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Pontypool Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Pont-Y-PWwIi

5th July/Gorffennaf 2023
Dear Sir/Madam, Annwyl Syr/Fadam

You are summoned to attend a MULTI-LOCATION MEETING of the
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE to be held on Wednesday
12th July at 6.30 pm.

The meeting will be held remotely, using Microsoft Teams and physically for
those who wish to attend the Council Chamber. Councillors have been
provided with a link to attend the meeting. If any member of the public wishes
to attend the meeting remotely, please contact the Clerk of the Council (by e-
mail or telephone) at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Members of the public have the right to ask questions at Council meetings
and to speak in Welsh or English, provided that at least 3 working days’ notice
in writing of the question has been provided to the Clerk.

The agenda for the meeting is set out below and relevant papers are attached.

Gofynnir drwy hyn i chi fynychu PWYLLGOR CYNLLUNIO A’R
AMGYLCHEDD, yn Rhith Gyfarfod am 6.30 yf, DYDD MERCHER 12
GORFFENNAF 2023.

Cynhelir y cyfarfod o bell ar Microsoft Teams ac yn gorfforol ar gyfer y rhai
sy'n dymuno mynychu Siambr y Cyngor. Mae cynghorwyr wedi derbyn dolen
i fynychu'r cyfarfod. Os yw unrhyw aelod o'r cyhoedd yn dymuno mynychu'r
cyfarfod o bell, cysylltwch a Chlerc y Cyngor (trwy e-bost neu dros y ffon) o
leiaf 24 awr cyn y cyfarfod.

Mae gan aelodau o’r cyhoedd yr hawl i ofyn cwestiynau yng nghyfarfodydd y
Cyngor, mae gan aelodau or cyhoedd hefyd yr hawl i siarad yn y Gymraeg
neu’r Saesneg, cyn belled ag y rhoddir tri diwrnod o rybudd ysgrifenedig o’r
cwestiwn i'r Clerc.

Mae agenda'r cyfarfod wedi’i nodi isod ac mae papurau perthnasol ynghlwm.

Yours faithfully/ Yr eiddoch yn gywir

AN e D)
Lisa McMail
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL/ CLERC I’R CYNGOR




GEND

To receive apologies for absence.

Declarations of Interest
Members to declare any interests in any items on Agenda.

Biediversity Sub Committee

. To approve and confirmn terms of reference for the above working
group.

ii. To receive a verbal update on the Biodiversity Sub Committee

meeting held on 11.07.2023,

Planning Applications
To receive and consider planning applications on which the Communily
Council is being consulted {attached: page(s) 1 - 2)

Planning Determinations
To receive information on planning applications which have already been
determined {attached: page(s) 3 — 6)

To note observations on planning applications which have already been
submitted between mectings (attached: page(s) 7 - 8)

Benches

To approve/consider the [ollowing requests:

(i) The Chair of P & E has rcceived an e-mail from Sian Watkins
stating that she is happy for the Community Courcil to supply a
beneh at both Berry's Corner & Chestnut Close providing they are
the standardised recycled plastic ones as used in the park.
Confirm approval and cost for this.

(i) To receive a request from the Ward members for Sebastopol West
to replace/refurbish/ relocate bench at Maple Road thal is low and
poorly sited. Refer Cllr Nathan Warren.

(i) To censider adding a commemorative plaque to the recently
refurbished roofed seal located in the park, in memory of Mrs Ruth
Tucker, refer to Leader.

Play Eguipment

(i) To receive an e-mail from Ienrictta Lucas in relation to a request from
Pantygasseg Community Association asking about tunding of fencing.
{attached: page(s) 9)

{il) To discuss information on funding for the play area in Poninewynydd




13.

14.

16,

(i1} To receive a verbal update from Community Devclopment Officer in
relation Lo possible funding that could help financially with the purchase
of future play equipment.

. Canal Strategy: Task & Finish Group

To roceive the terms of Reference for the above (attached:page(s)10 - 11)

. T'o nominate a member to attend future meetings.

Forest Schools

To receive a report from the Events Officer in order for the Commitlee fo
make a recommendation on the provision of Forest Schools 2023
(attached: page(s) 12)

Christmas Trees
To reccive a report from the Events Officer in relation to the planting of
Christmas trees {attached: page(s) 13)

Litter/Doggy Bins
To roceive a verbal update on the above from Prajects & Events Manager.

