MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE EVENTS

COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD REMOTELY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS ON
WEDNESDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2021 AT 6.30PM

In attendance:

Councillor: Elaine Chilcott JP (in the Chair)

and Councillors in attendance: Ben Rapier, Gaynor James, Norma Parrish,
Rosemary Matthews, Elizabeth Hunt,

Also in attendance: Councillor Jonathon Martin

Officers: Cindy Challenger (Events Manager), Annette Ambrosen and Rebecca
Cronin (Events Officers)

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

259.

260.

261.

Apologies

Apologies received from Councillors Giles Davies and Janet
Jones.

RECOMMENDED: that the apologies be accepted
and recorded.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors Gaynor James and Norma Parrish declared
personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they
were members of TCBC, as well as members of Pontypool
Community Council.

Christmas Cavalcade

The Committee received:

(i) working group minutes of meeting held on the 5 October
2021

(ii) Report on the Christmas Cavalcade 2021.

Councillor Ben Rapier noted that perhaps the
Chairman of the Council could be asked if a celebrity
or character who is taking part in the day could
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switch on the lights to raise more interest around the
stage.

However, it was confirmed that the Chairman of the
Council had agreed to perform a speech on stage and
members of the committee agreed that this was
tradition for the light switch on and should not be
changed this year.

It was noted that unfortunately this year the
Salvation Army would not be in attendance this year.

Councillor Jonathon Martin joined the meeting at this
point and the Chair welcomed him to his first meeting.

It was confirmed that the live reindeer had been
cancelled for the event and all Social Media and poster
advertisements had been replaced. The Chair noted
that in this weeks Free Press it still stated that the
reindeer would appear.

The Events Manager confirmed that 2 new characters
had been agreed for the day, Belle and Cinderella
using the funds from the reindeer.

Councillor BR proposed that a donation be made to a
reindeer charity or the reindeer facility that we were
due to hire from. A discussion took place and the
Chair stated that this would need to be an agenda
item in the future so that it could be discussed and a
vote take place. However, Councillor NP asked if the
organisation was a charity or profit making, the
Events Manager confirmed that it was a profit making
organisation and it was decided that no money could
be donated.

The minute taker raised on behalf of Councillor Nick
Jones (not in attendance) a query regarding a
response to the Animal Aid email received that had
triggered the cancellation of the reindeer. The Events
Manager confirmed that she had compiled an email
ready for sending.

Crane Street Baptist Church was confirmed as the
base for all characters and stewards on the day, with
the exception of Father Christmas and Mother
Christmas (Councillor Gaynor James).




262.

It was noted that the Office would be open from 9am
on the day of the Cavalcade should any members wish
to attend.

The Best Dressed Festive Window competition is now
open to all small businesses of Pontypool and the
Events Officer confirmed that there had been 7
entries to date. The competition would be judged on
Christmas Cavalcade day by the Chairman of the
Council Giles Davies, Councillor Rose Matthews and
a Member of Staff. Times for judging were to be
determined. The prize money was confirmed as £300,
£200 and £100.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) the Free Press be contacted to informed
that there would be no live reindeer.

(ii) Information be noted regarding opening

times of the office.
(ii) Prize money for Best Dressed Festive
Window be noted.

Eisteddfod

The Committee received a report on the Eisteddfod 2022. It
was agreed that it would be lovely to hold the event in 2022
after missing a year, but caution was still needed in relation
to Covid cases and Government guidelines. The Events
Officer confirmed that most schools were keen on holding the
event and that no deposit is required when booking the
Pontypool Active Living Centre.

It was proposed that the 2022 Eistedfodd be agreed in
principle and a final decision be made in the January Events
meeting. It was confirmed that there would still be sufficient
time to organize the event after this date.

RECOMMENDED: The PALC hall be provisionally
booked for March 2022.
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263.

264.

Festive Light Competition

The Events Manager gave a verbal update on the competition,
confirming that the prizes were £100, £60 and £40. The
competition would not be advertised until after the Christmas
Cavalcade day, but it was confirmed that it is all ready to
proceed.

RECOMMENDED: Prize money for Festive Light
Competition and date for advertisement be noted

Christmas Trees & Lights
The Events Manager gave a verbal update.

RECOMMENDED: that the Committee note that
the Christmas Lights & Trees have been erected
and will be switched on the 27 November 2021.

Chair of Events

Signed DY .o (Chair)




























