MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE EVENTS
COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE 2025

In attendance:
Councillor Rose Matthews# (in the Chair)
Councillors in attendance: Allan Peploe# Stephen Senior* Jon Horlor*
Officers: Miriam Watts# (Projects & Events Manager)
Sarah Fussell# Events Officer (Minute Taker)
*  Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min. | Subject and Decision Action
no.

58. | Recording of Meeting

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be recorded
for minute taking purposes.

59. |[Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Councillor(s) Caroline Price, Nick
Byrne, Gaynor James and Jon James.

60. Declarations of Interest

Councillor(s) Rose Matthews and Jon Horlor declared
personal and non-prejudicial interests in any agenda items
relating to Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) as they
were members of TCBC, as well as being members of
Pontypool Community Council.

RECOMMENDED: that the declarations of interest be KS
recorded.

61. |VE Day Debrief

Members received a report about the various celebrations.
The Events Officer highlighted key parts of the report as
follows:




The VE Day Celebrations took place on Thursday 8t May
2025, and we partnered with Torfaen Museum where we
hosted a coffee morning followed by a performance from
Emilie Parry-Williams Soprano, finishing with a talk from
the Pontypool History Society.

Cllr Rose Matthews assisted meeting and greeting attendees
and the Events Officer organised the logistics on the day.

An enjoyable day was had by all those that attended, which
included a dementia group and nursery children that sang
together.

We were also visited by Laura Jones from Senedd Wales,
who chose us as one of the events taking place on VE Day
to make an appearance.

£200 was raised for The Royal British Legion from
donations throughout the day.

The Project & Events Manager expressed their thanks to the
Events Officers for their work in organising and running the

celebration.

RECOMMENDED: That the report be noted.

SEF/M

62.

Summer Bus Trip - Weston-Super-Mare

The Events Officer highlighted key parts of the report as
follows:

Our summer bus trip to Weston-Super-Mare is taking place
on Wednesday 25t June 2025.

The tickets are priced at £12 each and there are currently
22 attendees.

The trip is advertised on social media, council noticeboards
and throughout the town.

Early next week we will be linking our new chairs charities
for the forth coming year, Hope GB and Torfaen Pride to our
socials/advertising of the bus trip as we will be having a
raffle on the day with all donations going to the charities.

Lat year’s trip to Weston-Super-Mare was a great success
and we anticipate this trip to be the same.

Cllr RM advised that she could provide a raffle prize.




RECOMMENDED:
i. That the report be noted.
ii. That members share the trip details with their own
networks.

SEF/MW
SEF/MW

63.

Party in the Park

The Committee received a written report on the latest plans
for Party in The Park with updates from the working party
and the anticipated spend.

The Projects & Events Manager highlighted the following key
parts of the report:

Party in The Park will take place on Saturday 12th July.
Everything is going ahead as planned and we are all on
track, just two things to be discussed today, budget and
volunteers.

As minuted previously, we will need to use funds from the
Event Reserve.

There is an allocated budget of £24,000. Expected
expenditure is approx £27,000 (the same as in previous
years). It is requested that up to a max of £3,000 be vired
from the Events Reserve to Party in the Park.

All members present agreed on this recommendation.

Clir SS queried as to how we contract TGSB Events to take
charge of all the stalls that attend on the day.

The Projects & Events Manager explained how they do not
charge PCC and that we receive a proportion of the stall fees
that TGSB Events charge.

Cllr RM has asked if all Cllrs could volunteer and man the
PCC stall for the day so that PCC staff can concentrate on
the running of the day. An email will be sent to all Cllrs
asking for their help on the day.

*RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted

ii. That up to £3,000 be vired from the Events Reserve to
Party in the Park as required.

iii. Cllrs will be emailed and asked if they can help by
manning the PCC stall.

SEF/MW
MW /CC

SEF/MW




64.

Community Grants Presentation Evening

The Committee received a written report for a Community
Grants Presentation Evening.

The Projects & Events Manager gave further details and
highlighted key points in the report as follows:

Lat year was split, where we had a small event for grants in
the October and any remaining grants and testimonials to
be given at the Annual Dinner in March. A further “Eco
Grants” presentation took place in April.

It is suggested that we split it again this year.

The report suggests a cost of up to £1,000 will be taken
from the additional events budget, however we now
anticipate a cost of around £500 will be sufficient.
Following discussion regarding a venue, those present
agreed that The Comrades in Pontypool town centre would

be the preferred option.

A preferred date was set as Thursday 9t October.

*RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted.

ii. That the event take place on Thursday 9th October.

iii. = That The Comrades is explored as first choice venue

iv. That the event progresses with an anticipated budget
of £500

SEF/MW
SEF/MW
SEF/MW

65.

Christmas Cavalcade

The Committee received a written report with an update on
plans for the Christmas Cavalcade including quotes for
booking a land train.

Events and Project Manager spoke about a suggestion that
we have a quiet hour for Santa’s Grotto with a bookable
session for those that would like a quieter time/visit.

The Committee was asked if they are agreeable to a Land
Train again this year. Quotes have been obtained but are
limited as we need a road legal train. Sponsorship can be
put on the sides of the train to help towards the cost.




Cllr SS asked if the cost of the land train is included within
the of the £18,000 budget.

This was confirmed.

All members present agreed that we go ahead with the hire
of the land train again this year.

The chosen supplier is Land Train Hire Nationwide, at a cost
of £3,495+VAT (this was the cheapest and the company

were well received last year)

*RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted.

ii. Quiet hour for Santa’s Grotto is explored.

iii. That the Land train be booked with Land Train Hire
Nationwide at a cost of £3495 + VAT.

SEF/MW
MW /CC

06.

Winter Bus Trip

The Committee received a written report with a proposal for
running the Christmas Bus Trip to Bath again in December
2025.

The Events Officer highlighted key points as follows:

Jenson’s and Phil Anslow bus companies have been
contacted and quotes obtained. Approx. £600 with Jenson’s
and £650 with Phil Anslow. Both companies are happy to do
pick-ups/drop offs at two locations Abersychan and
Pontypool.

The proposed date is Tuesday 2rd December.

Following discussion, members present agreed with the
ticket price at £13 allowing the local community to take part
in a low-cost trip.

Any income that is over the cost of the bus will be given to
the Chair’s charities along with the raffle monies raised on

the day.

RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted.

ii. The proposed date of Tuesday 274 December has been
agreed.

iii. That Jenson’s bus company be booked for the trip

SEF

SEF/CC




iv. The cost of the tickets to remain at £13 each.

67. |Biodiversity and Sustainability

A brief discussion was had about sustainability of Events,
both the challenges and the small actions the events team
can make such during the procurement process.

Projects & Events Manager recommended going forward that
just one spare copy of the agenda is printed for those
attending the meeting in the chamber.

It is proposed that if a Councillor knows they need a hard
copy on the day then to email before the meeting and it will
be available on the evening.

This will save wasted copies and paper.

RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted.
ii. That only one copy of the Events paper be available at | CP
meetings going forward.

68. |[Committee Budget

Members received a copy of the budget within its remit
including reserves.

No observations were made.

*RECOMMENDED:

i. That the report be noted.

*This is a recommendation to the Council. The Council will make the final
decision at a future meeting.

Signed By Chair ....o.oviiiii e