. Notice Boards

To rececive a verbal update on the above from Projects & FEvents Manager

Committee Budget
To inform the Committee ol the budget (and reserves) within its remit
and the spend to date (attached: page(s) 14)

Councillors: Jon James (Chair}, Nathan Warren (Vice-Chair), Nick Byme, Lynda
Clarkson, John Cox, Anne Gunter, Richard Overton, Caroline Price, Jools
Rogers, Nick Simons, Chairman {Councillor Matt Ford) and Leader {Councillor
Gaynor Jumes} Fx-officio
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Planning and Environment Committec

Wednesday 12 July 2023

Planping Applications to be commented on

1 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other referance
23/P/0226 Toniypool ' Builders Yard, Rockhill Road,
Pontymoile

Proposed construction of new warehouse unit and alterations to
curtilage building including partial demolition.

2 Plan Number District veference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0227 Pontypocl Builders Yard, Rockhill Road,
Pontymoile

PROPOSAL: New warehouse unit and part demolition of redundant
curtilage bhuilding.

3 Plon Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0302 Abersychan and  Coed Yr Fos Farm, Valentine
Cwmavorl Road, Abcrsychan,

Proposed conversion of barn building to oae dwelling.

4 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0305 Scbastopol BEast  Rear Garden of 5 & 6 T1eol Pont
' Y Goron

PROPOSAL: Tree Works

5 Plan Number District reference  Sile reference Other reference
23/B/0308 Pontypool Trosnant Villas, Clarence Street,
Poritypool '

Proposed works to trees (Corsican Pine and Yew) including removal
of branches and ivy

T ——— S et ot

6  Plun Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0332 New Inn Upper 18 Pinetree Road, New Inn,
Pontypuol

PROPQSAL: First Floox Side Extensiot,



7 Pian Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0336 Abersychan and  Lower Little Beili - glas Farm,
Cwmavon Denbridge Road

PROPOSAL: Two storey extension and refurbishment.

8  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0340 Pontnewynydd Pontnewyaydd Crickel Chub,
Pentrepiod Road

PROPOSAL: An extension to the existing cricket club to provide more
storage including a cellar with new ramped access. A reconfiguration
of both the side and front entrance, and a new patio area with
rendered wall to the front of the building. :

9  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0382 New Inn Upper Triangle, 1 Hand Farm Road,
New Inn

PROPOSAL: Extension to the side of the bungalow.

10  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0370 Griffithstown Glengariff Court, Griffithstown,
West Pontypool

PROPOSAL: To carry out works on Gl on attached tree management
survey.

A
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Planning and Environment Committec

Wednesday 12 July 2023

Planning Determinations

1 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
22/P/0183 Ponlypool 35 Cormuercial Street,
’ Pontypool, Torfaen

PROPOSAL: change of use from Al to Al with A3 on ground floor and
B1/B2 on upper two floors, External alterations including the
demolition of a lift shaft and construction of a new staircase to the
rear of the building The provision of a new shop front based on the
original deign to the front elevation Internal alterations to facilitate
the proposed use.

Comment 12/04/22
This Council has no ohservations

Pecision 30/06/23
Approved
2 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference

22/P/0186 Pontypool 35 Commercial Street,
: Pontypool, Torfaen

PROPOSAL: change of use from Al to Al with A3 on ground floor and
B1/B2 on upper two floors, External alterations including the
demolition of a lift shaft and construction of a new staircase to the
rear of the building The provision of a new shop front based on the
original deign to the front elevation Internal alterations to facilitate
the proposed use.

Comment 12/04/22
This Council has no observations
Decigion. 30/06/23
Approved




3 Plan Nuwmber District reference  Site reference Other refererice
22/P/0684 Pantypool Land At Afon Liwyd Close,
Riverside

Proposed ercction of 1.8 metre high v-mesh sccurity/safety fencing
with gates.

Commentt 14/12/22
This Council has no observations

Decision. 30/06/23
Approved

4 Plan Number District reference  Sife reference Other reference
23/P/0054 New Inn Upper 37 & 39 Laburnum Drive, New
Inn, Pontypool

PROPOSAL: T1 3 metre reduction on lower limb back to next
substantial growth. T2 removal of lower limb. T4 Iight prune
overhanging branches 20% reduction of canopy and T6 light prune
overhanging branches, reduce hack to growth point.

