
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH JULY 2024 

 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor: Jon James (in the Chair)# 
 
and Councillors: Nick Byrne#, John Cox#, Anne Gunter#, Gaynor James#, 

Lisa Jones*, Allan Peploe#, Caroline Price*, Richard Overton# 
 

Officers: Kerrie Smith, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker)#, Cathryn Drew (Projects 
Officer)#     
 

*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

 

Action 

 

 

113. Recording of Meeting 

 

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be 

recorded for minute taking purposes. 

 

 

114. Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Lynda Clarkson 

and Nick Simons. 

 

 

 

    

115. Declarations of Interest 

 

Councillor(s) Nick Byrne, Jon James, Gaynor James and  

Caroline Price declared personal and non-prejudicial 

interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 

Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, 

as well as members of Pontypool Community Council.   

 

Councillor Nick Byrne declared a personal interest in 

agenda item 5, application No. 24/P/0224.  

 

Councillor(s) Gaynor James and Jon James also declared 

personal interests in this agenda item. 

 

 

 

 

 

116. Biodiversity Sub Committee 

 

The Projects Officer (CD) provided an update on the 

Biodiversity Sub Committee meeting that was held on 10 

 

 

 

 



July 2024. 

 

Steve Williams, TCBC and Richard Lloyd Evans from the 

Nestbox Project had attended the meeting.   

 

CD provided an update on the Community Woodland 

Action Plan, Forest Schools project, Environmental Quiz, 

and the Go Wild Event.   

 

An outside representative is needed for the Community 

Woodland Project, the `live’ trees is progressing and there 

are a few actions going forward regarding maintenance.  A 

full progress report will be provided to the next Committee 

meeting in September 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDED/RESOLVED*:  that a progress report be 

provided for the next Committee meeting scheduled for 11 

September 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CD 

117. Planning Applications 

 

Members received and considered the list of planning 

applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen 

County Borough Council (TCBC).  

 

Cllr NB informed the Committee that item 2 on the planning 

applications paper, application No. 24/P/0224 related to a 

parcel of land that belongs to his father. 

 

RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be 
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CP 

 

118. Planning Determinations 

 

Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough 

Council planning determinations including reasons for 

approvals or refusals.  

 

RESOLVED: that the planning determinations be noted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

119. Planning Applications: Plenary Powers 

 

Members noted observations on planning applications 

which had already been submitted between meetings. 

 

RESOLVED: that the plenary powers applications be noted. 

 

 

 



120. Mynydd Llanhilleth, to the East of Brynithel and 

Llanhilleth and West of Talywain, Pontypool 

 

The Committee received a copy of the letter from Planning 

and Environment Decisions Wales (PEDW) advising that 

the application to construct and operate a wind farm in 

Mynydd Llanhilleth had been withdrawn by the applicant. 

 

RESOLVED: that the information be noted. 
 

 

121. Noticeboards, Bins and Benches  

 

Councillor JJ advised that the new noticeboard in Berry’s 

Corner had been installed but the noticeboard by Panteg 

Cemetery in New Inn had been vandalised again and that 

he had carried out more repairs.   
 

Councillor AG informed the meeting that the new 

noticeboard by Panteg Surgery had not been installed and 

was due to be completed the same time as the one in 

Berry’s Corner.  Cllr AG had reported that the cabinet 

outside St Hilda’s Hall had been vandalised. 
 

CD informed the meeting that she is now the contact for 

bench applications and all enquiries should be sent 

through to her. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that: 

(i) CD/MW follow up the installation of the noticeboard 

outside Panteg Surgery. 

(ii) all future bench enquiries be sent through to CD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CD/ 

MW 

ALL 

122. Hanging Baskets Summer 2024   

 

Councillor JJ advised that the hanging baskets would be 

installed on 11 July 2024. 
 

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted. 

 

 

123. Committee Budget 

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves) 

within its remit and the spend to date. 

 

RECOMMENDED:  that the information be noted.  

 

 

 

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by 
Council.   

 
Signed by Chair ……………………………………………………………………. 


