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Clerk to the Council/
Clerci’r Cyngor: 9 September/Medi 2021

MRS.RV.TUCKER, BA.
Dear Sir/Madam, Annwyl Syr/Fadam,

You are hereby requested to attend a Virtual meeting of the EVENTS
COMMITTEE to be held on WEDNESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2021 at 6.30 pm.

The meeting will be held remotely, using Microsoft Teams. Councillors have
been provided with a link to attend the meeting. If any member of the public
wishes to attend the meeting remotely, please contact the Clerk of the Council
(by e-mail or telephone) at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Members of the public have the right to ask questions at Council meetings
and to speak in Welsh or English, provided that at least 3 working days’ notice
in writing of the question has been provided to the Clerk.

The agenda for the meeting is set out below and relevant papers are attached.

Gofynnir drwy hyn i chi fynychu - PWYLLGOR IGWYDDIADAU yn Rhith
Gyfarfod am 6:30 yf, DYDD MERCHER 15 MEDI 2021.

Cynhelir y cyfarfod o bell ar Microsoft Teams. Mae cynghorwyr wedi derbyn
dolen i fynychu'r cyfarfod. Os yw unrhyw aelod o'r cyhoedd yn dymuno
mynychu'r cyfarfod o bell, cysylltwch a Chlerc y Cyngor (trwy e-bost neu dros
y ffon) o leiaf 24 awr cyn y cyfarfod. :

Mae gan aelodau o’r cyhoedd yr hawl i ofyn cwestiynau yng nghyfarfodydd y
Cyngor, mae gan aelodau o’r cyhoedd hefyd yr hawl i siarad yn y Gymraeg
neu’r Saesneg, cyn belled ag y rhoddir tri diwrnod o rybudd ysgrifenedig o’r
cwestiwn i’r Clerc.

Mae agenda'r cyfarfod wedi’i nodi isod ac mae papurau perthnasol ynghlwm.

Y i lly/ Yr eiddoch yn gywir

ﬁ zERK TO THE COUNCIL/ CLERC I’'R CYNGOR

35A, Commercial Street, Pontypool, Torfaen, NP4 6JQ Tel: (01495) 742805
35A, Stryd Masnach, Pont-y-ptW!l, Tor-faen NP4 6JQ Ffon: (01495) 742805

TWINNED WITH LONGJUMEAU, FRANCE, BRETTEN, GERMANY & CONDEIXA, PORTUGAL
GEFEILLIWYD A LONGJUMEAU, FFRAINC, BRETTEN, YR ALMAEN & CONDEIXA, PORTUGAL




10.

AGENDA

Apologies
To receive apologies.

Declarations of Interest

Members to declare an interest in any items on the Agenda.

Garden Competition
To receive a report on the Garden Competition (attached: page(s) 1 — 3)

Christmas Cavalcade

(i) To receive working group minutes of meeting held on the 7 September
2021 (attached: page(s) 5 — 6)

(ii) To approve that the Christmas Cavalcade 2021 take place on 27
November 2021.

Eisteddfod
To receive a verbal update on the 2022 Eisteddfod. Refer Events
Manager.

Annual Dinner
To consider holding the Annual Dinner in 2022 and to consider a venue
and date. Refer Events Manager

Autumn/Winter Competitions
To receive a report on Autumn/Winter Competitions (attached: page(s)
7 - 8)

Christmas Card and Verse
To receive a report on the winner of the 2020 Christmas Card and Verse
competition. (attached: page(s) 9 - 10)

Council Christmas Window
To discuss decorating the Christmas window incorporating multi faiths.
Refer Events Manager

Christmas Lights & Trees
To receive a report to update members on Christmas Lights and Trees
for 2021 (attached: (page(s) 11)

Councillors: Mrs E. Chilcott (Chair) Mrs R. Matthews (Vice-Chair)

Mrs E. Hunt, N. Jones, R.Overton, Mrs N. P. Parrish, B. Rapier and N. Simons
(as well as on ex-officio basis) Chairman Councillor G. Davies and Leader
Councillor Mrs G. James.



