Pontypool Community Council
Cyngor Cymuned Pont-Y-PWwl

6 March/Mawrth 2025
Dear Sir/Madam, Anwyl Syr/Fadam

You are summoned to attend a MULTI-LOCATION MEETING of the
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE TO BE HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 12 MARCH 2025 AT 6.30 PM.

The meeting will be held remotely, using Microsoft Teams and physically for
those who wish to attend the Council Chamber. Councillors have been
provided with a link to attend the meeting. If any member of the public wishes
to attend the meeting remotely, please contact the Clerk of the Council (by e-
mail or telephone) at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Members of the public have the right to ask questions at Council meetings
and to speak in Welsh or English, provided that at least 3 working days’ notice
in writing of the question has been provided to the Clerk. The agenda for the
meeting is set out below and relevant papers are attached.

Gofynnir drwy hyn i chi fynychu PWYLLGOR CYNLLUNIO A’R
AMGYLCHEDD, yn Rhith Gyfarfod am 6.30 PM, DYDD MERCHER 12
MAWRTH 2025.

Cynhelir y cyfarfod o bell ar Microsoft Teams ac yn gorfforol ar gyfer y rhai
sy'n dymuno mynychu Siambr y Cyngor. Mae cynghorwyr wedi derbyn dolen
i fynychu'r cyfarfod. Os yw unrhyw aelod o'r cyhoedd yn dymuno mynychu'r
cyfarfod o bell, cysylltwch & Chlerc y Cyngor (trwy e-bost neu dros y ffon) o
leiaf 24 awr cyn y cyfarfod.

Mae gan aelodau o’r cyhoedd yr hawl i ofyn cwestiynau yng nghyfarfodydd y
Cyngor, mae gan aelodau o’r cyhoedd hefyd yr hawl i siarad yn y Gymraeg
neu’r Saesneg, cyn belled ag y rhoddir tri diwrnod o rybudd ysgrifenedig o’r
cwestiwn i'r Clerc. Mae agenda'r cyfarfod wedi’i nodi isod ac mae papurau
perthnasol ynghlwm.

Yours faithfully/Yr eiddoch yn gywir
Lisa McMail

Lisa McMail
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL/ CLERC I'R CYNGOR




10.

11.

12.

AGENDA

Recording of Meeting
To approve recording of meeting.

Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies for absence.

Declarations of Interest
Members to declare any interests in any items on Agenda.

Planning Applications

To receive and consider planning applications on which the Community
Council is being consulted (attached: page(s) 1)

Planning Determinations

To receive information on planning applications which have already been
determined for January 2025 (attached: page(s 2 - 6)

Planning Applications: Plenary Powers
To note observations on planning applications which have already been
submitted between meetings (attached: page(s) 7)

Biodiversity Sub-Committee — 26 February 2025
To receive the minutes of the Biodiversity Sub-Committee meeting and
any recommendations including spends (attached: page(s) 8 — 15)

Noticeboards, Bins and Benches

To receive a verbal update on progress regarding noticeboards, bins and
benches. Refer Projects Officer

Park Equipment

Feedback from the two play equipment projects funded in this financial
year (attached: page(s) 16 - 18)

Hanging Baskets

To receive a quote for hanging baskets in Pontypool Town Centre,
coordinated by Pontypool Indoor Market (attached: page(s) 19)

Growth and Spatial Options Workshop
To note the invitation to the Growth and Spatial Options Workshop
on 17 March 2025 (attached: page(s) 20 21)

Abertillery Wind Farm
To note the updated information from Planning & Environment
Decisions (Wales) (attached: page(s) 22 — 28)




13. Committee Budget
To inform the Committee of the budget within its remit for 2024 /25

(attached: page(s) 29 - 30)

To: Councillors: Jon James (Chair), Allan Peploe (Vice-Chair), Nick Byrne,
Lynda Clarkson, John Cox, Anne Gunter, Lisa Jones, Richard Overton,
Jools Rogers, Nick Simons, and ex-officio Chair of Council (Caroline Price)
and Leader of Council (Gaynor James)
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Planning and Environment ‘Cqmmittee

Wednesday 12t March 2025

: P'lénning Applications to be commented on

1  Plan Number. Distﬁ'ct reference Site reference che‘r reference
24/P/0305 Garndiffaith and Land Adj Willowdene, Neville
. Varteg Street, Garndiffaith '

PROPOSAL: Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans), 3 (Visibility
splay), 4 (footway details), 5 (parking spaces), 6 (landscaping) 8 (front
boundary wall details) 9 (close boarded fence) of planning
permission 17/P/0546/FUL - to reflect development as

constructed for 5, three bedroom bungalows.

2  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0093 Cwmynyscoy Penyrheol Farm, Cwrdy Lane,
A <. Penyrheol :

PROPOSAL: A new side extension, replacing the existing workshop
with internal re-configurations to the property.

38  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
- 25/P/0095 Pontypool Pontymoile Gates, Pontypool
T ' '~ Park, Pontypool

Proposed repair and refurbishment of Pontypool Park Gates.

4  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference

25/P/0106 Pontypool Tesco, Lower Bridge Street,
" ' ' Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Crown lift of 1 Bird Cherry tree by up to 3.5m.
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Planning and Environment Committee

Wednesday 5t March 2025

Planning Determinations

1 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0228 Pontypool 1 Commercial Street,
Pontypool, Torfaen

PROPOSAL: Minor internally & external works to accommodate for
branch closure.

