MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2024

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James# (In the Chair)

and Councillors: Lynda Clarkson*, Anne Gunter*, Nick Simons*, Nathan
Warren*, Richard Overton*

Also in attendance: Councillors Jon Horlor*, Allan Peploe*

Officers: Lisa McMail# (Clerk) Miriam Watts# (minutes)

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams

# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min | Subject and Decision Action
No

434. | Apologies for Absence

Apologies from Councillors Caroline Price, Nick Byrne,
Gaynor James, Jon Cox and Matt Ford.

435. | Declarations of Interest

Councillors Jon James, Lynda Clarkson, Nick Simons, and
Jon Horlor declared personal and non-prejudicial interests
in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough
Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as
members of Pontypool Community Council.

436. | Biodiversity Sub-Committee

The Chair informed the Committee that all members would
have received the report produced and circulated by Cllr
NW the Chair of the Biodiversity Committee. Cllr NW
stated that he had circulated the Biodiversity Action plan,
and was just waiting for other members of the Biodiversity
Sub Committee to give feedback in case he had missed
anything. He informed the meeting that he had taken trees
out of the plan as this was now a separate item on Full
Council. He referred to the e-mail that Cllr EH had sent to




members asking them for suggested site location for trees
to be planted, then from there it would be deciphered how
many trees would be needed and the potential suggested
locations, so that landownership could then be
ascertained, and trees sourced. Cllr AG informed
members that she had been in contact with Rob Williams
from Secret Gardens for general advice and then had
contacted two local Christmas tree growers, one at Cross
Ash and the other one Sugar Loaf Christmas trees, both
giving advice with both stating strongly that the main
problem would be that the size of the tree that the Council
would be looking at planting there would be no guarantee
of it being successfully transplanted into the ground, and
they could be prone to aphid attack, planting time would
need to be between February and March, none of the trees
once planted would appear like groomed cut Christmas
trees, and to also be aware of unreputable growers who
take young trees from Forestry plantations and pass them
off as their own so suggested taking advice from British
Christmas tree growers association for further
information.

Cllr LC informed the meeting that she had experience with
live Christmas trees, as there was one sited at the
Garndiffaith Millennium Hall, stating that any member
could visit if they wished to see it, stating that there is
never a guarantee that trees can be transplanted
successfully (as sometimes this can be dependent on
warmer climates etc) however contact had been made with
two nurseries who could provide a 3.5m specimen tree for
approximately £300, the transport costs would be separate
to this and then planting costs on top. Clir LC
recommended the Blue Spruce as this seemed to be the
best candidate after taking information from the RHS site
and they can grow up to 12 — 15 metres, they also have an
hessian root ball which are grown specifically for
transplanting. Cllr LC informed members that she had
passed this information on to both Cllr EH and Cllr NW
stating her concern would be that smaller trees if planted
going forward could be decorated by the community, but
when they start to grow they would need platform access
or a cherry picker, so suggested that the Council keep the
responsibility going forward.

The Chair stated that the main problem was that the
Council are up against it going forward if trees had to be
planted between February and March and would have




concerns regarding planting smaller trees, to this effect an
item has been placed on Full Council in relation to live
trees in order that a decision can be made going forward
taking into account the information given by members as
detailed above and any further information sent to Clir EH.

RECOMMENDED*:
(i) that the Biodiversity Action Plan be received and sub-

committee members send feedback to Cllr Warren to | Cllr NW
finalise
(ii) that the information as detailed above be taken to Full
council in order to make an informed decision going LM
forward on live trees.

437. | Planning Applications
Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).
RECOMMENDED: that the observations (or absence of CP
observations as the case may be) as outlined in the
appendix to these minutes be submitted to Torfaen County
Borough Council.

