
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2024 
 

In attendance: 
  
Councillor: Jon James (in the Chair)# 

  
and Councillor(s):  Allan Peploe#, Nick Byrne*, Lynda Clarkson*, John Cox*, 
Gaynor James#, Richard Overton#, Caroline Price*,  

  
Officers: Kerrie Smith, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker)#, Cath Drew# (Projects 

Officer)   
  
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
  

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
  

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

  

Action 

  

  

257. Recording of Meeting 

 

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be 

recorded for minute taking purposes. 

 

  

258. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Anne Gunter, 

Lisa Jones and Nick Simons. 

  

  

  

   

259. Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor(s) Nick Byrne, Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James, 

Jon James and Caroline Price declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of 

TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool Community 

Council.  

 

RECOMMENDED:  that the declarations be noted. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS 

 

260. Biodiversity Sub Committee 

 

Members received an update from the Projects Officer 

following the meeting held on 9 October 2024: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Pontypool Nurturing Group - Gwent Wildlife Trust 

attended the meeting and discussed the proposal to 

help develop a Pontypool Nurturing Group which 

would be run by volunteers.   

 

Cllr RO asked if locations had been agreed for this 

project.  There are two possible areas – outside 

Pontypool Police Station and George Street.   

 

A report will need to go to Full Council to request 

funding. 

 

• Live Christmas trees – there are 16 locations with 1 

area still under discussion.  The planting is going to 

take place on 29 and 31 October 2024 and Members 

will be kept updated and sent photographs etc.  

 

Research will be carried out by the Project Officer 

regarding lights for the trees and a report will go to 

Full Council for funding. 

 

• Community Woodland, Varteg – a site visit had been 

carried out and quotations sought for fencing and 

tree works.   

 

• Proposal for swift boxes – a funding request was 

submitted to TCBC’s Local Place for Nature which 

was approved.  There are 42 properties which would 

be suitable for the boxes and the project would 

commence in April 2025. 

 

• Environmentally friendly office – staff are committed 

to reducing printing costs, paper costs, increase 

recycling etc and findings will be reported to the 

Biodiversity Sub-Committee. 

 

• Networking – report was prepared with an update on 

various networks that have been organised.   

 

• Delivered OVW biodiversity training and drafted the 

local nature action recovery plan and all Members 

will be emailed for ideas for next year. 

 

RECOMMENDED:  The Committee noted the updates 

provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CD 

 

 

 

 

CD 

 

 

CD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CD 

 

 



261. Planning Applications 

 

Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC). 

  

RECOMMENDED:  that the observations stated be 

submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

CP 

 

   
262. Planning Determinations 

 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be 

noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CP 

 

 

263. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

 

Members noted observations on planning applications 

which had already been submitted between meetings. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be 

noted. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CP 

 

 

264. School Environmental Grant Application Forms 

 

Members received a report on the number of applications 

received for the school environmental grant.  A total of 10 

applications were received: 

 

• Abersychan Comprehensive 

• George Street Primary (late application) 

• Griffithstown Primary 

• Padre Pio Primary 

• Penygarn Community Primary  

• St Alban’s RC High  

• Torfaen Traveller Education Service 

• Ysgol Bryn Onnen Primary 

• Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw Comprehensive 

• Ysgol Panteg Primary 

 

 

 
The total budget is £10,000 and the Biodiversity Sub-

Committee recommended that the late application be 

included and that each school be awarded £1,000 each. 

 

  



 RECOMMENDED*: that each of the schools be awarded 

£1,000 each. 

 

CC/CD  

 

265. Community Green Grant Application Form 

 

Members received a report relating to the community green 

grant application from Ysgol Feithrin Pontypwl.  The 

Biodiversity Sub-Committee recommended that £500 be 

awarded from the biodiversity budget. 

  

RECOMMENDED*: that Ysgol Feithrin Pontypwl be 

awarded £500.00. 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

CC/CD 

  

  

266. Request to replace the Notice Board outside Panteg 

Cemetery  

  

The Chair informed the meeting that the noticeboard 

outside Panteg Cemetery needed to be replaced due to 

vandalism.   

 

There is a noticeboard in storage waiting to be installed in 

another location.  The Committee agreed that the 

noticeboard be replaced and another one ordered to replace 

the one in storage. 

  

RECOMMENDED*: that: 

 

(i) the noticeboard be replaced; 

(ii) another noticeboard be purchased to replace the 

one in storage. 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC/CD 

267. Noticeboards, Bins and Benches  

  

Members received an update report on noticeboards, bins 

and benches.  The Committee were advised that there is a 

delay due to the contractor used by TCBC Streetscene has 

gone out of business. 

 

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 

 

   

 

 

  

  

268. A4042 Trunk Road, Cwmbran to Mamhilad Park Estate 

Roundabout  

 

Members received an email from Amey Consulting who 

advised that a review of the A4042 trunk road, Cwmbran 

to Mamhilad Park Estate roundabout had been carried out. 

 

 



RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

269. Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan Update 

2022-2037 

 

Members received an email from the TCBC’s Planning Team 

which advised that work is being undertaken on a revised 

RLDP timetable and it will be presented next year. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

270. Consultation – Road Traffic Orders, Torfaen County 

Borough Council 

 

Members received a letter from TCBC’s Legal Team which 

related to a Consolidation Order.  It is proposed that vehicle 

charging bays will be installed on Osborne Road, 

Pontypool. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

  

271. Committee Budget 

 

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 

within its remit and the spend to date. 

  

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 

 

 

  

  
*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 

Council.  
 

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 