Removal of external ATM, with internal & external aperture's in filled
with matching materials.

Removal of external signage.

Removal of internal branch furniture/equipment.

Comment » ' ‘13'/06/23 _

This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25

Approved.

2  Plan Number District reference = Site refererice Other reference
23/P/0229 Pontypool 1 Commercial Street,

Pontypool Torfaen

PROPOSAL Mmor mternally & external works to accommodate for
branch closure.

Removal of external ATM, with internal & external aperture's in filled
with matching materials.

Removal of external signage. -

Removal of internal branch furniture/equipment.

Comment ~ 13/06/23

This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25

Approved. :

3  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
23/P/0717 New Inn Lower Brookside, Sluvad Road, New

Inn

Proposed extension and conversion of existing garage/outbuilding to
self contamed hollday accommodatlon



Comment 14/02/24
This Council has no observations.

Decision , 27/02/25

Approved.

4  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
24/P/0534 Wainfelin Land Adjacent to Club Road,

Tranch

PROPOSAL: Vary condition 1 to be built in accordance with new plans
SD467-04B, SD467-05B, SD467-02 and remove conditions 3 & 4 of
20/P/0110/FUL detached dwelling with associated parking and

- amenity area.

Comment 11/09/24
This Council has no observations.
Decision 27/02/25
Approved.
5 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
24/ P/0706 Abersychan and Pistyll-gwyn Farm, Llanover
Cwmavon Lane, Cwmavon

PROPOSAL: Phased planning application for the erection of a new
agricultural workers dwelling following the demolition of the existing
sheep shed and the conversion of the existing dwellinghouse into a
hohday let.

Comment 10/12/24

This Council has no ob’servatiqns.
Decision 27/02/25
Refused.

REASON(S):

1 The application fails to provide evidence to satisfactorily
demonstrate that the proposed development meets the financial

and other dwellings tests required to support the construction of a
new dwelling to serve an essential rural enterprise need. The
development therefore constitutes inappropriate new development

in the countryside and is contrary to Policies S1 and S2 of the Torfaen
County Borough Council Local Development Plan (to 2021) and
national advice as set out in Technical Advice Note 6: Planning for
Sustainable Rural Communities (July 2010).



Sustainable Rural Communities (July 2010).

2 The proposed development, by virtue of its siting, design and
unwarranted intrusion in the open countryside, would have an
adverse impact on the character and appearance of the Special
Landscape Area. As such, the proposal is contrary to policies BW1,

C2 and S7 of the Torfaen County Borough Council Local Development
Plan (to 2021).

3 The proposed development, by virtue of its location results in an
inappropriate form of development in the open countryside, that
would be reliant on the private motor car and fail to encourage the
use of sustainable modes of transport. As such, the proposal is
contrary to Policies 82, 83 and BW1 of the Torfaen County Borough
Council Local Development Plan (to 2021).

4 The proposed development would result in the unjustified loss of an
agricultural workers dwelling contrary to Planning Policy Wales (ed 12)
and advice contained within as set out in Technical Advice Note 6:
Planning for Sustainable Rural Communities (July 2010).

6  Plan Number  District reference  Site reference Other reference
24/P/0769 Abersychan and St Thomas's Church, Church
Cwmavon Road, Talywain

PROPOSAL: Various Crown lifts of T1 T2 and G2.

Comment 09/01/25

This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25

Approved.

7  Plan Number District reference Sitelreference Other reference
24/P/0772 Pontypool 5 Maesderwen Crescent,

Pontymoile, Pontypool
Single storey rear extension (with balcony).

Comment 09/01/25
This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25
Approved.




8  Plan Number District reference  Sile reference Other reference
25/P/0013 Pontnewynydd Treetops, Pentrepiod Road,
Pontnewynydd

Proposed single storey rear and side house extensions and
associated external works.

Comment 03/02/25
This Council has no observations.
Decision - 27/02/25
Approved.
9  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0031 Griffithstown County Hospital, Coed Y Gric
East Road, Griffithstown

PROPOSAL: Fell Purple Plum Tree (TCBC TPO no. 121, tree T8
therein). Ash  Tree - reduce back 3 end weight loaded limbs mid
crown west

by up to a maximum of 6m (TCBC TPO no 121, tree T23
therein).

Comment 13/02/25

This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25

Approved.

10 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0047 New Inn Lower Lindisfarne, 38 Newport Road,

New Inn

PROPOSAL: Variation of Conditions 2 (approved plans) and 3 (external
materials) of planning Application Reference 23/P/0419/HH for the
addition of more windows/velux roof windows to gain more light into
propetrty.

Comment 13/02/25
This Council has no observations.

Decision. 27/02/25
Approved.




11 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0073 New Inn Upper 13 A R D Business Park, New
Inn, Pontypool

PROPOSAL: As per Survey-sever Ivy on grouped trees, reduce G5 1x
Alder (see image 1) vertically by approximately 15ft to reduce sail and
weight. G5-Alder Grouped trees, Alder-Sycamore-Thorn.

Comment 13/02/25
This Council has no observations.

