MINUTES OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL PLANNING &
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER
OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICES
WEDNESDAY 10tk JULY 2019

In attendance:

Councillor: Mrs G. E. James (In the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Mrs E. Chilcott JP, D. K. James, J. Killick, Mrs R.
Matthews, N. Simons

Officers: Mrs R. Tucker, Ms J Wright

79. Apologies

Apologies received from Councillors Miss L. Clarkson and
Mrs J. E. Jones

RECOMMENDED: that the apologies be
recorded.

80. Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs G. E. James declared an interest in any
item on the agenda relating to Torfaen County Borough
Council and a personal interest in item 8 Task Force as
her husband owns Pegasus Telecom.

JW
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations
of interest be recorded.

81. Planning Applications

Members received and considered Torfaen County
Borough Council Planning Applications.

RECOMMENDED: that observations as
outlined be submitted to Torfaen County AA
Borough Council.

82. Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
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approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning
determinations be noted.

83.

Biodiversity

The Committee received a report on biodiversity and the
planting of spring bulbs. The Chair of Events felt that she
would like to see daffodils continue to be planted as with
wild flowers not only was there an expense element but
there was no guarantee that they would grow back year
after year and she felt that more information needed to be
provided to members about the type of planting that
would meet Object 1 of the Public Services Board.

The Clerk informed the meeting that all Community
Councils now have a legal requirement to show that they
have a Biodiversity and Ecosystem Resilience Plan in
place and this had been reiterated at the One Voice Wales
Conference that she and the Deputy Leader had attended
that day. The requirement is 5.6 of the Environment Act
2016.

The Greenspace management plans that ultimately come
out of the Torfaen Green Infrastructure Strategy ideally
would form the greenspace component of any proposed
Community led plans.

The Deputy Leader referred to 2.3 and 3.4 of the report,
firstly he informed members that he and the Vice-Chair of
Planning were the only members present at the
Infrastructure Strategy Workshop meeting held on the 2nd
July [The Clerk confirmed that all Clerks to the
Community Council had received the invitation) so he
said that the presentation given by Officers turned more
into a verbal dialogue on the Torfaen Green Infrastructure
Strategy.

Secondly in respect of 3.4 he said that the Vice-Chair of
Planning was placed in a much better position to fully
report back to members on the Greenspace Management
Plans and although she was unable to attend tonight he
said that he was sure the Vice-Chair of Planning would be
able to fully update members as she had the knowledge
and experience and he would be happy to support her. It
was further agreed that the Clerk would contact Torfaen’s
Ecology Officer to ascertain more information in respect of
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the planting of spring bulbs and this item be deferred to
the next Planning & Environment meeting for a more
detailed report to be provided. Furthermore it was agreed
that the Officers from Torfaen who presented on the 2nd
July be invited to speak at a future Local Development
Partnership meeting as members felt that there may be a
possibility of all community councils collectively given a
financial donation to the Biodiversity and Ecosystem
resilience plan that community councils must have in
place.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that this item be
deferred to the next Planning &
Environment meeting for the Clerk to
provide a more detailed report as
outlined above.

(iij  that the Officers
from Torfaen be asked to present to a
future Local Development Partnership
Group.

RT/
JW

84.

Doggy/Litter Bins

The Committee received a report on litter/doggy bins and
to consider an approach towards an improved policy for
the supply of and support for litter/doggy bins and
general litter clearance.

The Clerk informed members that she had a meeting with
the Torfaen County Borough Council Officer now
responsible for the provision and emptying of
PCC/Torfaen bins and it was agreed that she would
provide an audited list of the bins, to this effect the
audited list as well as the current state of the bins is
attached to the report. The Officer has stated that she is
prepared to re site bins where they are not being used
regularly if there is another site in greater need. Already
there appears to be some inaccuracies, therefore it was
agreed that all members check the list in the first instance
and use this as a guide to request any more. However no
further bins will be provided until a thorough check by
members is undertaken.

In respect of general litter clearance Keep Wales Tidy in
conjunction with Torfaen County Borough Council has
offered support in the form of ‘Hubs’ for volunteer litter
pickers and the venues have to be vetted by an officer
from Keep Wales tidy and there has to be a space large
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enough to hold the equipment. There are already a few
hubs in Pontypool including the Leader’s shop and the
Clerk proposed that Pontypool Community Council
becomes a hub. This was unanimously agreed. A member
asked if potential litter pickers have to sign anything. The
Clerk confirmed that all potential litter pickers have to
read and sign the Health and Safety information to ensure
that they are completely aware of their responsibilities
and any pitfalls. This is also a measure of sustainable
development.

It was unanimously agreed that the recommendations of
the report be received.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that members check
the audit plan of the sites of litter/doggy
bins in their area. Those which need to be
moved can be.

(i) New sites can be put
forward if they are likely to be regularly
used provided that their location has been
checked against the list.

(iii) the number of bins
per ward will depend on the total budget
available.

(iv) that the Council
agrees to become a ‘hub’ for litter clearance.

85.

86.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)
Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from
discussions on the following items on the basis that
disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the
business to be transacted.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that the information
in relation to the Task Force be noted.

(ii) that Mr RW, SM and
MC be sent letters in respect of their request
for task force equipment as outlined above.

(iii) that any remaining
task force equipment be used for sport and
community facilities within the Pontypool
Community Council wards.
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Chair
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