438. | Planning Applications: Plenary Powers
Members noted observations on planning applications
which had already been submitted between meetings.
RESOLVED: that the that the plenary powers applications CP
be noted

439. | Planning Determinations
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.
RESOLVED: that the that the planning determinations be CP
noted

440. | Mynydd Maen Wind Farm

The Committee received a letter from RES Systems Ltd and
further correspondence was brought to the meeting by the
Clerk from the Mynydd Maen Wind Farm Community
Liaison Group regarding a Teams meeting.




The Clerk asked if any of the committee would be able to
attend a teams meeting at 6pm the following day for further
discussion.

Clarification was sought on who would be running the
Team meeting, RES the company itself would be running
it.

Cllr LC said she would attend if available, stating that as a
Statutory Consultancy the Council should be commenting
on the following:

e there are many concerns about the density of
application(s),

e the impact on the area and in particular the fact that
many applications are for areas outside of the
“preferred area” as outlined by the Welsh
Government.

The Clerk informed the Committee that if Councillors had
further comments to e-mail them to her in advance so that
they could be reported at Full Council.

RECOMMENDED:

i) that the information be received

ii) the Clir L Clarkson attend the teams meeting at
6pm on Thursday 15t February if available

iii)  that any further comments from members on the
original correspondence be e-mailed to the Clerk
as detailed above.

Clir LC

Clirs

441.

Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm (Ref No: DNS/3273368)

The Committee received 2 documents:

Item i.) an Examination Notice dated 29/01/24 confirming
the determination period of the application had been
suspended.

Item ii.) an examination notice dated 01/02/24 confirming
the further information is being requested by the applicant

Cllr LC gave an update to the Committee as follows:
The application had been suspended until 19t Feb due to

a lack of information being attached to the original
application for the inspector to make a judgement,




informing the committee that though the period of
suspension was to enable the company to source the
information required, a substantial number of comments
and questions had been received from Statutory
Consultees including concerns from the Coal Authority and
National Resources Wales and the impacts of potential
SSSI areas. Numerous questions needed to be asked about
the impact on ecology and biodiversity as well as the visual
impact and density. A cumulative impact assessment has
been sought from the applicant. Cllr LC further added that
it may have repercussions and impacts on other
applications.

Cllr JH stated that the Council needed to take a more
proactive role regarding these applications as more and
more are being put forward.

RECOMMENDED: that the information relayed by Cllr LC
as detailed above be noted, and a follow up be given at the
next appropriate committee/council meeting after 19th
February.

442.

Abertillery Wind Farm - Community Benefits Package

The Committee received an update from Cllr LC who
attended the meeting on 22nd January in relation to above.

Cllr LC stated that the attendees were mainly Blaenavon
Councillors and in future it would be beneficial to have a
wider representation from PCC in attendance.

The current stage of the process is looking at the potential
community benefits and what areas would benefit from the
funds. The figure is unknown but could be around
£180,000. As a densely populated area, this figure would
not go far and a selective approach would be needed to
determine what a “community benefit” is to get the most
out of it, stating that the meeting in January included:

e much discussion about how this would be
distributed:

e whether there should be a focus on supporting a few
areas where the biggest benefit would be felt,

e or spreading out to support a wider area.

It is expected that the planning application would be
submitted to PEDW in late spring/early summer.

The Company behind it, RES, are proactive in community




engagement and Cllr LC felt there would be many
opportunities to discuss the opportunities, however PCC
need to really consider what is the Community Benefit and
put forward ideas and suggestions that could make lasting
effects.

For example, discussion was had with the Benefits Officer
regarding investment in community buildings to help them
get to net zero, or community transport opportunities.

RECOMMENDED: that the information relayed by Clir LC
be noted and members make suggestions going forward.

Clirs

443.

Noticeboards/Litter bins/Benches - Update

The Committee received a report from the Projects & Events
Manager detailing key areas for discussion.

Regarding the noticeboards that were deemed too high, the
committee were updated on the costs to alter the height,
being approx. £404.88 per noticeboard.

After discussion about the pros and cons for each, the
outcome was that due to the cost, no work would take place
on the noticeboards at Stafford Road and Pantygasseg as
they were a lower priority.