Decision 27/02/25
Approved.
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Planning and Environment Committee

Wednesday 12th February 2025

Plenary Powers

1 Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0072 Griffithstown 3 Charles Stréet, Griffithstown,
East Pontypool

PROPOSAL: Change of use of Upper floor of Skippy's Bar, 3 Charles
Street, Griffithstown into 1 no. 2-Bed Flat and 1 no. 3 Bed Flat, with
minor changes to the fenestration.

This Council has no observations.

2  Plan Number District reference  Site reference Other reference
25/P/0074 Snatchwood Duffryn Hedd, School Road,
Pentwyn

Proposed single storey side extension with disabled access.
Proposed new entrance porch. Proposed raised rear patio area for level
access and internal alterations for disabled facilities.

This Council has no observations.
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MINUTES OF A MULTI-LOCATION MEETING OF THE BIODIVERSITY
SUB COMMITTEE OF PONTYPOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 26t FEBRUARY 2025

In attendance:

Councillor: N. Warren# (In the Chair)

and Councillors: E. Hunt#, R. Matthews#, G. James#, J. Cox*, L. Clarkson*,
Officers: Cathryn Drew# (Projects Officer and taking minutes)

Guests: Rob Magee# (Gwent Wildlife Trust).

* Attending remotely via Microsoft Teams
# Attending physically in the Council Chamber

The meeting was recorded for minute taking purposes as agreed by Members.

Min | Subject and Decision Action
No
1. Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Councillor L. Jones, Councillor
A Gunter and Rachel Edwards (TCBC Ecologist).

2. Declarations of Interest

Councillor G. James, L. Clarkson and R. Matthews
declared a personal and non-prejudicial interest in any
agenda items relating to Torfaen County Borough
Council (TCBC) as they are a member of TCBC, as well
as a member of Pontypool Community Council.

3. Forest Schools Project 2024-25

This item did not get discussed as the meeting ran out of
time.

Members received the report with the agenda from P&E
Committee on the 15% January 2025, where it was
approved to proceed with this year’s project.




Eco Quiz 2025

This item did not get discussed as the meeting ran out of
time.

Guest Speaker, Rob Magee (Gwent Wildlife Trust)

Rob Magee (GWT) gave a presentation on the 3-year
project that is underway between PCC and GWT. Rob
updated on progress to date:

* A website has been developed detailing the project,
which will further develop over time and as the
project progresses

e Engagement and Consultation: arranged a drop-in
session for Thursday 27t February to be held in
the enterprise hub, Pontypool market 10am -
midday

e A poster to advertise the drop-in session with a QR
code that links to the main webpage and there has
been many posts and interactions on Facebook

¢ A survey form has been developed in the style of a
consultation so that anyone who cannot attend the
drop-in session can express their opinion online

* Existing members of GWT who have signed up to
receive information will be sent the project details

¢ The initial area that the project will focus on is
between Osborne Road and the bottom of George
Street

¢ The project will focus on developing bee/bug hotels
and planting flower bedding to start off

s There will be a Bioblitz of the site around easter
time and then in the summer which will hopefully
show an increase in Biodiversity

e An events programme has been developed for
volunteer workshops to make bug hotels, bird
boxes and a bat walk etc.

The Projects Officer confirmed Local Places for Nature
(LPIN) support the project, TCBC Highways have
approved the area and all underground service checks
have been carried out. TCBC Asset Management have
approved the use of the site, and a licence agreement is
currently being drawn up. Clir R. Matthews ask how long
the licence agreement will be for, this will be for the
longevity of the project (3 years) and the Projects Officer




will confirm this with TCBC and also that the licence
agreement include all three plots of green. Members were
asked if the cost of the licence agreement (£300) can be
met by the Biodiversity Subcommittee budget.

GWT have been invited to the Celebration Evening,
although Rob Magee isn’t able to attend, Natalie Waller
has confirmed she will be in attendance.

The project needs a name, it was suggested that maybe
the youth themselves can create one.

*RECOMMENDED:

i) Projects Officer to ensure that the licence
agreement is for the longevity of the project, and
it includes all three plots of green.

i) It was agreed that the £300 licence agreement
can be paid from the Biodiversity Budget. To be
approved by the Planning & Environment
Committee.

CD

CD

Community Green Grant

The subcommittee received a report with two application
forms: Stump up for Trees and Friends of Fishponds
Park Panteg. There was an additional application form
received from Bridge 46 to Five Locks Canal Group that
was distributed to members during the meeting.

Members agreed to approve the Stump up for Trees
request and offer to award £500.

Members agreed to partly award the request from Friends
of Fishpond Park Panteg. It was felt that the project
wasn’t fully aligned with the aims of the grant, eg. the
planting on non-native species. Also the group had
already received funding from PCC (another budget). Due
to these reasons it was decided to therefore award £250.

Members considered the application from Bridge 46 to
Five Locks Canal Group but didn’t feel that it met the
‘Green’ criteria and suggested that maybe the TCBC
Waste (Ollie James) can support this initiative as with
their dog waste initiative this year.

The Projects Officer gave an update that this year will be




the first ‘presentation’ afternoon, where all award holders
for community green and school environment grants are
invited to showcase/present their projects. This will be
held at Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw on the 8% April 4-6pm. All
members will be invited and members of the Biodiversity
Subcommittee will welcome and open the presentation.
The Schools Ecology and Environment Coordinator from
Keep Wales Tidy is attending as a guest speaker.