Event Committee

Wednesday 15tk September 2021

Garden Competition

1.0 Garden Competition

This Summer the Council held a Garden Competition for residents of
Pontypool with the following categories being judged:

The categories are:
. Best overall garden in Pontypool
. Best lawn

. Best container garden (e.g pots, baskets, window boxes or containers
in their garden)

. Best flowerbed

. Best vegetable garden

. Best wildlife friendly garden

Junior competitions - open to all children (18 years of age or under.
o Tallest sunflower. Quite simply, the tallest one wins

. Most unusual Garden. Most unusual place for growing flowers or a
garden, e.g in wellies, on a roof, in tyres etc.

The Council advertised the event in Noticeboards, Social Media, Website and
sending posters to Libraries, Schools and Allotments.

Twenty households throughout Pontypool entered, each entering one or
some of the categories.

2.0 Judging

Judging took place on Wednesday 28t July. The judges were Mr Rob
Williams from the Secret Garden Centre and Mrs Annette Williams who
works at Greenmeadow Community Farm.

The two Events Officers accompanied the judges on the day.

Prior to judging the Events Officers planned the best route for the Judges to
take with regard to visiting the gardens. This started at from the top of
Pontypool (Varteg) down the valley to Sebastopol.

The Judging did take much longer than anticipated (10am till 5.30pm) so
the judging process may need to be streamlined if the Council were to agree
to hold the competition next year.



The judges really enjoyed visiting the gardens and were really impressed by

the standard of entries.
3.0 Winners

The winners were as follows:

Best Overall Garden  £300 Secret Garden Voucher -Robert Bell -

Lansdowne, Sebastopol,

Best lawn

1st  £60 Secret Garden Voucher -

Best Container Garden

1st  £80 Secret Garden Voucher -
2nd &£60 Secret Garden Voucher -
3rd £40 Secret Garden Voucher -

Best Flowerbed
1st  £80 Secret Garden Voucher -

2nd &£60 Secret Garden Voucher -

Rachel Bowen Glyn - Freeholdland
Road, Pontnewynydd,

Matthew Wynn - Springfield Road,
Sebastopol,

Carol and David Gibbon - Lansdowne,
Sebastopol,

Anna Jeffries - Mount Pleasant
Pontnewynydd,

Carol and David Gibbon - Lansdowne
Road, Sebastopol,

Valerie Watkins - Lower Oaks Road,
Abersychan,



Best Veg Garden
1st  £80 Secret Garden Voucher The Veg Box The Avenue, Garndiffaith,
ond £60 Secret Garden Voucher - Robert Bell - Lansdowne, Sebastopol,

3rd £40 Secret Garden Voucher - West Monmouth School Traveller
Education

Best Wildlife Friendly Garden

1st  £80 Secret Garden Voucher - Lee Branning & Ray McGrale - Manor
Road, Abersychan,

2nd &£60 Secret Garden Voucher - Gareth Jones - Penygarn,
Junior Tallest Sunflower

1st £30 Amazon voucher - Emily Florence Jones - Lower Oaks Road,
Abersychan,

ond £20 Amazon voucher - Emma Thompson - Varteg Road, Varteg,

3rd £10 Amazon voucher - Chloe Haynes - Wainfelin,

Junior unusual garden

1st £30 Amazon voucher - Riley Davies Salisbury Terrace, Varteg,

2nd £20 Amazon voucher - West Monmouth School Traveller Education

All entrants also received a pack of seeds and a thank you for entering card.
' 4.0 Budget

The total spend was under budget.

