
QUICK NOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING 

AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2024 

 
NB: FULL MINUTES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN DUE COURSE 

 

In attendance: 
  

Councillor:   Jon James# (in the Chair)      
  
and Councillor(s):  Anne Gunter#, Gaynor James#, Lisa Jones*,  

Richard Overton*,  Allan Peploe#, Caroline Price* 
 
 Officers:   Kerrie Smith#, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker),   

Cathryn Drew# (Projects Officer)  
  

*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
   
The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
  

Min 
No 

Subject and Decision 
  

Action 
  

  

431. Recording of Meeting 
 
Members agreed that the Council meeting could be 

recorded for minute taking purposes. 
 

  

432. Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne, 
Lynda Clarkson and Nick Simons. 
  

  
  

   

433. Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillor(s) Gaynor James, Jon James and Caroline Price 
declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any 
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 

(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as 
members of Pontypool Community Council.  

 
RECOMMENDED:  that the declarations be noted. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
KS 

434. Planning Applications 
 

Members received and considered the list of planning 
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



RECOMMENDED:  that the comments/observations 
stated be submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 
 

CP 
 
 

435. Planning Determinations 

 
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be 

noted. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CP 

436. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 
 

Members noted observations on planning applications 
which had already been submitted between meetings. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be 
noted. 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

437. Noticeboards, Bins and Benches  

  
Members received an update report on the status and 
current commitments of noticeboards, bins and benches. 

 
Noticeboards 

 
Since the report was prepared, advertisement consent has 
been awarded for the noticeboards in Cwmynyscoy and 

Trevethin.   
 

Further advice has been received from Streetscene 
advising that the noticeboard outside Panteg Cemetery will 
need to be replaced rather than repaired.  

 
The Committee were asked to approve the purchase of 
slabs to make the area safe in front of the noticeboard in 

Berry’s Corner, New Inn and there is a risk assessment in 
place. 

 
Bins 
 

The Committee were informed that the replacement bin 
opposite Sebastopol Park is still on hold due to a dispute 

between Bron Afon and TCBC.   
 
Benches 

 
Cllr AP informed the meeting that Cllr Warren and himself 
had revisited the location for a bench in Sebastopol West 

   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



and the corner of Cwrdy Road and St Benedict Close could 

be a possibility. 
 

The Committee were asked to approve the repainting of the 
bench in Brynwern which is currently earmarked at a cost 
of £649. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the: 

 
(i) information contained in the report be noted; 
(ii) noticeboard outside Panteg Cemetery be replaced 

in the new financial year; 
(iii) purchase of 2 slabs at a cost of £100 be made to 

make safe the area in front of the noticeboard in 

Berry’s Corner, New Inn; 
(iv) Deputy Clerk escalate to Senior Managers in 

Bron Afon and TCBC the issue with the doggy bin 
outside Sebastopol Park due to lack of progress; 

(v) repainting of the bench in Brynwern at a cost of 

£649 be approved in the new financial year. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CD 

 
CD 

 

CD 
 

 
KS 

 

CD 
 

438. Forest Schools Project 
 
The Committee received  an update report on the Forest 

Schools Project 2024/2025.   
 

Cllr AG asked how many pupils from the home education 
group would be attending? 
 

The Projects Officer advised that 30 pupils attend each 
session and the home education group would be less than 

that.  The Projects Officer is liaising with the Home 
Education Coordinator to ascertain exact numbers. 
 

The budget allocation for 2024/2025 is £4,433.33. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the: 

 
(i) information contained in the report be noted; 

(ii) project for Spring 2025 proceed and be 
commissioned at a cost of £4,350 to cover the 
cost of the lessons and transport. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
CD 

439. ‘Live’ Trees Fencing 

 
The Committee received a verbal update on the `Live’ trees 

fencing. 
 
The fencing contract was awarded and the majority of the 

fences have been installed.  Currently waiting for 
permission from Stagecoach for the tree in Varteg.  The 

 



Talywain tree has now been approved so the fencing will 
be installed with immediate effect.  Plaques will also be 
installed on the fences. 

 
The Chair informed the meeting that the Contractor has 

done a brilliant job of installing the fences. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.  

 

440. Mynydd Maen Wind Farm Proposal 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

441. Abertillery Wind Farm Proposal 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 
 

 

442. Committee Budget 

 
Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 
within its remit and the spend to date. 

 
The Committee were also asked to approve the transfer of 
£700 from earmarked reserves to the Biodiversity budget 

for the bird box project. 
 

RECOMMENDED:  that: 
 

(i) the information be noted 

(ii) the transfer of £700 to the biodiversity budget be 
approved for the bird box project. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

CC 

  

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 
Council.  
 

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 

  



DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST DECLARED 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 2025 

 

Name of Member Interest Declared Signature 

 

Gaynor James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

Councillor Jon James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

Councillor Caroline Price Declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 
Torfaen County Borough 
Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 
members of Pontypool 
Community Council. 

 

 

 