*RECOMMENDED:

i. That the Projects Officer put these
recommendations to the Planning & Environment
Committee for approval.

ii. That the details in the application from Bridge 46
to Five Locks Canal Group be passed on to TCBC
Waste so other funding avenues can be explored.

CD

CD

Live Trees

Members received a report which gave an update that all
trees are doing well, fencing has been erected around
them with PCC plaques on. All trees (except one that
TCBC requested not to) were dressed in solar lights for
the festive period 2024, all of which have been removed.

The Projects Officer recommended that a tree
maintenance plan be developed to ensure that
annual/twice yearly health checks are carried out and
that there is a contract in place for any emergency works
if required. It was agreed that the Projects Officer will
liaise with TCBC and other Tree specialists to establish
requirements and costs to be considered at the next
Biodiversity Subcommittee,

The Chair advised that there is a possibility that one in
three trees may fail to develop and how these trees will
require watering during summer months, it was agreed
that while it would be great if ward members do this it
was also recognised that this may not always be possible,
if the tree is not in the same ward that the member
resides. The Projects Officer to develop the tree
maintenance plan with support from members.

Members  were asked  whether to  consider
replacing/repairing the electrical points at the
Garndiffaith Millenium Hall Tree as they were deemed




unsafe for lights for Christmas 2024. Members agreed to
obtain quotes and that this would need to be presented
to Full Council. Members were also asked whether to
include the GMH tree in the tree maintenance plan as
this tree was agreed by Full Council (minute 295 iii) to
be adopted by PCC. It was agreed to include the tree in
the maintenance plan.

The Projects Officer proposed that an essential part of
any project like this is to document lessons learnt.
Members agreed that this may be useful, and the Chair
suggested that a feedback form be distributed to all
members of the subcommittee to capture what went well
and what didn’t. The Projects Officer to develop and
circulate the feedback form for discussion at the next
Biodiversity Subcommittee. Members were also asked to
approve seeking interest from members who did not have
a tree planted in 2024 to see if they wish to have one in
2025, it was agreed that this is a good idea if certain
parameters are stipulated ie, maximum of two trees per
ward, etc.

RECOMMENDED:

i.  That the information be noted.

ii. That the Projects Officer continues to develop a
tree maintenance plan to be considered at the next
meeting.

ili. That the Projects Officer to obtain suitable
quotations for the electrical points at the GMH tree
that will be presented to Full Council to request
funding from general reserves.

iv. To include the GMH tree in the tree maintenance
plan.

v. That the Projects Officer develops and circulates a
feedback form, and the results of lessons learnt to
be discussed at next meeting.

vi. That the Projects Officer email all members (after
liaising with BioSC members) to seek interest in
having a tree in 2025.

CD

CD

CD

CDh

CD

Varteg Community Woodland Project

Members received a verbal update from the Projects
Officer and the Chair that the project has changed
direction slightly. A map was shown to illustrate the 3
plots of land: the larger plot (leased) which will remain




largely untouched as a nature reserve; the smaller plot
(leased) which will become an educational site with better
access as Stump up for Trees have offered an intern from
Cardiff University during the summer; and finally
adjacent to the larger plot there is a plot of land which is
actually owned by PCC, purchased for £1 some years
previously. GWT have provided a quote to carry out a
walk-over survey of these plots and develop a 5-year
management plan, the ecological survey and the
management plan cost £1,217.50 (ex-vat). The Chair is
also in the process of arranging to meet Chris Hatch at
the site to ascertain more information on his survey
carried out in 2023.

RECOMMENDED:
i. That the Chair carries out a site visit with Chris
Hatch.

ii. That the Projects Officer reports to the next
Biodiversity Subcommittee on quotes and
suggestions to progress.

NW

CD

Swift Bird Box Pilot Project

Members received a verbal update from the Projects
Officer that the project has progressed as follows:

¢ The project is 100% funded from LPfN

e The boxes are made

¢ Building owners permission have been granted

o All due diligence checks have been carried out

» A cherry picker has been hired for installation day

e ClIr Jon James has kindly offered his services as
an electrician for installation day

¢ Highways have approved two operatives for
temporary ‘stop and go’ traffic management for
installation day

e Project Nestbox has kindly agreed to install the
boxes

+ Installation day has been agreed by all parties:
Tuesday 25t March

» The Projects Officer and the Events and Projects
Manager are currently liaising with PCC IT
Supplier and Website provider to ensure the 24/7
live camera is available to stream on our website

¢ TCBC have requested that a licence agreement is
in place for the TCBC owned buildings, the Projects




Officer is in liaison regarding this.

Project Nestbox has spent a considerable amount of time
building the actual boxes, attending meetings and
liaising (accompanied by the Projects Officer) with
tenants, and will be installing the boxes on the 25th,
therefore members were asked if a payment of £500 can
be made to Project Nestbox. This was accounted for in
the project plan that was submitted to LPfN.

The Chair asked that we check any requirements or KPI’s
for an accreditation, to make sure we are fully compliant.

*RECOMMENDED:

i.  That the report is noted.

ii. That the £500 payment to Project Nestbox be
approved by the Planning & Environment
Committee.

iii.  that the Projects Officer liaise with the relevant
body to ensure thus project meets any
requirements in terms of an accreditation.

CD

CD

10.

