC and CCC to discuss the canal project.

It was also suggested that, with the help of Mrs Brannovic,
PCC could get in touch with local nature groups (of which
there were many) to see how the Community Council could
help and assist.

Councillor Clarkson asked whether Mrs Brannovic could
assist with suggesting areas for the “plant a tree for the
Jubilee” initiative and also help with providing volunteers
when the time came for planting. The Community Council
could apply for the saplings but would need assistance
later on. Mrs Brannovic stated that the Local Nature
Partnership would be able to help with land ownership
issues, volunteers and partnership working.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that any councillors who were
interested in joining the Local Nature Partnership mailing
list contact Mrs Brannovic.

(i) That a Teams meeting be arranged with Cwmbran
Community Council in relation to the canal project, with a
view to exploring common aims and funding for projects.

(iii) That joint working through Mrs Brannovic with other
community/nature groups be progressed.

NB Mrs Brannovic left the meeting after the above.

ALL

RT

ALL/
VB

103.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County Borough
Council Planning Applications.

In relation to application 21/P/0338 (2 East View, The
British), Councillor Clarkson commented that the proposed
site sat on the border of a complex post-industrial area with
many shafts and adits close by, and worked seams beneath
the site of undetermined depth. Some were unmapped, with
the existing maps potentially inaccurate due to their age.




The site was within an area deemed high risk for
development by the Coal Authority. Much further
investigation would be needed to realise the development.
She enquired whether the land was likely to be significantly
contaminated due to its past industrial use and proximity
to past workings and spoil. She commented that the lack of
current detail was of concern and the viability of the
scheme uncertain.

In relation to application 21/P/0437, Councillor Clarkson
commented that concerns had been raised regarding traffic
impacts during demolition and construction on peak time
traffic, with potential for creating further delays in traffic
flow travelling north and congestion stretching back to
Pontypool, which was already problematic from late
afternoon onwards. She asked whether there was any
potential for agreement on peak times being avoided for
removal and delivery of materials?

In relation to application 21/P/0510, it was noted that the
applicant was a Pontypool Community Councillor. This
should be communicated to Torfaen CBC along with any
comments.

RECOMMENDED: that the observations (or absence of
observations, as the case may be) outlined in the appendix
attached to these minutes be submitted to Torfaen County
Borough Council.

CP/AA

104.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations, including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be
noted.

105.

Doggy/Litter Bins

Members received a verbal update from the Events Officer
(Mrs R Cronin) regarding the status of the bins. The Acting
Clerk shared a list of the initial eight bins that had been
agreed upon and for which a purchase order had been sent
to the Streetscene Team of TCBC. These would be
progressed over the next few weeks, with more to follow.




The Acting Clerk and members of the committee thanked
the Events Officer (Mrs Cronin) for all her hard work on the
litter /doggy bins project and for the recent progress made.

Councillor Killick requested another few bins in the Pen-y-
Rhyl area. Councillor Overton requested a bin to replace a
bin that had recently disappeared (potentially on Bron Afon
ground).

Discussion ensued in relation to difficulties with installing
bins on other people’s land (e.g. Bron Afon or British
Waterways land). Councillor Killick referred to the Torfaen
Member Seminar with Bron Afon next week. The Acting
Clerk stated that the seminar was a perfect opportunity for
members to ask Bron Afon why bins had been taken away.

Debate also ensued on the costs of bins and the money
spent during the last few years. It was suggested that funds
be taken from unspent reserves (to pay for more bins to be
installed) if needed.

Councillor Clarkson stated that it could be time to review
the litter bin policy and that there should perhaps be an
allocation of litter/doggy bins per member/ward included.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that, once the initial eight bins have
been progressed, the remaining list be progressed.

(ii) that the budget for litter/doggy bins be confirmed and
the past 3 years expenses reviewed.

(iii) Councillors Killick and Overton contact the Events
Officer (Mrs Cronin) with their new bin requests.

(iv) that other member be asked if they were aware of bins
being removed from Bron Afon land.

RC/CP

LM/RC

JK/RO

RC

106.

Plant a tree for the Jubilee

Members received a report detailing information on
applying for free trees and planting a tree for the Jubilee.
Discussion ensued relating to where trees could be planted.
It was suggested that each ward member identify areas
they would like to plant trees.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that members be asked to identify

areas within their wards where they would like to plant
some trees.

RC/AA




(ii) that staff liaise with other groups and CCC regarding
practicalities and volunteers.

(iii) that the committee look to apply for free trees, once
suitable areas have been confirmed.

ALL

ALL

107.

West Monmouth School Enrichment Project

Members felt this was a good project and that it deserved
support, but West Monmouth School needed to confirm
how much funding they required, and members needed to
know how much other schools had been awarded. The
school had already received an Environmental Grant,
although there was no policy which said a school could not
apply more than once. It was stated that Melin Housing
could also be approached for plants and funding.

RECOMMENDED: (i) that officers confirm the amount
West Monmouth School had already received in the past
year

(ii) that officers confirm how much other schools had
already received in the past year

(iii) that West Monmouth School be asked to confirm the
grant amount they were applying for and

(iv) that the above information be reported back to the
committee so that a sum could be proposed to Council for
approval.

AA/RC

AA/RC
AA/RC

AA/RC

The meeting closed at 7.40pm.

Chair