Annette Ambrosen

Rebecca Cronin

Events Officers 11/08/21
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Initial Cavalcade Working Group Meeting

Wednesday 7th September 2021

Attendees — Councillor Mrs E Chilcott JP (in the Chair)

Councillor Mrs G. James Leader, Mrs N Parrish Chair of Policy and Finance
Mr M Bendall — Health and Safety Officer

Mrs K Blewitt — Indoor Market Manager

Mrs Cindy Challenger — Events Manager, Mrs R Tucker, Clerk, Mrs R Cronin
— Events Officer and Mrs A Ambrosen — Events Officer

1. Welcome
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2 Discussion on holding the 2021 Cavalcade on Saturday 27
November and the logistics of holding the event safely

MB stated that he thought that the event should be a mainly outdoor event if
possible. KB explained that the market had not held any indoor events since
Covid. KB also explained that the Council would need to supply risk
assessments for the event in advance so that she could contact TCBC to get
approval. MB stated that he would need to complete the risk assessments
and would work in partnership with the market and TCBC whilst following
WAG guidelines. MB stated that the Council may wish to hold the event but
circumstances with Covid may mean that the event won’t be able to go
ahead.

CC stated that the Council were looking to reduce indoor activities and only
have Santa’s grotto in the Market with a one-way queuing system. The
children would not be allowed to enter the grotto but could still interact with
Santa from a distance.

KB stated she liked that idea and said that the lower market entrance could
be used solely as an entrance to the grotto on the day with the flow of
people exiting the grotto via the main market hall.

The Chair stated that face painters may not be used this year. CC explained
that the close contact that face painters need to have with people would be
risky plus the sharing of the paint on multiple people would not be suitable.

The Chair of Finance stated that the Council could put plans in place but
cautiously and see what happens with the pandemic over the coming
months. The Chair agreed to go cautiously forward.



3. Health and Safety requirements (Covid)

MB stated that all activities would need to comply with Covid rules and Health
and Safety regulations and this year it would require a lot more from him to
make sure this happens. He advised that the event should be held whilst
trying to reduce people meeting in close contact as much as possible.

4. Budget spent so far - £120

CC explained that some deposits have been paid on hiring reindeer and a
photobooth. Bookings have been provisionally made on the stage, Mad Mel’s
disco, Mr Big and Johnno the Magician. If the Council approve holding the
event, then more entertainment would be booked.

D Any additional items

MB asked about the road closures and if they would be different from the
last event. CC explained that the road closures would remain the same as
before. KB enquired about the SAG group and CC explained that she had
sent over the forms to SAG for the event.

The Chair stated the parade start time would be 4.45pm.

It was agreed that the next Working Party Meeting would take place on 5t
October at 1pm.

Mrs A Ambrosen

Events Officer
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Events Committee Meeting
Wednesday 15 Sept 2021

Autumn/Winter Competitions 2021

Purpose of report

To consider holding the same competitions that were held in Autumn
2020. These competitions were originally organised due to the 2020
Christmas Cavalcade being cancelled.

Halloween Best Dressed Business Competition

In 2020 this competition was open to small businesses of Pontypool
Town. There were a total of 4 entrants to the competition, (although it
should be noted that just as the competition was closing, we entered
another lockdown — with almost all the shops having to close).

The prize money awarded totalled - £600.

Pontypool's Favourite Christmas Carol Poll

In 2020 an online poll was advertised on Facebook and Twitter. The poll
consisted of 5 songs for the members of the public to vote on to decide
their favourite Carol: -

There were a total of 14 votes cast. The public decided that Silent Night
was their favourite Carol, and this was then put forward as the Carol to
be used in the Christmas Carol competition.

Carol Singing Competition

In 2020 there were 9 entries to the competition, where entrants were
asked to send in recordings of themselves singing “Silent Night”.

The prize money awarded totalled - £130.

Design a Christmas Card and write a Christmas Verse Competitions
In 2020, this competition was open to all residents in Torfaen. The
entries and verse entries were sent in via email.

There were 25 entries in the under 18 category and 10 entries in the
over 18 categories.

The prize money awarded totalled - £390.

Pontypool and District Residents Outdoor Christmas Light
Competition.

