
MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE EVENTS 
COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 17th JANUARY 2024 

 
 

In attendance: 

 
Councillor Caroline Price# (in the Chair) 
  

Councillors in attendance: Gaynor James#, Lisa Jones#, Anne Gunter* and 
Jon Horlor*  

 
Officers: Mrs Miriam Watts#, Mrs Annette Ambrosen#, Mrs Lisa McMail* and 
Mrs Rebecca Cronin* 

 
*   Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams 

#  Attending physically in the Council Chamber 
 

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members. 
 

 

Min 

No 

Subject and Decision 

 
 

Action 

 
 

375. Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies from Councillors Rose Matthews, Sue Malson, 
Nick Jones, Nick Simons, Bob Rogers and Jools Rogers.  
 

 
 

       

376. 
 

 

Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillors Gaynor James, Jon Horlor and Caroline Price 
declared personal and non-prejudicial interests in any 
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough Council 

(TCBC) as they were members of TCBC, as well as members 
of Pontypool Community Council.  

Councillor Anne Gunter declared personal and non-
prejudicial interests in agenda item 5: Schools Eisteddfod 
2024. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

377. Christmas Cavalcade 2023 

 
The Council received a debrief report on the 2023 
Christmas Cavalcade.  

Councillor James commented that the event had been 
amazing and successful. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the recommended actions in the 

 



report be noted for the 2024 event.  

378. Bus Trips 

 
The Committee received a debrief report on the 2023 Bath 

Christmas market day trip. The trip was very successful 
and a feedback form supplied by PCC on the bus showed 
that the attendees enjoyed the trip and recommended that 

PCC do another for Christmas 2024. 
Mrs MW, Projects and Events Manager stated that the item 
would be brought back to the September Events committee 

for discussion.  
A second report was presented by the Projects and Events 

Manager, with details of a proposed summer bus trip (this 
had been one of the recommendations from members of the 
public on the Bath bus trip). All members agreed that it 

was an excellent idea. The committee voted unanimously 
to run a summer bus trip to Weston Super-mare, with Phil 

Anslow to provide the coach and tickets to be charged at 
£12 per person. At this cost should the bus be filled then 
the trip would be cost neutral, if the trip did not fill 

completely any costs would be taken from the additional 
events budget line.  
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that a 2024 Christmas Bath trip be 
brought back to the September Events Committee for 

discussion. 
(ii) that a summer bus trip to Weston Super-Mare, with the 
coach hired from Phil Anslow be arranged, the cost to 

members of the public would be £12 per person. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

379. Schools Eisteddfod 2024 
 
Councillor Anne Gunter asked whether loss of earnings for 

herself to compere the events had been discussed and 
approved. The Clerk stated that it had been approved at the 

Establishment meeting and would go through to Full 
Council at the end of January. 
Councillor Gunter also stated that she had contact with 

Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw and that they had offered 6th form 
students to assist PCC with marshalling the event. All 

agreed that this was a lovely gesture and the first time that 
this school would be attending the event. 
The Projects and Events Manager confirmed that all was on 

track for the event and an info packs containing all the set 
pieces had gone out to the schools. On the day, there will 
be either a winner’s cup or small individual trophy 

presented to the winner of each category. All members will 
be invited to the events and if members would like to be 

 



involved in presenting one of these categories please let the 

Events team know. 
 
RECOMMENDED: (i) that all Councillors be invited to the 

events and to let the events team know if they wished to 
present any of the cups. 

380. Photography Competition 2023/24 

 
The Projects and Events Manager confirmed that she had 
contacted Torfaen Museum to work in partnership with the 

photography competition for 2024. The presentation of the 
winners of the competition would take place at Torfaen 

Museum on Saturday 13th April, with the winning 
photographs being displayed at the museum. The 
competition would be advertised from 18th Jan until 22nd 

March, giving sufficient time to receive entries. The topic 
for this year was confirmed as “Generations”. 
Cllr Jon Horlor asked who the judge would be this year and 

it was confirmed that Mrs Julie Morgan (2023 judge) had 
been approached. 

The budget for the event is £250, and this would be used 
to provide a print of the top 3 photographs to the winners 
as well as a voucher for £50, £25 and £10 respectively. Any 

additional costs for running the presentation and 
displaying of photographs at the museum, would be 

covered by the museum. 
All members agreed. 
 

