
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE EVENTS 
COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2026  
  
  

In attendance: 
  
Councillor   Rose Matthews# (in the Chair)          
   
And Councillors:   Jon Horlor* Jon James# Caroline Price* Stephen Senior* 

Gaynor James* 

 
   
Officers:  Miriam Watts#, Project and Events Manager, 

                   Sarah Fussell# Events Officer, (Minute Taker)  

 

*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 
#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
  
The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

Min. 

no. 

Subject and Decision Action 

407. Recording of Meeting 

 

Members agreed that the Council meeting could be recorded 

for minute taking purposes. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

408. Apologies for absence 

  

Apologies received from Councillor(s) Nick Byrne and Nick 

Simons 

  

  

409. Declarations of Interest 

  

Councillor(s) Rose Matthews, Jon James, Gaynor James and 

Caroline Price declared personal and non-prejudicial 

interests in any agenda items relating to Torfaen County 

Borough Council (TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as 

well as being members of Pontypool Community Council. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  that the declarations of interest be  

noted. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

KS 

 

410. Christmas Cavalcade  

 

 



The committee received a report on the 2025 Cavalcade 

Event which took place on Saturday 29th November 2025 

and the proposed recommendations for the 2026 event. 

 

The event was a great success. 

 

Following feedback, it is proposed for the 2026 Cavalcade 

that: 

• A Laser Light Show is explored which will accompany 

the official light switch on. The preferred supplier only 

has one Saturday available which is Saturday 5th 

December, and it is therefore proposed that we move 

the event forward one week to accommodate this new 

activity. The quote for the Laser Light Show is £1995 

with a deposit of £150. 

• That the market provision is provided by an external 

supplier; GW Crafters have already booked the 5th 

December with Pontypool Market to provide 

Christmas stalls and are happy to collaborate. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  

(i) that the information contained within the report is 

noted. 

(ii) the Cavalcade date to be changed to Saturday 5th 

December and the Laser Light Show to be booked at a 

price of £1995 with a deposit of £150. 

(iii) we collaborate with GW Crafters on the day who will 

provide the stalls. 

  

 

411. Winter Bus Trip 

 

The committee received a report on the 2025 Bus Trip to 

Bath which took place on Tuesday 2nd December. 

The bus trip went smoothly however the bus was only half 

full despite the extensive advertising. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  

 

(i) That the information contained within the report is 

noted. 

(ii) As per the last budget meeting, the decision was 

made that we won’t continue to organise any more 

bus trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW/SEF 



 

412. Eisteddfod 

 

The committee received a report on the organisation of the 

2026 Eisteddfod. 

 

All of our councillors will be invited to take part and will 

have the opportunity to give out awards at the Eisteddfod. 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED*: 

 

(i) that the information contained within the report is 

noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW/SEF 

413. Annual Dinner & Testimonials 

 

The committee received a report on the organisation of the 

2026 Annual Dinner & Testimonials. 

 

The Comrade's Club has been booked for Friday 20th March, 

where a buffet will be provided at £4 per head. 

 

Four testimonials have been received so far with the closing 

date this Friday 16th January. 

 

All PCC staff, councillors, youth team, testimonials, grant 

recipients, Chairs charities, and partnership organisations 

will be invited. 

 

We require a compere second to our Chair AP plus a 

member to give out certificates on the evening. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:   

 

(i) that the report be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

414. Party in the Park 2026 

 

The committee received a report on the organisation of the 

2026 Party in The Park Event. 

 

Green Rooms will be providing the stage infrastructure again 

this year, a preferred supplier, at a cost of £3080. 

 



A Financial Regulations Exemption application to the council 

to use Green Rooms has been made. 

 

The “big ticket” activities detailed in 3.1-3.4 of the report were 

discussed. It has been suggested that of the two items, “The 

Swings” interactive piece is booked at a cost of £5666. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:   

 

(i) that the information contained within the report is 

noted. 

(ii) that the Financial Exemption stated in 2.3 relating to 

the stage supplier has been approved. 

(iii) The committee made the decision to go ahead and 

book the “big ticket” item “The Swings!” at a cost of 

£5666. 

 

415. Additional Ideas 

 

The committee received a verbal update on Additional Ideas 

and Plans, discussing new ideas for possible future events. 

 

Dates of the upcoming bi-monthly markets in Pontypool 

Town Centre were noted. 

 

Ideas included looking at smaller events at the canal and 

utilising Pontymoile basin including tea parties, and duck 

races. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  

 

(i) that the verbal update is noted. 

(ii) that any ideas and plans for future events from 

Councillors to be shared with the Events Team. 

 

 

416. Biodiversity and Sustainability 

 

How has this meeting contributed to the Council’s duty to 

maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the 

resilience of ecosystems? 

 

RECOMMENDED*:   

 

(i) that only one copy of the Events paper be available at 

the meeting. 

(ii) The meeting was a multi-location meeting and that 

the agenda had been sent electronically.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

417. Committee Budget 

 

Members received a copy of the budget within its remit 

including reserves. 

No observations were made. 

 

RECOMMENDED*:  

(i) that the information be noted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Recording of Meeting 
 

The recording of the Council meeting was stopped at this 
point. 
 

 

418. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from 
discussions on the following items on the basis that 
disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted.  
 

 

 
*This is a recommendation to the Council. The Council will make the final 

decision at a future meeting. 
  
Signed by Chair ………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 


