MINUTES OF EVENTS COMMITTEE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,

PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICES
WEDNESDAY 17t MARCH 2021

In attendance:

Councillor: Mrs E. Chilcott JP (in the Chair)

Councillors in attendance: Mrs G. E. James, N. Jones, R. Overton, Mrs N. P
Parrish, B. Rapier

Officers: Mrs R. Tucker, Mrs C. Challenger, Mrs A. Ambrosen, Mrs R. Cronin

Ms J. Wright
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Apologies

Apologies received and accepted from Councillors N. Byrne,
M. Ford, Mrs J. E. Jones, Mrs R. Matthews, N. Simons.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors Mrs G. E. James, N. Jones, R. Overton and Mrs
N. P. Parrish declared an interest it any item on the agenda
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of
interest be recorded.

Art/Photography/Poetry Competitions
The Committee received an up-to-date report produced by
Mrs A.A. Events Officer on the above competitions as follows:

Art Competition

The Art Competition will be advertised on social media and
the Council’s website on Friday 19t March and the closing
date will be the 19t April. All schools in the Pontypool area
will be sent a poster to advertise the competition. In addition
all Councillors with a noticeboard will also be sent a poster(s)
to advertise in their ward(s).

The theme of the Art competition is “A day I am looking
forward to” [not “too”]. There will be two categories, that of
Adult and Junior and the prizes will be as follows:

Amazon Vouchers — 1st - £60,
2nd - £40
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3rd - £30

All Entries can be emailed or posted to the office. Ms P.
Clifford who judged the Eisteddfod Art competition will be
approached to see if you she would be willing to judge the
competition.

Poetry/ Photography Competition

The Theme for both competitions is New Beginnings and the
closing date is 19th March. The competitions have been
advertised on the Council’s website and social media
platforms. The Judges are as follows:

Poetry — Mrs G. Carnell
Photography - Mr & Mrs Payek

To date the Council has received the following number of
entries: 14 photography entries and 9 poetry entries. The
prizes for both competitions are as follows:

Amazon Vouchers — 1st - £60,
2nd - £40
3rd - £30

The winner of the photography competition will also get a
photo canvas of their entry.

The Chair of Events made reference to the fact that although
the report stated that the competitions had been advertised
on the Council’s website and social media platform she had
asked numerous times in the past for all Council events and
competitions to be advertised in the Free Press as not all
members of the public have access to computers or social
media and it is extremely important that the Council are seen
to be inclusive. Mrs AA, Events Officer informed the meeting
that she had sent an e-mail to Mr T. Moody at the Free Press
on the 20t February 2021 asking him to advertise the Poetry
and Photograpy competitions. The Chair stated that as this
information had not been included in the report she was
unaware that this had happened. It was agreed that Mrs AA
would contact the Free Press to ascertain why the
competition(s) had not been advertised. A member raised the
subject of cost in relation to advertising the competition(s). It
was clarified that Press Releases are free of charge.

The Chair of Events thought it would be a nice idea in future
for photos of any event/competitions that the Community
Council put on be publicized in order to promote the Council.
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RECOMMENDED: (i) that the information as
outlined at the meeting and in the report be
noted.

(ii) that Mrs AA, Events
Officer would contact Mr T. Moody at the Free
Press to ask why the competition(s) in relation
to the Photography and Poetry Competition had
not been advertised.

(iii) that in future any
photos of events/competitions be displayed in
the Free Press.

Party in the Park

The Committee was asked to consider whether the Party in
the Park event scheduled for the 10t July 2021 should take
place or whether the Council should change the date to later
in the year, cancel it, or set the date for next year as the 9th
July 2022. The Chair opened the discussion up to the floor.
Councillor N. Jones informed the meeting that unfortunately
it has been predicted through news feeds that Europe is very
likely to suffer a third wave of Covid 19 through the
Summer/Autumn so the probability of it going ahead is
extremely unlikely. He asked the Finance & Events Manager
what the timeline would be in relation to the organisation of
the event if it went ahead. She explained at least 3 months.
It was therefore unanimously agreed that Party in the Park
be cancelled this year and the date be set for the 10t July
2022.

RECOMMENDED: that Party in the Park be
cancelled this year and the date for the event taking
place next year be set as 9th July 2022

Well Being Activity Day

The Finance & Events Manager informed the Committee that
she had held a Teams meeting with Mr J. Davenne, Torfaen
Play Service Officer regarding the Council holding a Well
Being Activity Day suggested by the Deputy Leader for
primary school children in Pontypool Park week commencing
the 6th September 2021. Mrs CC informed the meeting that if
all 9 schools participated in the Pontypool area then the event
would take place over 4.5 days. A member queried who the
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event would be funded by to which Mrs CC informed the
meeting that the Community Council would fund the event
now that Party in the Park was not taking place this year. It
was agreed that all the schools be contacted in the first
instance to see if they would be interested in attending this
Well Being Activity Day. A member also made reference to
the fact that the schools could also be asked if they would
like to attend the event with other schools obviously abiding
by Covid 19 and Social distancing rules due to the tough year
they have faced or would they prefer a single event.

It was agreed that as the next Events meeting was not until
June that an Events meeting be called in April in order that
the Finance & Events Manager could bring back a more
detailed report in relation to the response from Headteachers
costings of the event including the hire of Pontypool Park, risk
assessments that would be needed and support that Torfaen
Play Service would be giving. Councillor Overton said that if
additional support was needed that the Scouts could always
be approached.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) that Pontypool Community
Council puts on the Well Being Activity Day subject
to the Headteachers of the schools agreeing to
participate.

(ii)) that the Finance & Events
Officer brings a more detailed report to the Events
meeting in April as outlined above.

Garden Competition

The Committee was asked to consider re-establishing a
garden competition. The Finance & Events Manager
informed the meeting that the Community Council used to
hold a Garden competition which proved very successful but
it ended around 1995/1996. The Chair of Policy & Finance
informed the meeting that unfortunately the same people
were winning year after year which led to some controversy
thus resulting in the end of the competition.

Members felt that the reintroduction of this competition 25
years on would be extremely beneficial to people’s well being
and mental health especially after the last year which had
been extremely difficult for all. Councillor Rapier said that
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that this time you could offer a really broad spectrum and
introduce categories with a fun element e.g. slug garden.
Mrs RC, Events Officer stated that you could have the most
unusual garden or feature as well as other unusual
categories. Mrs AA also stated that the Schools could be
asked to participate and have a category for schools which
could be instead of the Schools in Bloom competition that
the Council used to organise.

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that as an Events
Meeting was being called in April the Finance & Events
Manager in liaison with the Events Officers and the Chair of
Events bring back a report to the April Events Committee
brainstorming on the different categories that could be
introduced with the advantages and disadvantages of each
one in order for the Council to make an informed decision
as well as making enquiries for appropriate Judges and
costings.

RECOMMENDED: that a report be brought back
to the April Events Committee as outlined above
in relation to the Council reintroducing a Garden
Competition.

Chair
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