
 

 

MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE FINANCE, 
GOVERNANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1 JULY 2026 
 
In attendance: 
  
Councillor:    N Warren# (Chair)  
  
and Councillors: L Hunt#, N Byrne*, L Clarkson*, J Horlor*,  

R Matthews# 

 
Officers:   C Challenger#, Finance Manager 
                                      K Smith#, Deputy Clerk (and minute taker) 

 
* Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
                                    

  
  
78. 

FINANCE ITEMS 
 
Recording of Meeting 
 

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be recorded 

for minute taking purposes. 
  

  

79. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor(s) G James, L Jones,  

A Peploe and C Price. 
 

  
  
  

80. Declarations of Interest 
  
Councillor(s) N Byrne, L Clarkson and R Matthews declared 

personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items 

relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they 

are members of TCBC, as well as being members of Pontypool 

Community Council. 

 

Councillor L Hunt declared a personal interest in agenda item 

11(v) – Griffithstown Junior AFC. 

 

Councillor(s) J Horlor and R Matthews declared a personal 

and non-prejudicial interest in agenda item 14(iii) as they are 

Trustees of Torfaen Museum Trust. 

 

Councillor N Warren declared a personal interest in agenda 

item 13(ii) – 1st Griffithstown Scouts Group as they had 

assisted the Group with their application form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  that the declarations of interest be 

recorded. 
 

 

KS/CP 

81. Actions Log from previous minutes 

 

Members were asked to note the minute actions log from the 

previous meetings. 

 

RECOMMENDED*: that the information be noted. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

82. Schedule of Receipts and Payments 
  
The Committee was asked to approve the schedule of receipts 

and payments for May 2026.  These payments have 

previously been authorised by the Committee Chair, Vice 

Chair and Councillor G James and checked for accuracy by 

the Clerk and Finance Manager. 

 

RECOMMENDED*: that the receipts and payments for May 

2026 as shown in the report, be approved noting the 

information.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC 

 

83. Use of Credit Card 
  
The Committee was requested to approve the credit card 

payments covering 14 to 15 April 2026.    

 

RECOMMENDED*: that the payments made on the Council’s 

credit card, as shown in the report for the above periods, be 

approved. 
  

 
 

 

 

 

CC 
 
 

84. Financial Comparison and Earmarked Reserves 

 
The Committee was requested to consider the financial 
comparison report and earmarked reserves to 31 May 2026. 

 
RECOMMENDED*:  that the financial comparison and 

earmarked reserve reports be approved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CC 
 

85. Earmarked Reserve for Wellbeing Budget 
 

The Committee was asked to approve the allocation of an 
earmarked reserve for the Wellbeing budget. 

 
RECOMMENDED*:  that an earmarked reserve be created 
and allocated £10,000 from the General Reserves to the 

Wellbeing budget. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CC 



 

 

86. Local Voluntary Funding (LVF) 
 

The Committee was requested to approve the Local Voluntary 

Funding (LVF) applications in agenda item 9.     
  
The Chair stated that the applications had been checked and 

vetted by the Finance Manager. 
  
RESOLVED: that the LVF applications as outlined in agenda 

item 9 be approved.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
CC/AA 

87. New Inn Scouts Local Voluntary Funding 

 

The Finance Manager informed the meeting that they had 

spoken to Councillor Overton regarding the LVF funding for 

New Inn Scouts Group.1  

 

Councillor Hunt suggested that the accrued funding be 

moved over to an earmarked reserve and that the money be 

given to the Scouts this financial year. 

 

The Finance Manager advised that setting up an earmarked 

reserve was the advice from the Internal Auditor. 

 

Councillor Byrne queried why this funding had not been 

spent previously and if this is allowed why were other 

requests to carry over funding refused?  

 

The Finance Manager explained that the request to carry over 

the New Inn Scouts funding was received prior to year end 

and that Councillor Byrne’s request to carry over LVF funding 

was received after the end of the financial year. 

 

The Chair advised that the policy has changed and no LVF 

funding will be carried over in future. 

 

The Chair advised Councillor Byrne that if any projects within 

their area would benefit from funding. They could apply via a 

general grant which would be considered at a future F,G&P 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The Finance Manager was advised that the reason funding had not yet been paid to New 

Inn Scouts was because they needed to sign a new lease agreement first and this should be 

in the very near future. 



 

 

The Chair suggested that Councillor Byrne ask the Clerk to 

contact the Community Connectors Team to understand if 

they are aware of any groups within Councillor Byrne’s ward 

who would benefit from funding support. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  that: 

 

(i) the LVF funding for New Inn Scouts be transferred 

to an earmarked reserve. 

(ii) the Clerk contact the Community Connectors Team 

on behalf of Councillor Byrne. 

