
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE EVENTS 
COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
In attendance: 
 

Councillor:  Rose Matthews# (in the Chair) 
  
Councillors in attendance: Matt Ford#, Gaynor James#, Caroline Price*, 

Nick Jones*, Nick Simons*. 
 

Officers: Lisa McMail*, Rebecca Cronin# and Miriam Watts#. 
 
Also in attendance:  

 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

 

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

 
 

Action 

 
 

177 Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies received from Councillors E Hunt, A Gunter, S 
Malson. 
 

 
 

    

 
178 

 
 

Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillors Rose Matthews, Caroline Price, Gaynor James 
and Nick Simons declared personal and non-prejudicial 
interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 

Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, 
as well as members of Pontypool Community Council.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

JW 

 
 

 
 

179 Party in the Park 2023 

 
Councillors received a report on the 2023 Pontypool Party 

in the Park event held on 9 July 2023 at Pontypool Park. 
The Projects and Events Manager asked if there were any 
questions on the report, no questions or comments from 

Councillors. 
 

Recommended 
i. That the report be noted. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



180 Garden Competition 

 
The Committee received a report on the 2023 Garden 
Competition. 

 
The Projects and Events Manager shared the report stating 
that there were 13 entries, down from 15 last year. The 

Judges were impressed by the high standard although 
numbers were low.  

 
Members were asked whether they thought it was a 
worthwhile competition to run given the number of 

entrants; the Committee agreed to continue with the 
competition in 2024. 

 
Recommended 

i. That the report be noted. 

ii. That the Council continue with the competition in 
2024/25. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

RC 

181 Community Celebration Evening 2023 (formerly Grants 
Presentation Evening) 

 
The Committee received a report on the proposed 

Community Celebration Evening. The Projects and Events 
Manager gave an update to the report, based on the clubs 
and organisations that would be invited, due to time 

frames:- 
 

➢ Junior sponsorship awardees: these will need to be 

approved at Full Council before the number of clubs 
to be invited can be confirmed. 

➢ Poetry competition:  so far 10 adult entries and 5 
Junior entries, with the competition deadline on 
Friday this week.  

➢ Environmental grants have not been sent for this 
year as yet, but it was suggested to invite last year 
grant awardees i.e. 5 schools, for grants awarded in 

March 23. The Clerk suggested that these schools 
give a short presentation on how they used the 

grants received. Unanimously agreed. 
➢ Grounds maintenance – responses from 19 clubs 
➢ Grant Aid awardees will not be invited to attend as 

these are yet to be sent out. 
➢ Testimonials: the Council had received 4 

nominations to date.   
➢ Addition to the evening: Core funding grant 

awardees, i.e St, Davids, Torfaen Museum, TOGs, 

Citizens Advice etc. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

The venues in the report were discussed; the Leader 
suggested the Comrades Club could also be a good venue. 
The Chair of Council suggested that as this was the first 

presentation evening since covid that a different venue be 
selected, he suggested Pontypool Golf Club if numbers are 
acceptable.  

 
Cllr NJ commented that a lot of invitees are to children’s 

clubs, and therefore the scheduled time of 6pm to 10pm 
may be too late a finish. The Chair of Council stated that 
he thought any earlier would impact people finishing work 

at 5pm. 
 

The Projects and Events Manager stated that she was 
hoping that the junior sports sponsorship and junior 
poetry winners would be allocated time early in the evening 

with a short break for the buffet so younger participants 
can leave earlier, should they choose to do so. 
Agreed to keep the times as they are. 

 
The Committee agreed that plenary powers be awarded to 

the Clerk and Chair of Events to proceed with booking of 
the venue, once numbers are agreed. 
 

Recommended 
i. that the date of the event be confirmed as 

Thursday 26th October 2023. 
ii. The suggested attendees and evening schedule 

was approved, as outlined above.  

iii. First choice for venue agreed as Pontypool Golf 
Club, if numbers rise above 100, Pontypool Active 
Living Centre to be used.  

iv. That the venue for the event be confirmed subject 
to numbers  

v. that plenary powers be awarded to the Clerk and 
Chair of Events to book the venue. 
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182 Christmas Cavalcade 
 

Councillors received minutes of the Christmas Cavalcade 
working party held on 5th September 2023. 
The minutes were received with no comments. 

 
The Committee received a brief report on a proposed new 

addition to the Cavalcade – a land train which could 
accommodate 35 people at any one time to provide rides 
throughout the town on the day of the Christmas 

Cavalcade. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

The Projects and Events Manager stated that Events Officer 
MW had contacted a company that could work in the town 
and on the highway at a cost of £3395. This would be an 

addition to the current £15,000 budget. 
 
The additional events reserve and budget would be utilised.  

 
The Chair of Council stated that he felt PCC should expand 

events and liked the idea that children and parents can 
take part. It is costly but previously the Council have had 
fireworks which were far more costly. 

 
All Councillors agreed that the land train would make a 

great addition to the event and plenary Powers be awarded 
to the Chair of Events and Clerk to proceed with booking of 
the land train for the event. 

 
Recommended 

i. That the working party minutes be noted. 

ii. That the Land Train be booked for the event; with 
plenary powers being awarded to the Clerk and 

Chair of Events to progress this.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RC/AA
/MW 

183 Christmas Market – Day Trip 
 
Councillors received a report on a new proposed Event for 

Christmas 2023 for the older community of Pontypool. 
 
The Projects and Events Manager report stated that the 

new event would be more geared to the older community as 
other events organised by the Council are more 

family/children. 
 
Use budget we have in additional events, but charge 

approx. £12-£15 towards cost, therefore it would be an 
almost neutral cost to PCC. 
Cllr NJ asked whether there would be any implication for 

staffing and/or advertising. 
The Projects & Events Manager suggested that the Council  

market it as PCC, via Facebook, newspaper, posters and 
not manned by staff on the day. 
All agreed that the bus trip sounded a good idea and the 

additional events budget would be used to offset any cost 
in association with the trip.  The Committee awarded 

plenary powers to the Chair of Events and Clerk to proceed 
with booking of the bus for the event. Suggested to go with 
the larger bus as more cost effective, but will depend on 

availability. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Recommended 
i. That the report be noted. 
ii. Advertise bus trip as all Councillors in agreement, 

suggested to state for over 60’s on posters and 
target specific groups/clubs. 

iii. That the 53-seater bus be booked for the event 

with plenary powers being awarded to the Clerk 
and Chair of Events to progress this.  

  

RC/AA

/MW 
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184 Committee Budget 

 
Councillors received a copy of the Events budget (and 
reserves) and the spend to date. 

 
Projects & Events Manager stated that all appeared on 
track at this stage, with all budget lines looking to be spent 

by April 2024. 
No comments received from Councillors. 

 
Recommended 

i. The information be noted 

 

 

185 Exclusion of Press and Public 

 
By virtue of The Public bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from 

discussions on the following items on the basis that 
disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 
 

 

 
 
Signed by Chair ………………………………….. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