Comment 27102123
This Council has no observations

Decision 30/06/23
Approved

5 Plar Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0060 WNew Inn Upper 39, 41, & 43 Laburnum Drive,
New Inn, Pontypool

PROPOSAL: T1 - Remove lower branches 20% reduction of canopy,
remove dead wood. T2 - Remove lower hranches and dead wood 20%
reduction to eanopy. T3 - Remove lower hranches and dead wood 20%
reduction to canopy. Alder - Remove lower branches and dead wood
20% reduction to canopy Other Trees - Trim back lower branches
remove dead wood. :

Comment : 27 /02 [23
This Couneil has no observations

Decision 30/06/23
Approved




6 Plun Number  District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0104 Pontypool Public Convenience, Lanbury
Road, Pontypool

Proposed partial conversion of public toilets {Use Class Sui
Generis) o café/restaurant (Use Class A3), extensions to front,
side and rear and associated external altcrations.

Comment 24/03/23

This Council has no observations

Decision 30/06/23

Approved

7 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference

23/P/0113 Pontypool - Auto Service Pontypool,
: Rockhill Road, Pontyinoile

PROPOSAL: No additional work needs to be done to the building
internally or externally, only change to D2 license.

Comment 31/05/23
This Council has no observations
Decision 30/06/23
Refused

REASON(S):

1 The proposed change of use of the industrial unit is considered to
result in the unjustified loss of employment land and is therefore
considered to be contrary to policy EETS of the Adopted Torfacn
Local Development Plan.

2 In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority the development
would result in an unacceptable level of parking provision to serve
the proposed unit. Due fo the under provision of parking and the
nature of the proposed use there is an increascd likelihood of
indiscriminate parking to the detriment of highway safety and
contrary to Policy BW1 (E} of the Adopted Torfaen Local
Development Plan.

3 In absence of adequate information to confirm otherwise, such as a
Preliminary Bat Survey and fuall details of any mitigation required and
enhancement, it must be assumed that the proposed development
would have an unacceptable impact on this protected species. On this
basis, the scheme would unacceptably harm the biodiversity value of

"
-d



the site and would be contrary to the requirements of LDP Policies
82¢, 87, BW1b and BG1, Environment (Wales) Act 2016, PPW11
Section 6 and Policy 9 of Future Wales 4 In the absence of adequate
information to confirm otherwisec, such as a sequential test, it is
considered that the proposed gymnasium represents sporadic
development outside of the retail hierarchy which conflicts with
policies 89 of the Torfaen Local Dcvelopment Plan, and the strategic
placemaking objectives of PPW and Future Wales which adopt a Town
Centre First approach.

8 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0193 ‘I'revethin 61 Winstone Road, Trevethin,
Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Replace single storey side extension with two storey
extension; and single storey rear extension.

Commaenrtt 05/05/23

This Council has no obsexvations

Decision. 30/06/23

Approved

9 Plan Number District reference  Sile reference Other reference
23/P/0223 Sebastopol West 22 West Avenue, Sebastopol,

Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Construction of new detached garage and associated

works,

Comrment 02/06/23
This Council has no ohservations
Decision 30/06/23
Approved

S
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Planning and Environment Committee

Wednesday 12 July 2023

Plenary Powers
1 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0215 Abersychan and  Site South of Dyffryn, Firwd
Cwimavon Road, Abergychan

Proposed construction of one new dwelling with off road parking to
replace existing pedestrian access to school.

This Council has no observations.

2 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/Pf0264 Trovethin Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw, Folly
Road, Trevethin

PROPOSAL: Upgrading an existing "redgras” type playing pitch to a 3G
artificial grass pitch with storage facilities and floodlighting for all
year round use for both Ysgol Gymraeg Gwynllyw and community
sports groups.

This Council has no observations.

3  Plun Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0281 New Inn Upper South Pontypool Industrial
: Estate, Pantcg Way

Proposed operational depot facility and associated works on behalf of
Wales & West Utilities.

This Council has no observations.

A Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0286 Cwmynyscoy Penvrheol Irarm, Cwrdy Lane,
Penyrheol

PROPOSAL: Part retrospective application for the retention of a stahle
block and for the proposed erection of a manege and associated
Bevelopment.

This Council has no observations.



5  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0315 MNow Inn Lower 5 Woodfield RRoad, New Inr,
Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Variation of condition 1 of planning application
21/P/0711/HH - reduce scale and redesign within approved
extensions footprint.

This Council has no observations.

6  Plan Number District reference  Sile reference Other reference
23/P/0317 Abersychan and 8 Elizabeth Row, Talywain,
Cwmavon Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Mixed use of a summerhouse, and garden amenity, as
residential amenity and part-time holiday let incidental to the
parent property. No construction, no drainage, no services, no
roads.

This Council has no observations.