Sweet Chestnut Tree Action Plan

Members received a report outlining two companies and
their quotes to carry out the works. The quotes were
Mighty Oaks £2,040 and Greenworks £2,690 and both
companies can do the work according to the required
schedule we require. It was agreed to offer the contract
to Mighty Oaks at a cost of £2,040.

The Chair proposed this is paid out of this current
financial year of which £1,875 is allocated. £1875 is also
allocated from next financial year but will then be
available for other projects.

The Projects Officer informed members that Phil Grimes
from TCBC has indicated that the work could be carried
out within his remit, but whether this would be at no cost
to PCC is yet to be confirmed, Cllr Lynda Clarkson
expressed concern that this may not be aligned to what
the survey stipulated is requires, this needs to be
confirmed. The Projects Officer will discuss this with the
Chair once confirmation has been received.




*RECOMMENDED:
i The report be noted. CD
il. That the Projects Officer liaise with TCBC to
confirm whether work can be done at no cost
and to check that it aligns to the work identified
in the survey report. CD
iii.  That the Mighty Oaks £2,040 be approved by
the Planning & Environment Committee should

we not proceed with TCBC.

11. NRAP Action Plan 2025

Members received the report; however, no discussion
took place as the meeting ran out of time.

12. Environmentally Friendly Office

This agenda item was not discussed as the meeting ran
out of time.

13. Budget

Members received the report; however, no discussion
took place as the meeting ran out of time.

Note

The Chair expressed concern that the day and time of the | NW
Biodiversity Subcommittee seems to be unsuitable to
many of its members, therefore the Chair will discuss
with the Clerk to the Council on reviewing this and
changing it for a more suitable day/time so that
members can attend.

* This is a recommendation to the Planning and Environment
Committee. The Planning and Environment Committee will make the
final decision at a future meeting.

Signed by Chail ..o e

(1
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Planning and Environment Committee

Wednesday 12th March 2025

Park Equipment

1.0 Purpose of Report

1.1

To provide feedback to the committee on two playgrounds funded by
Pontypool Community Council this financial year.

2.0 Pontnewynydd Playground

2.1

2.2

PCC funded a “Donkey Springy”. The official opening of the park was
attended by Chair of Pontypool Community Council, Councillor
Caroline Price.

An extract from a Torfaen news article about the park is below.

New inclusive play park opens

Posted on: Wednesday 19 February 2025

i
it

Work to transform a derelict piece of land in Pontnewynydd into an inclusive
play park has been completed.

This week, children from Osborne Lodge nursery and representatives from Ty
Nant Ddu, a day centre for people with disabilities, were at the opening where
they had the chance to try out the new play equipment.

The park aims to address the findings of a play sufficiency assessment in
2022, which identified a lack of play provision for children with special needs
in the north of the borough.

The new play equipment includes, three multi-play units with a wide slide,
two cradle swings, a basket swing, tango swing, seesaw, inclusive roundabout,
donkey springy, sensory and musical items, and 3D animals.

https://pontypoolcc.sharepoint.com/sites/PontypoolCCDocs/Documents/01WORD/CouncilCommittes2
024-2025/Planning and Environment/Reports/March 2025/Play Equipment.docx

o



The park was made possible by nearly £1.2 million from the UK Government's
Shared Prosperity Fund. This fund also supports various projects across
Torfaen, such as enhancing disability access to Blaenavon Flower Park,
creating a new multi-games area in Pontnewydd Park, and planning a new
outdoor gym in Cwmbran.

Lisa Jones, Osborne Lodge Nursery Manager, said: “The children had a lovely
time yesterday trying out the new play equipment.

It’s great that the park is within walking distance for us — we will definitely be
visiting on dry days.

Getting the children out in the fresh in is brilliant for their well-being and a
great way to burn off energy.”

Councillor Mandy Owen, Executive Member for Environment, said: “It was
lovely seeing the children enjoying the new play area and equipment on
Monday.

This is the first play area in Torfaen to have a tango swing which allows a child
and guardian to swing together. Seeing the children’s faces light up when they
used this piece of equipment was heartwarming.

Play areas and parks provide a range of benefits for children, including
promoting physical activity, boosting social skills, building self-esteem,
developing motor skills and encouraging creativity.”

This project contributes to the Council’s County Plan which seeks to support
and promote healthier lifestyles in Torfaen to improve mental and physical
well-being.

3.0 Pantygasseg Playground

3.1 PCC funded the purchase and install of new playground equipment at
Pantygasseg.

https://pontypoolcc.sharepoint.com/sites/PontypoolCCDocs/Documents/01WORD/CouncilCommittes2 \\\
024-2025/Planning and Environment/Reports/March 2025/Play Equipment.docx



3.2 A message of thanks from Claire and the Pantygasseg Residents
Association is below.

“] am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the generous grant support
provided by Pontypool Community Council, to Pantygasseg Residents
Association.

This funding has been instrumental in allowing us to renew a large piece of
park equipment for our small village. The old equipment had been removed
some while ago, after it rotted away over a period of 20 years.

Your commitment to assisting us with ensuring that the children who live in
our remote village, continue to have the same opportunities through play, as
the rest of the local authority.

This support not only inspires us as a group, but also has a profound impact
on the lives of those in the area. With your support, we are confident that we
can keep the children safe whilst playing, and away from the busy mountain
road. It also ensures the children socialise wtih each other during the
holidays, as Pantygasseg is so very removed from any other village/town.

