
QUICK NOTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING 
AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12TH JUNE 2024 

 

In attendance: 
 

Councillor: Jon James#  (In the Chair) 

 
and Councillors: John Cox*, Anne Gunter#, Gaynor James#, Lisa Jones#, 
Richard Overton#, Allan Peploe#, Nick Simons* 

 
Officers: Miriam Watts# (Projects and Events Manager), Cathryn Drew# 
(Events Officer)   

 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

 

Action 

 

 

69. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillors Nick Byrne and 

Caroline Price. 

 

 

 

    

70. Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillors Gaynor James, Jon James and Nick Simons   

declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 

(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as members 

of Pontypool Community Council.   

 

 

 

 

 

71. Biodiversity Sub-Committee – 10 April 2024 

 

The Committee: 

 

(i) were asked to approve the minutes of the Biodiversity 

Sub Committee held on the 10 April 2024.   

(ii)  were updated on One Voice Wales (OVW) Biodiversity 

Resource Training  

(iii) received a verbal report on plans for the Go Wild Event 

which takes place on 29 June 2024 in Pontypool Park.  The 

Committee was asked to approve funding of £400 for this 

event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(iv)  to review the Community Green Grant application and 

criteria.   

 

RECOMMENDED/RESOLVED*:  the Committee approved: 

(i) the minutes of the Biodiversity Sub Committee held on 

10 April 2024 be confirmed as a true record. 

(ii) the funding of £400 be taken from the biodiversity 

budget for the Go Wild Event on 29 June 2024. 

(iii)  the Community Green Grant process. 

 
 

 

 

 

MW/ 

CC 

MW 

 

 

72. Planning Applications 
 

Members received and considered the list of planning 
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 
County Borough Council (TCBC).  

 
RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be 
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
CP 

73. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

 
Members noted observations on planning applications 
which had already been submitted between meetings. 

 
RESOLVED: that the plenary powers applications be noted 

 

 

 
 
 

 
CP 

 

74. Planning Determinations 
 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 
Council planning determinations including reasons for 
approvals or refusals.  

 
RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
CP 

75. Notice Boards, Benches and Bins Update 

 

The Committee received a report from the Project and 

Events Manager on the status of noticeboards, bins and 

benches.   

 

RECOMMENDED*:  that the Committee: 

(i) note the contents of the report 

(ii) approved the funding to carry out maintenance to the 

noticeboard at St Hilda’s at a cost of £270. 

(iii) approved the replacement of the benches in 

Griffithstown Park and between the Open Hearth and 

Kemys Street bridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW/C

C 

MW 

 

 



(iv) approved the request for a bench in Golf Road 

(v) approved the relocation of the bench in Maple Road 

South.   

(vi) approved the litter bin request for East View, 

Griffithstown at a cost of £424. 

(vii) approved the new location for the bin near Berry’s 

Corner, a replacement at Lancaster Road and a new bin in 

the vicinity of the Lower New Inn. 

(viii)  approved the request for a replacement bin by St 

Mary’s Church 

(ix) approved the request for a new/replacement dog litter 

bin in Sebastopol, subject to Bron Afon’s approval 

 

MW 

MW 

 

MW/ 

CC 

MW 

 

 

MW 

 

MW 

 

 

76. Play Equipment  

The Committee received a verbal update from the Projects 

and Events Manager relating to the play equipment at 

Pantygasseg.   

 

RECOMMENDED*:  that the information be noted. 

 

77. Forest Schools 

The Committee received a verbal update from the Projects 

Officer on Forest Schools and the spend to date and the full 

report will be presented to the Committee in July.   

  

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

78. Schools Environmental Grants 

The Committee received a verbal update from the Projects 

and Events Manager on the Schools Environmental Grants.   

  

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

79 Live Trees 

The Committee received a verbal update from the Projects 

and Events Manager on live trees.  Confirmation has been 

received regarding the landowners of all the sites and 

processes are now in place to contact them and also 

consult with Torfaen CBC’s highways team. 

   

RECOMMENDED: that information be noted and Officers 

to keep progressing the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW 

80. Wind Farm – Mynydd Llanhilleth 

The Committee received a report from the Projects and 

Events Manager on the Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm 

proposal. 

 



 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

81. Wind Farm – Mynydd Maen 

The Committee received a report from the Projects and 

Events Manager on the Mynydd Maen Wind Farm proposal.  

Cllr AG advised that there is an online petition opposing 

the proposal. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

82. School’s Environmental Quiz 

The Committee received a verbal update from the Project 

Officer.  The School’s Environmental Quiz was held on 10 

June 2024 and was very successful.  Six schools too part,  

Cwmffrwdoer School were the winners.  Dan the Can and 

Torfaen Communications Team attended.  A full report will 

be provided at the Committee meeting in July. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted. 

 

 

83. Committee Budget 

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 
within its remit and the spend to date. 
 

No comments were raised. 
 

RECOMMENDED:  that  the information be noted. 

 

 

 

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 
Council.   

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

  



Declarations of Interest Declared 

Planning and Environment 

12 June 2024  

 

Name of Member Interest Declared Signature 

 

Councillor G. James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

Councillor J. James Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

Councillor N. Simons Declared personal and non-

prejudicial interests in any 

agenda items relating to 

Torfaen County Borough 

Council (TCBC) as they were 

members of TCBC, as well as 

members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


