MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2024

In attendance:

Councillor: Jon James (in the Chair)#

and Councillors: Richard Overton*, Lisa Jones*, Allan Peploe#, Caroline

Price#,

Officers: Kerrie Smith, (Deputy Clerk, Minute Taker)#, Cath Drew# (Projects

Officer)

*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min | Subject and Decision Action
No
197. | Recording of Meeting
Members agreed that the Council meeting could be
recorded for minute taking purposes.
198. | Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne,
Lynda Clarkson, Gaynor James and Nick Simons.
199. | Declarations of Interest
Councillor(s) Jon James and Caroline Price declared
personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they
were members of TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool
Community Council.
RECOMMENDED: that the declarations be noted. KS
200. | Planning Applications
Members received and considered the list of planning
applications on which it was being consulted by Torfaen
County Borough Council (TCBC).




RECOMMENDED: that the observations stated be CP
submitted to Torfaen County Borough Council.

201. |Planning Determinations
Members received and noted Torfaen County Borough
Council planning determinations including reasons for
approvals or refusals.
RECOMMENDED: that the planning determinations be CP
noted.

202. | Planning Applications: Plenary Powers
Members noted observations on planning applications
which had already been submitted between meetings.
RECOMMENDED: that the plenary powers applications be CP
noted.

203. | Biodiversity Sub Committee
Members were asked to approve the minutes of the
Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting which was held on 10
July 2024.
RECOMMENDED: that the minutes of the Biodiversity
Sub-Committee held on 10 July 2024 be confirmed as a CD
true record.

204. | Pontnewynydd Park Update
The Committee received an update report from the Projects
& Events Manager following a funding request, which was
first discussed in November 2023 at Pontnewynydd Park,
but was subsequently put on hold due to flooding.
Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) have advised that
the drainage issue was eventually sorted last month.
Funding is still being sought to support the project and
asked if PCC would be willing to fund a piece of equipment
for the park.
The Committee agreed to fund the equipment at a cost of | MW/CC

£2,000 subject to Council approval..




RECOMMENDED*: that the Committee agree to the
request for funding of the equipment at a cost of £2,000
subject to Council approval.

205.

Presentation on Biodiversity Training

The Committee received a presentation from the Projects
Officer on the One Voice Wales biodiversity training
attended by herself, Cllrs AG, LJ and NW.

Due to technical difficulties the presentation would be
emailed to Members following the meeting.

RECOMMENDED: that the information contained within
the presentation be noted.

CD

206.

Noticeboards, Bins and Benches

The Committee received an update report from the Projects
Officer on noticeboards, bins and benches which shows the
current status of noticeboards, bin and bench works and
any new requests.

In relation to the noticeboard at Berry’s Corner, permission
has been received from Bron Afon to rectify the area. The
Project Officer will contact TCBC’s Streetscene Team to ask
them to carry out the remedial works.

Cllr RO advised that he is still in discussions regarding the
replacement bin at St Mary’s Church, as the bins weren’t
being emptied by TCBC on a regular basis.

In relation to the bench in Brynwern, the cost to replace
this bench is £649. The Committee agreed to fund the
replacement bench at a cost of £649.00, subject to Council
approval.

The Chair thanked the Projects Officer for pulling together
the information which was clear and concise.

RECOMMENDED: that:

(1) the information contained within the report is
noted.

CD




(i) approval be given to repair or replace the bench in
Brynwern at a cost of £649.00, subject to Council
approval.

CD/CC

207.

Hanging Baskets

The Committee received a request from the Leader to
purchase 8 x hanging baskets for the Bandstand in
Pontypool Park at an approximate cost of £500.00, subject
to Council approval.

The Committee agreed to fund the hanging baskets and for
the funds to be vired from budget code 4005 - litter
bins/doggy bins.

RECOMMENDED*: that the funding request of £500.00 is
approved and the budget code 4005 - litter bins/doggy bins
is used to vire the monies, subject to Council approval.

CC

208.

Live Trees

The Committee received a verbal update from the Projects
Officer on the live trees project.

The project is ongoing, a report will be going to Full Council
on 25 September 2024 with a map of all 16 locations which
have now been signed off by landowners. The Projects
Officer has written to the various landowners to confirm
that they are happy with the area of land being used.

If the funding is agreed then the preferred contractor will
be contacted to start the work.

A further report will also be going to Full Council for
funding to erect fencing around the trees to alleviate
vandalism, the funding for the fencing is more expensive
than the cost of the trees.

Cllr RO asked what type of fencing will be used. The Project
Officer advised that picket fencing or ranch fencing will be
used.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be received, noting
that a full report on live trees and associated fencing will
be presented to September Council as outlined above.

CD/MW

209.

Recycling (Whale) Project




The Committee received a report from the Projects & Events
Manager with regard to a proposal to purchase a Recycling
Whale Sculpture as part of a Recycling Incentive Mini-
Project to use in Pontypool Town Centre.

The cost of the sculpture is £3,220 plus VAT.

Additional costs for the internal bin and regular emptying
of the bin by TCBC and sandbags to keep the structure in
place would need to be funded.

Clir AP raised a concern that this could be a fire hazard.

The Committee agreed that this item should be taken to
Full Council.

RECOMMENDED*: that the contents of the report and that
this item be deferred and presented to Full Council for
further consideration.

MW

210.

Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm

The Committee received a copy of an email from Thirty47,
on behalf of Mynydd Llanhilleth Wind Farm, providing an
update on the progress of the DNS application.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

211.

Committee Budget

Councillors received a copy of the budget (and reserves)
within its remit and the spend to date.

RECOMMENDED: that the information be noted.

*This is a recommendation to Council, the final decision would be made by

Council.

Signed by Chair