Thank you once again for believing in our mission and for your invaluable
support. We look forward to updating you on our progress and hope to
continue this partnership in the future.

Warm regards, Claire”

4.0 Recommended

4.1 That the information be noted.

https://pontypoolcc.sharepoint‘com/sites/PontypoolCCDocs/Documents/mWORD/CouncilCommittesZ &%
024-2025/Planning and Environment/Reports/March 2025/Play Equipment.docx



Estimate

Anna & Russell Walker

01291 672 669
thewillows.accounts@yahoo.com
www.thewillowsgardencentre.co.uk

ESTIMATE NO. 005 ISSUE DATE 18/02/2025 VALID UNTIL 04/03/2025
FROM ' FOR

The Willow Garden Centre ' Pontypool community council RGE&\D O

Baron street i

Usk 4 { ~ = \

o - ; Imxe VO
United Kingdom

Co. Reg. No.: 7738337 |

VAT Reg. No.: 972093016 !

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT PRICE (£) AMOUNT (£)
supply install and water hanging baskets around pontypool town 1 4,250.00 4,250.00

for summer 2025

Subtotal: £4,250.00 E
VAT 20% from £4,250.00 £850.00
Total (GBP): £5,100.00

Account holder: The Willows Usk Ltd Bank: lloyds bank Sort code: 30-96-26 Account No.: 86844960



Kerrie Smith DAGEODS Tvew L

From: Murray, Robert <robert.murray@torfaen.gov.uk>

Sent: 18 February 2025 13:18

To: TCBC - Local Development Plan

Subject: Invitation to Growth and Spatial Options Workshop - 17th March 2025

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Torfaen Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP) — | Cynllun Datblygu Lleol Newydd (CDLIN) Torfaen —
Growth and Spatial Options Workshop Invitation Gwahoddiad i Weithdy Twf ac Opsiynau Gofodol

From the approved Delivery Agreement, a key stage in | O'r Cytundeb Cyflawni a gymeradwywyd, cam

RLDP preparation is for key stakeholders to discuss and | allweddol wrth fynd ati i baratoi CDLI yw bod
engage on growth and spatial options in developing a rhanddeiliaid allweddol yn ymgysylltu a thrafod twf
RLDP Preferred Strategy for Autumn 2025. ac opsiynau gofodol wrth ddatblygu Strategaeth a
Ffefrir ar gyfer CDLI ym mis Hydref 2025.

We are holding a workshop to discuss these matters on | Rydym yn cynnal gweithdy i drafod y materion hyn ar
the 17th March 2025 from 9:30am to 13:00pm at the 17 Mawrth 2025, rhwng 9:30am ac 13:00pm yny

Civic Centre, Pontypool. Refreshments will be Ganolfan Ddinesig, Pont-y-pWwl. Bydd lluniaeth ar
provided. gael.
Please can you confirm if you wish to attend this A fyddech cystal a chadarnhau os ydych yn dymuno

workshop by email to Idp@torfaen.gov.uk by Friday dod i'r gweithdy, drwy e-bostio Idp@torfaen.gov.uk
28" February (one representative per body) and if you | erbyn dydd Gwener 28 Chwefror (un cynrychiolydd o
wish the workshop to also be run in the Welsh bob corff) ac os hoffech pe bai’r gweithdy hefyd yn
Language. cael ei gynnal yn Gymraeg.

Bydd y gweithdy, yr Agenda a’r Papur Briffio yn cael
Confirmation of the workshop, Agenda and a Briefing eu cyhoeddi bythefnos cyn y digwyddiad, felly

Paper will look to be issued two weeks before the edrychwn ymlaen at glywed gennych. Byddwn yn
event, and we look forward to hearing from you. We cadw cofnod o'r cyrff sydd wedi cael gwahoddiad, y
will keep a record of the bodies who have been invited, | rhai a oedd yn bresennol a chrynodeb o’r sylwadau a

attended and a summary of comments made in a ddaeth i law, yn adroddiad yr ymgynghoriad fydd yn
report of consultation to be published alongside the cael ei gyhoeddi ochr yn ochr a’r Strategaeth a Ffefrir.
Preferred Strategy.

Os na allwch fod yn bresennol, rydym yn hapus i

If you are unable to attend we are happy to receive dderbyn sylwadau ysgrifenedig ar y Papur Briffio Twf
written comments on the Growth and Spatial Options | ac Opsiynau Gofodol erbyn 28 Mawrth 2025.
Briefing Paper by 28th March 2025.
Yn gywir

Y Tim Polisi Cynllunio
Yours faithfully,
Planning Policy Team

If any contact details need to be updated, please could this be done through your registration at
https://torfaen.oc2.uk/login

Robert Murray

PRINCIPAL PLANNER - Planning Policy & Implementation / Prif Gynllunydd - Cynllunio a Gweithredu Polisiau
Economy and Environment / Economi a’'r Amgylchedd Q_ O
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Torfaen County Borough Council / Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Torfaen

Civic Centre, Pontypool, Torfaen, NP4 6YB / Y Ganolfan Ddinesig, Pont-y-pwl, Torfaen, NP4 6YB
Phone/Ffén: 01633 648805 (x8805)

E-Mail/Ebost: robert.murray@torfaen.gov.uk

Website: http://www.torfaen.gov.uk/en/PlanningAndDevelopment/Planningpolicy/Planning-Policy.aspx / Gwefan:
https://www.torfaen.gov.uk/cy/PlanningAndDevelopment/Planningpolicy/Planning-Policy.aspx

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English. Correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh
and will not lead to delay. / Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob
gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd yn arwain at oedi.