2
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Jane Wright

From: Lucas, Sarah Henrietta <Hensietta Lucas@tarfaen.govule
Sent: 19 June 2023 1216

To: Lisa Michiail

Ce Jane Wright

Subject: Pantygassog Play Area fencing

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the brganization, Bo not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Lisa,
My colleague has had an email from Claire Pearce Crawford From Pantygasseg Community Association asking about
funding of the fencing and new equipment at Pantygasseg Play area. | know the Community council were kaen to
support the group and | wondered what mechanism we would need to do this. | would propose that she contacts
you direct to discuss costs and obtains quotes for supply and erection of the new fencing including disposal of the
- existing. The play area is an Council land but this is leased to the Community Association who manage the play area

Let me know what you think?
Regards

Henrletta L.ucas BA{SocScl MA(DIp LA) PCert

UWCH SWYDDOG TIRWEDD

SENIOR LANDSCAPE OFFICER :
Polisl Ecoleg a Thirwedd /Ecology and Landscape Palicy
Polisi'r Amgylchedd Maturiol A Gweithrediadau Strydlun
Natural Environment Policy and Sireetscene Operations

ECONOMI A'R AMGYLGHEDD / EGONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT
Gyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Terfaen / Torfaen Coundy Bovough Coundil

Ffan f Tel : 01633 648045

Symudo! / Mobile : 679806827260 -

Ehost/ Email : henvietta.lycas@torfaen.gov.uk
Visit our Torfaen Economy and Enterprise web site : www.southwalesbusiness.co.uk
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Canal Strategy: Task & Finish Group

Terms of Reference

Background

The Monmouthshire & Brecon Cana! comprises 35 miles (S6km) of navigable canal from Brecen to Five
Lacks Basin in Cwmbran, a further 7 miles {11km} of unnavigable (‘remainder’) canal to Newport on
the main line, and 5 miles {6.5k) to Cwmcarn on the Crumlin Arm, Widely regarded as one of the most
scenic waterways in the UK, the canal is a locally important heritage asset that cannects the Brecon
Beacons National Park and the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape World- Herltage Site to the coast,
passing through areas of both open countryside and major urban settlements,

The canal in Torfaen is unique. Net only is it full of wildlife and history, but it is deeply valued by our
communities who passionately care about it. It is also uniguely weli-placed to be the spine of Torfaen
linking together our attractions, town centres and communities. A wall-managed canal brings many
positive impacts to people and communities, improving quality of life and weli-being.

This Strategy has been developed and provides a framewark for action that will support better
collaboration, partnership working and co-ordination of activities. This Strategy and Action Plan will
ensure that the canal fulfils its potential as a link between destinations and is managed effectively,
taking a balanced approach to decision making.

There are five ‘themed’ areas of work that need to come together across three phases and
underpinned by defined objectives, to ensure we maximise the rich and varied opportunities of the
canal. The themes, are Integrated across all activity:

1. Sustainable Maintenance and Managemeant

2. Destination Development, Leisure and Travel

3, Community and Partnership

4, Resilient Heritage

5. Achieving Restoration and Navigation to Cwmbran Town Centre

Purpose of the Cross-Party Task & Finish Group
This Task & Finish group is a forum for Members to draw on their knowledge, skills and experiences
to:

1. Ensure the strategy {and action plan) along with the supporting narrative is suitably focused
on the role that the canal can play in delivering wider benefits for the residents, businesses
and visitors to Torfaen

2. Ensure alignment with delivery of the county plan ohjectives and vision for Torfaen and its
wider community.

The outcome for the Task & Finish Group will be reflected in a review and appropriate amendment of
the draft Strategy narrative to ensure the right tone and context.



Scape of the Cross-Party Task & Finish Group
In keeping with the Council's constitution, the Task & Finish Group will not hold any executive decision-
rmaking powers.

The outcome of Task & Finish Group discussions will be reported by Officers to the Executive Member
{Economy Skills and Regeneration) with responsibility for the Canal, in consultation with Exec Member
for Environment {where relevant).

Membership
To function effectively, the Task & Finish group will have a maximum membership of 12.

Membership will include:

1 representative from Pontypool Community Councit
< 1representative fram Blaenavon Town Council
- 1represeniative from Cwmbran Community Council
- Orepresentatives from Torfaen County Borough Council.

The 9 Borough members will be selected from those whose wards the canal runs through.