 

 

 

 

 

CC 
 

NB/CD 

88. Grounds Maintenance Grants 

 

The Chair informed the meeting that applications have been 

received from the following: 

 

(i) Fairfield United AFC  

(ii) Fairfield United Juniors Minis AFC 

(iii) Garndiffaith Bowls Club  

(iv) Garndiffaith RFC  

(v) Griffithstown Junior AFC 

(vi) New Inn AFC  

(vii) New Inn Juniors and Youth AFC  

(viii) Panteg AFC 

(ix) Panteg Cricket Club  

(x) Panteg House Bowls Club 

(xi) Panteg Park Bowls Club  

(xii) Pontnewynydd AFC  

(xiii) Pontnewynydd Cricket Club  

(xiv) Pontypool Town AFC  

(xv) Pontypool United RFC  

(xvi) Race Association Football Club  

(xvii) Sebastopol AFC  

(xviii) West Mon RFC  

 

Councillor Clarkson asked if Abersychan Alexanders had 

been contacted this year? 

 

The Finance Manager advised that the same 

Clubs/Organisations are contacted every year but clubs often 

change contacts and don’t inform Officers. As such, grant 

information isn’t always passed onto the correct contact.   

 

The Chair advised that they would speak to New Panteg RFC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Councillor Clarkson advised that Fairfield United have given 

up some of their leases and asked if this could be checked 

with the Club. 

 

The Chair suggested that this item be deferred until Full 

Council on 22 July 2026. 

 

RECOMMENDED*: that: 

 

(i) Councillor Clarkson will provide a new contact to 

the Finance Manager for Abersychan Alexanders. 

(ii) The Chair will follow up on New Panteg RFC 

(iii) That this item be deferred until the Full Council 

meeting on 22 July 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LC 
 

NW 
 

CC/AA 

 

89. Junior Sports Club Grants 

 

Councillor Clarkson asked if Garndiffaith Bowls Club have 

applied for a junior sponsorship grant. 
 

The Finance Manager advised that they have requested £250 

to assist them in setting up a junior bowls club. 
 

The Chair explained that the funding is for active clubs not 

for setting up a new club and perhaps the Garndiffaith Bowls 

Club could be contacted and advised that they could apply 

for a general grant or wellbeing grant. 
 

RECOMMENDED*: that: 
 

(i) the Junior Sports Clubs listed below be awarded the 

following grants: 
 

(i)      Fairfield AFC Mini and Juniors - £1,790.70 

(ii)    Garndiffaith RFC - £1,035.00 

(iii)    Griffithstown Junior AFC - £239.99 

(iv)    New Inn Juniors and Youth AFC - £1,830.00 

(v)    Panteg AFC - £809.95 

(vi)    Panteg Cricket Club – £850.00 

(vii)    Pontypool Town AFC - £300.00 

(viii)   Pontypool United RFC - £1,250.00 

(ix) Sebastopol Juniors AFC - £1,044.00 

(x) Talywain RFC - £1,000.00 
 

(ii) Garndiffaith Bowls Club be contacted and advised 

that they could apply for a general grant or 

wellbeing grant to assist with setting up a new 

junior team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC/AA 

 

 

 

 

 

CC/AA 



 

 

90. Requests for Financial Assistance 

 

The Chair informed the meeting that requests for financial 
assistance has been received from: 
 

(i) Women of Wisdom 

(ii) 1st Griffithstown Scouts Group 

 

RECOMMENDED*: that: 

 

(i) Women of Wisdom be advised that the FGP 

committee has not approved their request in its 

current form but would support a future 

application if they were able to take advantage of 

facilities within the Borough. Officers to speak to 

the Community Connectors Team to see if they 

could assist the Group to obtain services within the 

Borough. 

(ii) 1st Griffithstown Scouts Group to be awarded 

£1,500 from the general grants budget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC/AA 

 

 

 
CC 

 

 

91. Core Cost Applications 
 

The Committee received core cost applications from the  
following organisation(s): 
 

(i) Cold Barn Farm – Officers to contact them and 
ask for a breakdown of the costs to replace the 

kitchen, how much money they require for the 
community wildlife garden and how much they 
need for the `back to school’ kits 

(ii) Torfaen Talks CIC – Officers to contact them and 
ask how much the counselling sessions costs. 

(iii) Torfaen Museum Trust – they were given £6,000 

last year and advised that they would receive a  
further £6,000 if they could evidence that they 

had secured additional funding from Welsh 
Government or third party organisations.   
 

RECOMMENDED*: that: 
 

(i) Cold Barn Farm – deferred( to be discussed at 
Full Council on 22 July 2026);  

(ii) Torfaen Talks CIC – deferred (to be discussed at 
Full Council on 22 July 2026); 

(iii) Torfaen Museum Trust – £6,000 to be awarded 
now, with a further £6,000 to be considered if 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC/AA 

 

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS 

 

 

 

CC 



 

 

they can evidence that have been seeking further 
funding outside of TCBC support. 

 

92. Biodiversity and Sustainability 

 
How has this meeting contributed to the Council's duty to 

maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the 

resilience of ecosystems? 

  

RESOLVED:  that it was a hybrid meeting with 50% members 

attending remotely, electronic paperwork and car sharing. 

 

 

 Recording of Meeting 
 

The recording of the Council meeting was stopped at this 
point. 
 

 

 
*This is a recommendation to the Council. The Council will make the final 

decision at a future meeting. 
 
 

 Signed by the Chair……………………………………………. 
 