&, - Creu Lleoedd Cymru
%¢ ~ Placemaking Wales

E Follow us on Twitter / li Find us on Facebook

ERFRR R Rk R R kb koo ok kb b R R AR ki k bk sk ki DISCLAIMER: The
information contained in this e-mailis a) the property of Torfaen County Borough Council; and b)
confidential. Itis intended only for the addressee. If you are not the addressee you must not disclose,
copy or distribute this or take any action in reliance upon it. If you receive this e-mail in error, please
notify us immediately by telephone on ++44 (0) 1495 766366, and re-direct the e-mail and any
attachments to us. WARNING: Please ensure that you have adequate virus protection in place before
you open or detach any documents attached to this e-mail. The Council welcomes correspondence
in Welsh and English. Correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and will not lead
to any delay. Personal data processed by the council is done so in accordance with our requirements
under Data Protection Law (UK GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018). For more information on how
we do this please see our Privacy Notice

R R R R R R o R R R T R L L g T S P S Uy YMWAD'AD' Maelr
wybodaeth sy'n gynwysedig yn yr e-bost yma a) yn eiddo i Gyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Torfaen; a b) yn
gyfrinachol. Fe'i bwriedir ar gyfery derbynnydd yn unig. Os nad chi yw’r sawly cyfeiriwyd hi ato, ni
ddylech ddadlennu, copio na dosbarthu'r wybodaeth neu ei defnyddio i weithredu. Os derbyniwch yr
e-bostyma fel camgymeriad, gadewch i ni wybod ar unwaith drwy ffonio ++44 (0) 1495 766366, a
danfonwch yr e-bost yn ol gydag unrhyw atodiadau. RHYBUDD: Gwnewch yn siwr bod gennych
ddiogelwch feirws digonol cyn agor neu ddatgysylltu unrhyw ddogfen sydd yn atodiad i'r e-bost hwn.
Mae’r Cyngor yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a Saesneg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth
yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd yn arwain i unrhyw oedi. Mae data personol sy'n cael ei brosesu gan y cyngor
yn cael ei wneud yn unol &'r gofynion sydd arnom ni o dan y Gyfraith Diogelu Data (RhDDCy DU a
Deddf Diogelu Data 2018). Am fwy o wybodaeth ar sut yr ydym yn gwneud hyn gwelwch ein Hysbysiad
Preifatrwydd



Adeilad Yy Goron ‘ ; { ’* PerAderfyln{?:;du Cynllunio
Parc Cathays |3 ’ ;7 ucun:\r:r?chnwronmen
Caerdydd - f~~f“ Bleusnor?s& e :
CF10 3NQ

Crown Building Ein Cyf / Our Ref: 3278009

Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

Ffon / Tel: 0300 123 1590 Dyddiad / Date: 24/02/2025

E-Bost / E-Mail: PEDW.infrastructure@gov.wales

Catheryn Tracey — Burges Salmon

Cyngor Bwrdeisdref Siriol Torfaen / Torfaen County Borough Council
Cyngor Bwrdeisdref Siriol Blaenau Gwent / Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Ymgyngoreion Arbenigol / Ymgyngoreion Cymunedol / Phariion & Buddiant |
Specialist Consultees / Community Consultees / Interested Parties

(gan E-Bost / via E-Mail)
Annwyl Syr / Madam | Dear Sir / Madam

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) (‘the 1990 Act’) The Developments of
National Significance (Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended) (‘the DNS Regulations’)

Town and Country Planning, Wales, The Development of National Significance (Wales)
(Amendment) Regulations 2024

The Developments of National Significance (Procedure) (Wales) Order 2016 (as amended)
(‘the DNS Procedure Order’)

Application by: RWE Renewables UK Swindon Limited
Site address: Upland moorland located between Abertillery to the West and Abersychan

to the East, approximately 1.5km North-East of Abertillery
Proposed development: Up to six turbines and associated infrastructure including

transformers, foundations, crane pads and laydown / storage areas

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at ocedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be
answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.
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The appointed Inspector, lwan Lioyd BA(Hons) BTP MRTPI, have asked me to contact you
regarding this Development of National Significance (DNS) examination.

This communication constitutes official nofification of important matters related to this
examination. Please read the following information in its entirety. If anything is unclear, please
contact us. This letter should be treated as:

Notice under section 319B of the Act as to the procedure by which this examination will
proceed.

The Inspectors have now reviewed all duly made representations and have decided that hearing
sessions are required to discuss several topics as identified in Annex A to this letter unless
adequate written information is provided in the interim period. The applicant is therefore
encouraged to discuss outstanding issues with the relevant parties, with a view to confirming any
areas of common ground.

The Inspector will contact you shorty in relation to a request for further information necessary for
this examination to proceed. The arrangements for any hearing sessions wili be confirmed closer
to the time.

The applicant and the local planning authorities are invited to attend every hearing. Other parties
who are invited to attend and participate in the hearing sessions are specified in the Annex.
Please make every effort fo ensure that the relevant specialists from your organisation are
available for any hearing sessions to which you are invited.