The committee felt that the noticeboard on Greenway Drive,
however, was still of concern, being even higher than the
others due to being installed on a bank and that it was not
able to be viewed by users in mobility scooters or
wheelchairs. Therefore it was recommended that this be
challenged with Streetscene as the installation on the bank
made it not fit for purpose.

It was noted that any future installations would need to be
carefully assessed to ensure that this issue does not
reoccur.

Regarding Berry’s Corner, location of bench and
noticeboard location was confirmed by Cllr RO and the
Chair. ClIr RO suggested placing a bin by the bus stop on
Newport Road and that this be put forward to Streetscene.

Regarding Gralffiti on noticeboards, following discussion it
was agreed that products be explored to test anti-graffiti
coating on a small area before rolling this out for all
noticeboards. The Projects & Events Manager would
purchase a product to test for a maximum cost of £20.00.




The Projects & Event Manager updated the committee on
the Maple Road Bench confirming that the old bench was
deemed unsafe to be moved by Streetscene so a new bench
would need to be ordered. Following discussion it was
confirmed that this cost be vired from the Noticeboard
Budget.

Cllr LC informed the Committee that the Friends of
Llanerch Memorial Committee had asked for their thanks
to be passed on for the installation of the memorial bench
in time for the Anniversary.

Discussion was had regarding the budgets for
Noticeboards, Benches and Bins and how best to utilise
these funds for new requests and planned work.
Recommendation from this are stated in the Committee
Budget Agenda Item (min 4406).

RECOMMENDED*:
i) that the report be received and that:
ii) that Streetscene be challenged regarding the cost MW
of altering the Greenway Drive noticeboard
iii) that a small amount of anti-graffiti coating be MW
ordered to test benefits at no more than a cost of
£20.00 for MW
iv) that a purchase order be approved to remove old
bench at a cost of £101.44 per hour, and install| MW/
new bench at a cost of £649 at Maple Road with | CC/LM
costs to be vired from the Noticeboard budget.
444. | Disabled Person Parking
The Committee received the information emailed to all
members.
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted
445. | One Voice Wales Training — Planning Aid Wales
The Committee received information on training being
offered on 7th March 2024.
The following Councillors put their names forward for this:
Cllr NW and Cllr AG - ClIr AG can no longer attend.
RECOMMENDED: that the Councillors listed above be | LM /
added to the training CP




446.

Committee Budget

The Committee received a copy of the budget (and reserves)
within its remit and the spend to date.

The Clerk stated that it is likely that all the money from the
Community Noticeboards budget would be spent. However,
there would be unspent money in the Litter bins budget.
The Clerk asked the Committee that, if required, and
subject to Council approval if funds could be vired from
the Litter Bins budget to enable plans for noticeboards and
benches to remain within the overall budget.

The Clerk asked that any funds remaining in the
Biodiversity budget be transferred into an earmarked
reserve to be used for new Biodiversity projects in the next
financial year. The Chair of the Biodiversity Sub-
Committee Cllr NW stated that as the Biodiversity budget
for 2024 /2025 was lower than that of the current financial
year that putting any surplus funds into a designated
reserve would be beneficial for planned projects going
forward. Unanimously agreed.

Clarification was sought on the funds for the Live
Christmas Tree Project. Cllr N Warren confirmed that there
is £3000 in the Christmas Tree plan within Biodiversity,
however it was likely to be significantly more, approx.
£20,000 plus. The extra funds would be taken from Council
reserves.

RECOMMENDED*:

i) that the Committee note the spend to date

ii) that approval be given to vire funds from the Litter
Bin budget to cover Noticeboards and Benches if
required

iii)  To approve the request to put surplus Biodiversity
funds into a reserve for 2024 /2025

iv) That extra funds in relation to the Christmas Live

Trees plan be taken from the Council reserves,
which would be approximately £20,000

LM/CC

LM/CC

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by

Council.

Signed by Chair







