MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2025

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James# (in the Chair)

and Councillor(s):

Officers:

*

Richard Overton#

Kerrie Smith#, Deputy Clerk, (Minute Taker)

Cathryn Drew#, Projects Officer

Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams

# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

Lisa Jones*, Sarah Lang#, Jonathon Martin#,

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min Subject and Decision Action
No
319. Recording of Meeting
Members agreed that the Council meeting could be
recorded for minute taking purposes.
320. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne,
Anne Gunter and Gaynor James.
321. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Jon James declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to
Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they are a
member of TCBC, as well as a member of Pontypool
Community Council.
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations be noted. KS




322.

Biodiversity Sub-Committee — 22 October 2025 -
Minutes

Members were asked to approve the minutes of the
Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting held on 22 October
2025 subject to the following amendments.

Minute No. B28 - “that all projects will be awarded £1,000
each.”

Minute No. B29 - “that 'In Our Nature CIC be awarded
£5007.

The Committee were informed that the Live Tree in
Talywain has been vandalised and asked to approve the
purchase of a replacement tree at a cost of £504.00. The
incident has been reported to the Police and enquiries are
being carried out.

RECOMMENDED*: that:

(i) Minute Nos. B28 and B29 be amended as above;

(i)  the purchase of a new tree for Talywain at a cost
of £504.00 is approved;

(iii the minutes be confirmed as a true record and
the recommendations adopted subject to the
above amendments being made.

CD
CC/CD

323.

Planning Applications

Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).

RECOMMENDED: that the comments/observations
stated be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

CP

324.

Planning Determinations

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be
noted.




325.

Planning Applications: Plenary Powers

Members noted observations on planning applications
which had already been submitted between meetings.

RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be
noted.

326.

VJ80 Bench Update

Members received a report on the VJ80 memorial bench
project including spend to date and the unveiling
ceremonies that took place on 6 November 2025.

Consultation took place with all Members and relevant
departments at Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC)
to ensure all the necessary protocols and due diligence
checks were in place and a contractor was appointed to
carry out the works at a cost of £15,000 (to be funded from
general reserves).

Following sign-off of the locations, TCBC’s Highway
Section advised that they would all need to be DDA
complaint, the repercussions of which being that the cost
for installation and certain locations being used were no
longer viable.

Site visits were held with relevant parties to identify
suitable sites and installation commenced on 28 October
and unveiling ceremonies held.

Discussions are still being held in relation to the site in
New Inn. The Chair stated that they would like this issue
resolved by the next Committee meeting so that the match
funding can be obtained from TCBC.

The Committee expressed their thanks to the Projects
Officer for ensuring that the project was delivered on time.

RECOMMENDED*: that the:

(i) report be noted;

(i) Committee approve the revised spend of
£17,656.66 and the funds to be taken from
general reserves;

(iii) location for the bench in New Inn in finalised so
that match funding can be obtained from TCBC.

CC/MW/
CD

CD




327.

Bench Audit

The Committee received a report on the bench audit
undertaken between Spring and Autumn 2025.

The total number of benches recorded is 51 and they are
plotted on the map attached to the report.

The report detailed suggestions for future consideration by
Full Council.

This current financial year the remaining balance is
£2,382, with 1 new bench request for Wainfelin ward.

The Chair requested that a further report be brought to a
future meeting following the budget day that is being held
on 15 November 2025.

RECOMMENDED*: that

(i) the report be noted
(ii) a further report be brought to a future meeting
following the budget day on 15 November 2025.

MW /CD

328.

Noticeboards, Bins and Benches

The Committee received an update report on noticeboards
bins and benches as follows:

Noticeboards
(i) The noticeboard in Snatchwood was installed on
22 October 2025.
(i) The noticeboard in Trevethin has been damaged

beyond repair. Discussion took place as to
whether it should be replaced and Councillor
Lang will carry out consultations with residents.

Bins

Discussions have taken place with TCBC following the
request for a new bin in New Inn Lower. The area
suggested is in the ownership of Bron Afon and TCBC
would not collect from this area and there has also been 2
new bins recently installed nearby.




Benches

(i) The bench on the Pontypool stretch of the canal
is still outstanding, still waiting a response from
the Canal and River Trust.

(i) The Committee approved the request for a new
bench opposite George Street Primary School

RECOMMENDED*: that:

(i) the noticeboard in Trevethin be replaced when
funding becomes available next financial year;

(i) the request for a bin in New Inn Lower be
removed from the list;

(iij) the request for a new bench opposite George
Street Primary School is approved at a cost of
£618.00.

CD

CD/CC

329.

Varteg Community Wood Site Visit

The Committee were informed that a stakeholder meeting
has been arranged on 18 November with all relevant
parties.

RECOMMENDED*: that the agenda and accompanying
papers for the Stakeholder meeting will be sent out on 13
November 2025.

CD

330.

Varteg Community Wood Lease Renewal

The Committee was asked to note the correspondence
received from Pontypool Park Estate.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

331.

Mynydd Maen Windfarm Hearing Notice

Members received a copy of the latest update on the
Mynydd Maen Wind Farm proposal from Planning and
Environment Decisions Wales.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

332.

Committee Budget

Members received a copy of the budget within its remit
including reserves.




No observations were made.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

333. Biodiversity and Sustainability

How has this meeting contributed to the Council's duty to
maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the
resilience of ecosystems?

RECOMMENDED: that the meeting was a multi-location
meeting, the agenda had been sent electronically and
discussions held on the Biodiversity Sub-Committee
minutes as well as VJ80 benches, noticeboards, bins and
benches.

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by
Council.

Signed DY CRair ... e