The hearing sessions are held in public, and any other person may observe proceedings. If
anybody who has not been invited to participate wishes to take part in the hearing, they should
contact me to request that the Inspector allow them to do so. The DNS Regulations make it clear
that this is entirely at the discretion of the appointed Inspector.

Matters raised in representations which are not included in the hearing topics will be dealt with
by the Inspector on the basis of written representations. After conducting the hearings, the
Inspector will decide whether they wish to carry out an accompanied site visit in addition to the
unaccompanied visit that they propose to undertake. There will be no opportunity to make
representations to the Inspector at any site visit.

Those parties invited fo attend a hearing may submit related hearing statements addressing the
relevant {opics, including any further information that will have been submitted by the applicant.
The hearing statements must not exceed 3,000 words and will be submitted in accordance with
an agreed timetable. This will be communicated in due course.

Hearing participants who wish to rely on representations already submitted should confirm this
within the same timescale. The responses to the Inspector request for information, and any
hearing statements submitted by the parties, will be published to the Planning Casework Portal
website.

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh, Correspondence received in Welsh will be
- answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.
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Please contact us if you have any queries.

Yours sincerely

Donna Pryce

Donna Pryce
Case Officer

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiasth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain af oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be

answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.
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Annex A

Topic based hearing sessions and relevant participants

Hearing 1: Landscape and visual amenity

The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

Sl

Opening and preliminary matters

Adequacy of the submitted information in relation to chosen viewpoints
Landscape character

Visual amenity

Cumulative impact

Hearing 1 participants

In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Torfaen County Borough Council

Natural Resources Wales

Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales
Interested parties

Hearing 2: Heritage asset

The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

Dok wn >

Opening and preliminary matters

The setting of the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape World Heritage Site
The setting of Blaenavon Conservation Area

The setting of Scheduled Monuments

Archaeology

Cumulative effects

Hearing 2 participants

In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd
Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Torfaen County Borough Coungil
CADW

Heneb

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be
answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.
r
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Hearing 3: Ecology
The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

Step wise approach

Habitats

Protected species and effect of noise
Ornithology

Mitigation and enhancement
Cumulative effects

Habitats Regulations Assessment

No oD~

Hearing 3 participants
In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

o RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd '
e Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

¢ Torfaen County Borough Council

e Natural Resources Wales

Hearing 4: Hydrology, Peat soils and Peatland habitat
The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

Choice of location and design in relation to the step wise approach

The value and quality of the peat resource and would it be lost

Effectiveness of mitigation, enhancement, restoration

Extent and significance of reversibility

Measures {o compensate and achievability

If lost, the weight to be attributed to the negative impacts and benefits of the scheme

Sk wN -

Hearing 4 participants
In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

¢ RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd

e Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

e Torfaen County Borough Council

e Soil, Peatland & Agricultural Land Use Planning Division, Welsh Government
e Natural Resources Wales

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiseth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at cedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be
answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any délay.



Hearing 5: Common land (AM) and Noise (PM)
The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

1. Clarification on access to the release land, and access to the replacement land

2. Access arrangements and existing rights or easements for moving livestock from the
existing common fo the replacement land

The effect on the interests of those persons having rights in relation to, or occupying, the
release land

The effect on the interests of the neighbourhood

The effect upon matters of public interest

Whether a more acceptable outcome could be achieved by adopting a different approach
Whether any identified harm would be justified by other relevant matters, including the
benefits arising from the development proposed through the associated DNS application
8. The delivery and arrangements of the planning obligation

w

~Noo s

Hearing 5 participants (AM)
In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

o RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd

¢ Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

¢ Torfaen County Borough Council

¢ Commoner Associations, Commoners and their Agents

Noise (PM)
The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

1. Clarification of whether the noise impact rating levels on nearby receptors are acceptable
without mitigation, and thereafter with mitigation

2. Clarification on the cumulative analysis and acceptability of impacts in relation to the
combination of effects of the proposal and other projects in scope, consented and
operational (all projects)

3. Suitability of controls/conditions across all projects (cumulatively) should there be
exceedance, and where there is exceedance the mitigation that maybe considered

Hearing 5 participants (PM)
in accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

e RWE Renewables UK Swindon Lid

e Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
e Torfaen County Borough Council

e Interested parties

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb CGymraeg i bob gohebiasth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be
answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay.



Hearing 6: Air Traffic Control RADAR systems infrastructure (AM) and Conditions and
planning obligations (PM)

The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

1. The effects on the operation of RADAR stations and the on route operational detection of
aircraft

2. Mitigation and whether the objection can be overcome

Hearing 6 (AM) participants
In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

o RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd

¢ Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
e Torfaen County Borough Council

e NATS Safeguarding Office

Hearing 6: Conditions and planning obligations (PM)
The provisional list of matters to be discussed:

1. Conditions
2. Planning Obligation

Hearing 6 (PM) participants
In accordance with regulation 24, those invited to take part are:

e RWE Renewables UK Swindon Ltd

¢ Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
e Torfaen County Borough Council

o Natural Resources Wales

Rydyim yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cynwaeg i bob gohebiaeth
Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at osdi.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Gorrespondence received in Welsh will be
answered in Welsh and cotresponding in Welsh will not involve any délay. !
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