RECOMMENDED: (i) that the 2024 photography 
competition be advertised from 18th January with a topic of 
“Generations”. 

(ii) that all members note the photography presentation 
date of Saturday 13th April to be held at Torfaen Museum. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

381. Annual Dinner 2024 

 
The Projects and Events Manager had previously discussed 
with the Chairman of the Council and it had been decided 

that a more relaxed celebration of “Chairman’s Thank 
You’s” be arranged this year, with a buffet and live music. 
The proposed dates were Thursday 21st March or Friday 

22nd March – all members agreed that the Friday would be 
best. 

Venues were discussed, with smaller community hall type 
venues being considered, however in previous years 
Pontypool Golf Club had been used for this event and it was 

always well received, with the room being a perfect size. Cllr 

 

 
 
 

 
 



Anne Gunter commented that the venue had a new catering 

team and there was a fresh new menu.  
All members agreed that Pontypool Golf Club be booked for 
the event. 

 
RECOMMENDED: (i) that the format of buffet, live music 
“Chairmans Thank You’s” be adopted for 2024 

(ii) Pontypool Golf Club to be booked for Friday 22nd March. 
 

382. Party in the Park 2024 
 

The Projects and Events Manager confirmed that the date 
for the event had been set as Saturday 13th July 2024. 
Pontypool Park had been booked and sourcing of 

infrastructure and entertainment was on going. A deposit 
for Dinomania had been paid as this would form the main 
act for the event, with stage performances, a museum and 

roaming act. 
 

RECOMMENDED: that the report and date be noted. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

383. D Day 80 Celebrations 
 
The Projects and Events Manager confirmed that the D Day 

celebrations were being held country wide on Thursday 6th 
June. 
Pontypool Indoor Market Manager Mr Shane Kennedy s 

leading on a family fun day on Saturday 29th June, with 
both Mr Alan Vernon Jones and Cllr Gaynor James being 

involved in their Armed forces capacity. 
Cllr Jon Horlor commented that he usually did an Armed 
forces display in the PCC window, he would be sure to 

incorporate D-day in the display this year – which could 
run for the whole of June. 

The Projects and Events Manager mentioned an idea for 
holding small lamp lighting ceremonies in a prominent area 
of each ward for the public to attend, with ward Councillors 

lighting small portable 1ft lamps on Thursday 6th June at 
9.15pm. 
A short discussion was held where some members noted 

that they would already be involved in larger ceremonies, 
and that some felt the late time of the event would mean 

that not many people would attend. 
The Clerk suggest that Mrs MW ask all Councillors via 
email whether they would like this event to take place in 

their ward, with the members being responsible for the 
lamp lighting in their designated wards. 
 

 



RECOMMENDED: (i) that Cllr Jon Horlor incorporate D-

Day celebrations into the Armed forces window display for 
the PCC window for the whole month of June. 
(ii) that Mrs MW sent an email to all Councillors with details 

of the smaller ward lamp lighting ceremony idea to gauge 
interest. 

384. Discussion on Future Plans and Ideas 
 

The Projects and Events Manager stated that looking at the 
calendar the summer months were already looking busy. It 

was noted that Pontypool Town/Market/Friends of 
Pontypool were also organising a number of events 
throughout the year. 

The committee were asked for ideas. 
Mrs MW stated that she had thought of an outdoor cinema 

either for the park or the town. After a short discussion, it 
was decided by members that the events team make an 
enquiry with Pontypool rugby club in regards to potentially 

holding an outdoor cinema in the rugby grounds later in 
the summer. The rugby ground has infrastructure, 
undercover seats and a gated entry for ease of ticketing. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the events team make an enquiry 

with Pontypool Rugby club in regards to potentially holding 
an outdoor cinema in the rugby grounds later in the 
summer. 

 

 

385. Committee Budget 

 
It was noted that a full breakdown for the Christmas 
cavalcade would be brought to the March Events 

committee. The Annual Dinner and Eisteddfod budgets 
were yet to have any costs as they had not taken place yet 

– but likely to be used by the end of the financial year. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the full breakdown for the 

Christmas cavalcade be brought to the March Events 
committee. 
 

 

 

 
 

Signed by the Chair …………………………………………………… 
 

 
 