The Task & Finish Group will strive far political balance, with representatives nominaied by political
group leaders as follows:

¢ & member from the Labour Group

o 1 member from the individual independents

o 1member from the Independent Group

o 1 member from the Torfaen Independent Group

in keeping with the purpose of the Task & Finish Group, Members will be sought who have the relevant
knowledge, interest and expertise.

Officars will be represented by Ecanomy and Strategic Regeneration Programme Manager and Canal
Co-Ordinator. Other officers may be invited if the agenda item is relevant to their area of work.

The group will elect a Chair to lead the discussions.

The Task & Finish Group will agree the terms of Reference as part of the inaugural meeting.

Period of Operation

The Task & Finish Group will commence in June and meet over a series of meetings (as agreed at the
initial meeting and in line with the agreed elements of work to he undertaken), to take place before
mid-July 2023, This will enable officers to make the necessary amendments before presenting PDF
{luiy} and then to Cabinet in September {12™),

R
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Planning and Enviropment Committee
Wadnesday 12" July 2023

Forest School Lesgons

1.0 Purpose of Report
1.1 To consider the provision of Forest School Sessions for 2023
2.0 Report

Previously the Council paid for Forest School sessions for one year group from each
Pontypool school. Last year the venue was Greenmeadow Community Farm who also
provided the lessons. The Community Council also paid for the transport from the schools to
the venue.

Unfortunately, Greenmeadow Farm is currently closed so to date there is no venue or lesson
provider has been sought for the 2023 sessions.

During Covid the Community Council divided the budget equally betwesn the nine schools
and the schools arranged their own lessons, this could be an option with each schoo!
receiving £350,

| have contacted the following to enquire about costs of lessons at each school;:

Monlife- They informed me that an instructor could come and conduet Forest School
sessions at each school, This would be at cost of £250 per instructor, per day for groups up
to 12 pupils. For groups over 12 pupils two instructors will be needed. An instructor could
do a moring and afternoon session with separate groups if required. They don't do half day
charges.

Mrs Donna Squirre! (Forest School Teacher) — Unfortunately Mrs Squirrel is taking a
permanant teaching post in September so is not available to teach the lessons.

The budget for 2023 is £3300.

3.0 Recommended: that the information ke noted, and a recomimendation be made for the
provision of the 2023 Forest School lessons.

Mrs AAmbrosen
Events and Projects Officer
20/06/2023
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Planning and Environment Committee

Wednesday 12 July 2023

Christmas Trees

1.0 Purpase of report
To updale members an Chrisimas Trees
1.1 Report

As part of the blodiversity plan the Council aim to plant Christmas trees that will last for several
years. The current position of achieving this goal is that site visits need to take place with a
representative from Tarfaen County Borough Council to ascertain if the current sites arc appropriate
to plant the trees. Site visits are scheduled to place in the next few weeks. Tree planting could then
take place in the Autumn,

If the current sites are suitable then sustainable trees will be purchased and planted.
An update will be given at the September Planning Committee.
2.0 Recommended

That the inforrmation be noted

Mrs A Ambrosen
Projects and Events Officer
Aj7/23



Planning & Environment Meeting

12 July 2023

Financial Budget Comparison

Comparison between 01/04/23 and 31/05/23 inclusive. Includes due and unpaid transactions.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/23

2023/2024 Reserve
Movements
EXPENDITURE
Planning & Environment Committee
4001 Environmental Awards/Projects £4,000.00 £0.00
4005 Litter Bins / Doggy Bins £4,000.00 £0.00
4006 Community Notice Boards £9,000.00 £0.00
4015 Forest School £3,300.00 £0.00
4025 Biodiversity Projects £5,000.00 £0.00
4030 Poetry Trail £0.00 £8,025.50
4035 Environmental Quiz £800.00 £0.00
4055 Woodland Rent & Amazing Tree £150.00 £0.00
4090 Playground Equipment £0.00 £4.496.00
Total Planning & Environment £26,250.00 £12,521.50

Earmarked/Restricted Reserves - July 2023

31.03.2023 2023/24

Heading Balance b/f In
Play Equipment 54,164.00

Notice Boards (purchase and installation) 4,000.00

Play Equipment - Maintenance 2022 -2027 5,000.00

PG Ewo®

e Vb

Actual Net Balance
£0.00 £4,000.00
£0.00 £4,000.00
£0.00 £9,000.00
£0.00 £3,300.00

£500.00 £4,500.00
£8,025.50 £0.00
£57.92 £742.08
£67.50 £82.50
£4,496.00 £0.00
£13,146.92 £25,624.58
Out Balance
4,496.00 49,668.00
4,000.00
5,000.00