In 2020, this competition was open to all residents of Pontypool.
Residents were asked to send in a photograph entry of their lights via
email. There were 39 entries in total.

The prize money awarded totalled - £340.

Best Dressed Christmas Window Competition

The competition was open to all small businesses of Pontypool Town.
There were 16 entries in total.

The prize money awarded totalled - £600.



3.0

Budget
The total prize money for all the competitions listed is £2060.
Recommended: (i) that the information be received.

(i) that the Committee discuss if the same
competitions should be held in 2021 and decide
upon the budget for the prizes.

Mrs Rebecca Cronin —-Events Officer
Mrs Annette Ambrosen -Events Officer
01/09/2021



Events Committee Meeting
Wednesday 15" Sept 2021

Christmas Card and Verse

1.0 Purpose of report
To discuss Minute number 407 from the 16th Sept 2020. It stated
that the winning Christmas card and verse from 2020 be made into
the Christmas card to be used by PCC in 2021.

2.0 Winning designs and verses

Winner Adult

Winner Junior

r(/"\/';;a/l‘ﬁ}]’ Llawen
517[:? 1:}/ ‘C/f Fi? tmas

Highly commended Adult verse Entry:-

Is it the smell of oranges or my father’s once a year cigar?

Or the stuffing from the turkey or the sound of brandy sauce astir.
It must not ‘catch.” Or the extra chairs pushed round the extended
table.



Paper decorations all a ‘flutter each time someone enters the festive
door!

Grandmother presiding and taking the ‘parson’s nose in traditional
fashion.

Wine on the table; brandy glasses for later. Why are they so

huge? They are

Never filled but raised when the same Uncle every year calls for good
cheer.

Nuts and shiny red apples on the sideboard; cards everywhere. The high
chair

Latest occupant causing a happy stir. Children’s legs wriggling in
anticipation.

Uncle raises his glass. Same old words but the ones we wait and desire
to hear

Merry Christmas to you all and a Happy New Year.

Winner Junior verse
Christmas time is here, everybody cheer.
Santa is on his way, with presents on his sleigh.

Christmas tress are up, decorations all around, the sound of beautiful bells ringing all
around.

snow s falling all around, a time for family to rejoice, what a wonderful sound.

I love Christmas, it’s my favourite time of year so I'm here to wish you, with all my
heart a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

3.0 Recommendation
(i) To receive and discuss the report.
(i)  To decide if the Council would like to use the design and verse
as the PCC 2021 Christmas cards, pending the approval of the
winners allowing the use of their work.

Mrs Rebecca Cronin and Mrs Annette Ambrosen
Events Officers

01.08.2021
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Events Committee Meeting
Wednesday 15 Sept 2021

Christmas Lights and Trees update 2021

Purpose of report
To give a brief update on the Christmas Lights and trees for 2021.

Christmas Lights

All lights have been provisionally ordered with Festive Lighting, each
ward will have new lights from Festive for 2021, the quantity per ward
remains the same as for previous years. The lights will remain the same
for the next 3 years at a cost of £16,211.42 per year.

Catenary Wire testing for Cross street lighting

This year SSE requested that catenary wiring be tested for cross street
wires in Pontypool Town before the 2021 lights be erected. This was
carried out by WGS and all wires passed. The cost for the testing was
£1,512.00.

Christmas Trees

Mr Phil Grimes has been contacted with a request for a quote for the 11
trees that are normally purchased, at writing of report no quote has
been received, however Mr Grimes has stated that costs will be similar
to 2020.

Christmas light erection by SSE

A quote was received from SSE for erection of the Christmas lights to
the sum of £20,534.56. The contract has been sent to Mr Phil Withers
for signing.

Budget

The budget for Christmas lighting and trees for 2021 is £60,000 with a
reserve set at £14,500.

Current projected spend (using last years’ costing for Christmas trees)
is £60,257.98

Recommended: that the information be received.

Mrs Rebecca Cronin —Events Officer
07.09.21






